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SERMON I. 



RELIGION THE FIRST AND GREAT CONCERN. 



Matt. vi. S3. 
** Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness." 

The chapter from whence my text is taken, 
forms a part of the beautiful sermon on the 
mount, in which our blessed Lord condescended, 
for the benefit of his disciples, and of all those 
who in succeeding ages should '^ name the name 
of Christ," to set before them the general nature 
and design of the religion which he came upon 
earth to establish ; to point out to them the 
most striking and important features of it ; and 
to instruct them as to the various duties that 
would be required of them, and the spirit and 
temper which should actuate their whole con- 
duct. 

Among other benign and equally beneficial 

B 



RELI43ION THE FIRST 



injunctions^ given by the Saviour of mankind for 
our perpetual and faithful observance, there is 
none, perhaps, more important and more de- 
serving our best attention, than what we read in 
the 24th verse of the chapter before us ; and 
which is enlarged upon in the succeeding verses, 
and forms, as it were, a kind of preface to our 
text. " No man," says this heavenly teacher, 
'' can serve two masters, for either he will hate 
the one and love the other, or else he will hold 
to the one and despise the other. Ye cannot 
serve God and mammon. Therefore I say unto 
you, take no thought for your life, what ye shall 
eat or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your 
body what ye shall put on.** And after bringing 
forward, by way of illustration, the never-failing 
providence of God over the natural productions 
of the earth, and his other inferior creatures, and 
thus gently, though irresistibly, conveying a 
reproach to men for their too great anxiety 
about worldly matters, and their want of con- 
fidence in God, our Lord concludes his gracious 
admonition in the words which I have now read 
to you : " Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness." 
What language can be more plain and posi- 
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tive? What can be so consistent with the 
whole tenor of the Gospel ? What so agreeable 
to the notions we all must entertain, of this life 
being merely a state of temporary possession, 
and of its being preparatory, to a far more ex- 
alted and eternal state of existence ? 

Whatever, be the engagements and the ties by 
which we are bound to this earthly scene ; what- 
ever, be the duties and obligations that we are 
called upon to observe, as members of a common 
family ; however strong the claims which a regard 
to the temporal welfare of ourselves, or our fel- 
low-creatures may have upon us ; yet, we are 
here (as indeed we are every where in Scripture) 
instructed, that all these things are, compara- 
tively speaking, of little moment, and must be 
subservient to the grand and only really import- 
ant object, for which we were sent into the 
world — the eternal salvation of our souls through 
Jesus Christ. Before all other considerations we 
must " seek the kingdom of God, and his right- 
eousness ;" that is, religion must be our first 
and great concern. A constant and unremitting 
attention to all those means, in mercy appointed, 
by which, heaven alone is to be gained, must ever 
be observed by us. The kingdom of heaven 

6 2 



4 RELIGION THE FIRST 

must be sought by living a life of holiness and 
obedience^ to the rules and precepts of the Gos- 
pel ; by which, through the grace of the Re- 
deemer, we may become every day more and 
more reconciled unto God ; and thus only may 
we hope that '' his righteousness" will be imputed 
to us. 

To every true believer in Divine revelation, 
to every expectant of " a better country,'* reli- 
gion must surely appear to be the grand busi- 
ness, and the only real interest, which ought to 
engage the attention of sinful man. 

If the Scriptures did not assure us of the 
momentous truth, our own feelings and our own 
observation must tell us, that " here we have 
no abiding city ;" and that, therefore, it behoves 
us to be constantly on the look out, from the 
watch-towers of faith and hope, for that city 
" whose builder and maker is God.** 

But, when we are exhorted by the word of 
God not to set too great store on the things of 
this world : when our Saviour himself bids us 
" take no thought for our life ; nor yet for our 
body f we must not mistake our blessed Lord's 
intention, and suppose that we are entirely 
to disregard and neglect every thing of a tern- 
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poral nature. But we are to understand him, 
as wishing to condemn that over anxiety and 
undue concern for worldly matters, which is at 
once inconsistent with the Christian character, 
and might be the means of causing us to fall 
short of that '' great Salvation,** which is pro- 
claimed to all sinners, but attainable only by 
those, who are willing to renounce '^ the pomps 
and vanities of this wicked world;" and who, 
" putting off concerning the former conversation 
the old man which is corrupt according to the 
deceitful lusts of the flesh, and being renewed in 
the spirit of their mind," are desirous to " put 
on the new man, which after God is created in 
righteousness and true holiness." 

We have a very strong instance recorded in 
the Gospel, of our Lord's disapprobation of a too 
zealous attention to the petty transactions of 
life, in the memorable account given by St. Luke 
of his gracious visit to a " certain pious woman 
named Martha." '^ And she had a sister," says 
the Evangelist, '^ named Mary, which also sat at 
Jesus's feet, and heard his word. But Martha 
was cumbered about much serving, and came to 
him and said. Lord, dost thou not care that my 
sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her. 
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therefore^ that she help me. And Jesus an- 
swered and said unto her, Martha^ Martha, thou 
art careful about many things. But one thing 
is needful : and Mary has chosen that good part 
which shall not be taken away from her ^" 

Here was conveyed a severe, though affec- 
tionate, reproof to Martha for evincing that 
unbecoming anxiety about the trifling arrange- 
ments of the table, while she shewed such little 
desire to improve the blessed opportunity of the 
Redeemer's visit to sacred purposes. She felt 
naturally honoured and gratified by her Master's 
great condescension, and was desirous, no doubt, 
of paying every mark of respect to her illustrious 
guest. But this, should not have interfered with 
the more momentous consideration of gaining 
spiritual instruction, by hearing his heavenly 
conversation. Thus, when she presumed to 
complain of her sister, who had been '* sitting at 
Jesus's feet,*' and devoutly listening to the "word" 
of truth and Salvation, for neglecting to assist 
her in the business of the entertainment, our 
Lord at once arrested her complaints, by assuring 
her that '^ one thing was needful," beyond all 

^ Luke X. 39 — 42. 
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other things ; and that to this Mary had princi- 
pally directed her thoughts, which " good part,** 
therefore, " should not be taken away from her." 
Similar to this Divine assertion, as also to the 
injunction in the text, are those words of St. Paul 
to the Colossians, " set your affections on things 
above, not on things on the earth *." 

Alas! my Christian brethren, how much do 
we stand in need of being repeatedly reminded 
of our disregard to this plain, and important 
language of Scripture ! How regardless, for the 
most part, are we of the one thing needful! How 
disobedient to that Spirit which tells us to " set 
our affections on things above !" How deaf to 
the voice which warns us to " seek first the king- 
dom of God and his righteousness !" 

It is lamentable to reflect, what vast numbers 
there are in the world, who completely set at 
nought the word of the Almighty ; who, instead 
of endeavouring to *' walk worthy of the voca- 
tion wherewith they are called," and *' giving 
diligence to make their calling and election sure," 
suffer ^' the cares of this world and the deceit- 



» Col. iii. 2. 
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fulness of riches^"' so to engross their time and 
thoughts^ as scarcely to allow thtmselves to 
think of, much less to " work out, their salva- 
tion !** It is, indeed, almost incredible, that, with 
the shrill and piercing notes of the Gospel invita-* 
tion ever sounding in their ears, and summoning 
them on the one hand, with the tenderest accents 
of love to rally round the standard of the Re- 
deemer, and on the other, warning them with 
unsparing denunciations of vengeance on the 
part of heaven, lest they should be so bold as to 
desert from the Holy Cause, and prove them- 
selves, like Judas, traitors to the cross of Christ ; 
— ^it is marvellous to think that, with every possi- 
ble inducement, thus held out to them by a God 
of compassion to follow after righteousness, and 
to embrace the salvation offered in the Gospel, 
men should still be found walking in the broad 
road that leadeth to destruction ! 

But though this is a problem apparently diffi- 
cult to solve, it is, alas ! too true ; and only 
verifies the words of the Prophet, and which our 
Saviour himself cited, when lamenting the woeful 
unbelief of the Jews ; " their heart is fat, and 
their ears heavy, and their eyes are shut, lest 
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they see with their eyes^ and understand with 
their heart, and convert, and be healed ^'* 

Why, is it that men appear to be so completely 
indifferent to their best, their only real, their 
eternal interests? Why, is it that, with the 
bright beams of Revelation shining full upon 
them, they prefer walking in darkness ? It is, 
that their heart is ''fat,'' and steeled against 
conviction ; that " having eyes,** they shut them 
against the truth ; *' having ears,** they stop them, 
so that the soothing voice of reconciliation, and 
of mercy, may not enter in. Thus it is, that 
the " mammon of unrighteousness" gains such 
an unworthy influence over their minds, that 
they cannot be induced to '' take up their cross 
and follow Christ." They cannot be brought 
to renounce the " hidden things of darkness," 
and to forego " the pleasures of sin, which are 
but for a season," and of which they are in the 
actual possession, for the reversion of what they 
may consider at too great a distance to be worth 
their aspiring after. 

A moderate, and temperate, enjoyment of the 
things of this world, is by no means at variance 

* Isaiah vi. 10. 



10 RELIGION THE FIRST 

with the views and ends of religion. But when 
we see men^ who profess the religion of the 
Redeemer^ perverting the blessings of heaven ; 
— suffering the bad passions of their nature to 
influence them in the use of the choicest gifts 
of Providence^ and thus turning the mercies of 
heaven into' weapons of warfare against their 
own souls^ and the souls of their fellow-crea* 
tures: — ^when, for instance, wealth is made to 
minister to luxury, to pride, or oppression ; or, 
which is equally to be condemned, when it be- 
comes the object of our adoration, without being 
employed for the necessary purposes of life, and, 
above all, for the required support and allevia- 
tion of the indigent, the unfortunate, and the 
destitute, among the thousands who have a 
claim upon our " works and labour of love f — 
then it is, that the gracious language of the text 
is especially called for, to check the progress of 
such an unhallowed, such an unworthy employr 
ment of the entrusted " talent," and to save the 
devoted worldling from that place of torment, 
where, like the rich man in the Gospel, without 
any abatement of his misery being ever made, 
not even a single " drop of water to cool his 
tongue" being allowed him, he must atone for 
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his want of faith^ and his utter contempt of 
" Moses and the Prophets,** and the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

When, again, the amusements and fashions of 
the world lead men into heedless dissipation, 
and intemperate and *' riotous living ;" and the 
thought of '^ what they shall eat, and what they 
shall drink, or what they shall put on," occupies 
the mind, and usurps the place of every better 
feeling ; above all, where the service and worship 
of the great God is neglected, his Sabbaths pol- 
luted, his sacraments spurned and rejected ; and 
when houns, which should be devoted to pious 
thoughts and actions, are profaned by business, 
or unhallowed recreations ; — these, indeed, are 
fearful signs, with such blind, misguided men, 
that religion is but an empty name ; that '* God 
is not in all their thoughts ;** that they " worship 
the creature more than the Creator ;" that the 
kingdom of Satan and his deadly rule are prefer- 
red before " the kingdom of God and his right- 
eousness." Is not this a bold defiance of the will 
of heaven ? Is it not a deliberate and determined 
insult to Jehovah's majesty ? Is it not to mock 
the love and mercy of him, whose name they 
bear? and at once to put a barrier between them- 

13 



12 RELIGION THE FIRST 

selves and that redemption, which he so dearly 
purchased for them ? 

Never can it be urged by unrepentant sinners, 
at the hour of death, or when standing before 
the judgment-seat of God at the last great day, 
that much has not been done to redeem their 
souls. By the glorious Gospel of the Son of 
God, we have all been brought out of darkness 
into light. From being bitter " enemies to God, 
by our wicked works,** we have been reconciled 
unto him by the blood of the atonement. The 
fetters, by which we were once fast bound to 
the service of the devil, have been shivered by 
the mighty arm of the Redeemer ; and we are 
at once blessed with the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. " What more,** my brethren, 
I would ask with the Prophet, '' could God have 
done to his vineyard that he hath not done in 
it ?" What then, think you, shall be his anger, 
if, when he " looketh that it should bring forth 
grapes, it bringeth forth wild grapes T " What 
will he do to those husbandmen" who have been 
thus idle in their Lord's vineyard ? who, instead 
of cultivating it with faithful and unwearied in- 
dustry, have left it to run to weeds, suffering its 
" hedge to be broken down," '^ the wild boar out 
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of the field to root it up ; and the wild beasts of 
the field to devour it K'* *' He will miserably 
destroy those wicked men, and will let it out unto 
other husbandmen, which shall render him the 
fruits in their seasons ^." 

« 

My fellow Christians, when we reflect that, 
owing to the wide separation, which our sins had 
caused between us and God, it would not have 
interfered, in the slightest degree, with the ex- 
ercise either of his mercy or his justice, had he 
imposed the most grievous and heavy conditions 
upon us; nay, that as our Creator, our Re- 
deemer, and our future Judge, he would have 
the most undeniable claim to our strict observ- 
ance of whatever laws he might think fit to give 
us; — ^how truly thankful ought we to be, to 
think that his " yoke is easy and his burden 
light ^ ;" that there is nothing in his ever-blessed 
Gospel either hard to bear, or, if aided by the 
Holy Spirit, beyond our strength to perform ; — 
nothing but what the most simple may under- 
stand, and the most fearful may rejoice in ! 

What a beautiful and harmonious system of 
morality is in that Gospel set forth, to guide all 

' Psalm Ixxx. 13. * Matt. xxi. 41. ' Matt. xi. SO. 
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the ransomed children to the bosom of ttieir 
Father's love! How encouraging is that lan- 
guage^ which bids all who *' are weary and heavy 
laden with the burden of their sins," to go to 
Christ for rest and comfort ! But, on the other 
hand, how impressive and awful the denunci- 
ations against those, who refuse to model their 
lives according to the rules and precepts therein 
contained ! 

Jesus Christ is " the way, the truth, and the 
life ' ;'' and whosoever willeth, through him may 
be saved. His Gospel is *' a pearl of great 
price ;" but unless we faithfully observe the 
terms on which salvation is offered to sinners, 
it will prove, on the contrary, a stone of stum- 
bling, and a source of perdition. The message of 
pardon and peace proclaimed to guilty man, if 
spumed and neglected, will be turned into a 
message of wrath and alienation from God. In- 
stead of being " a savour of life unto life," it will 
thus become "a savour of death unto death." 
'^ If" the eternal Son of God *' had not come and 
spoken unto" men, *' they had not had sin, but 
now they have no cloke for their sin 'J' 

* John xiv. 6. * John xv. £2. 
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With such a Gospel, then, and with such a 
Saviour, we can have no excuse, *' no cloke" for 
continuing in our sins. Let us from henceforth 
resolve, by the grace of God, to forsake them. 
Let us endeavour to rise superior to the vain 
attractions of this passing scene ; and let us be 
diligent only in ^^ seeking the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness." What ! if our days be 
marked by the most propitious circumstances. 
What ! if prosperity brightens ; and gifts, whether 
natural or acquired, whether mental or bodily, 
adorn the sphere in which we move. What ! if 
riches swell our coffers ; and power gives influ- 
ence to our thoughts and actions : — yet all these 
will avail us nothing, if we are weak in faith and 
barren of love for God. Let our bodies be clothed 
with the most costly garments, and our tables be 
spread with the rarest, and most delicious viands; 
still, where will be the advantage, if we put not 
on the robes of righteousness, those garments of 
salvation which " wax not old ;'* and if we pos- 
sess not that "bread of life," which, Uke the 
*' widow's cruse of oil," will never fail ? 

" I beseech you, therefore, brethren," to make 
use of the impressive language of the Apostle, 
'' by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
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bodies a living sacrifice^ holy^ acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable service. And be 
not conformed to this world : but be ye trans* 
formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good and acceptable and per- 
fect will of God *." 

^ Rom. xii. 1, 2. 



SERMON II. 



THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER. 



1 Thessalonians v. 17, 18. 

" Pray without ceasing. In every thing give thanks : for this 
is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you." 

Such is the exhortation of the Apostle to the 
Thessalonian converts : and it is no less applic- 
able to believers in these days, who are equally 
called upon to avail themselves of those ap- 
pointed means, by which they may be enabled 
'^ so to pass through things temporal, that finally 
they lose not the things eternal." 

The duty and importance of prayer is plain, 
both from the deductions of reason, and from the 
Revelation of Scripture : and would that it were 
unnecessary for the minister of religion to remind 
his hearers of that, which not even the most 
careless among them can for a moment deny, as 
being conducive to present peace and happiness, 

c 
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as highly essential to the soul's eternal welfare, 
and pleasing and acceptable to the Almighty 
Governor of the universe. But alas ! whatever 
may be their real sentiments on the subject, upon 
pious and sober reflection, I fear there are many 
who allow the cares and occupations of the 
world, and the baneful influence which they have 
over the mind, to check the growth of any such 
good impressions, and perhaps, in some instances, 
altogether to hinder their development. 

When we consider in how very dependent a 
situation we are all placed in this world, — ^how 
totally unable we are to do, or even to '^ think, 
any thing as of ourselves," but that '^ our suf- 
ficiency is" altogether " of God * ;" — when we 
reflect too, that " in him we live, and move, and 
have our being * f that from him every blessing 
flows ; and without his providence not the most 
trifling earthly benefit can accrue to us ; and, 
what is of still greater moment, that without his 
grace the salvation, which was wrought for us 
by a Saviour's atonement, cannot by any possi- 
bility be our's ; — with what force surely will the 
language of the text come to our hearts ; and 

' 2 Cor. iii. 5. » Acts xvii. 28. 
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how immediately shall we be led, not only to 
recognise the Divine injunction on this head, but 
at the same time to acknowledge, with every 
expression of gratitude, the gracious and mer- 
ciful purpose for which it was given ! 

Our blessed Saviour, who once stooped so low 
as to visit this material world, and to invest his 
glorious person with our polluted flesh, knew 
full well, by his own voluntary experience, how 
helpless we were by nature, — ^liow liable to sink 
under the burden of affliction, and to yield to 
the force of temptation ; and therefore, in what 
great need we stood of assistance from above, in 
our probationary journey through life. Although 
it was not possible, that the slightest stain of sin 
should pollute the soul, or be visible in the 
actions, of that ''Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world f yet was he, in every 
other respect " made like unto us in all things ^ f 
subject to the various sufferings of our nature, 
and tried by temptations in every form ; and 
therefore, even for himself, did Jesus feel the 
necessity of his Father's aid, and his Father's 
comfort, as the whole conduct of his life, to the 



* John i. 29. 
C 2 
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final consummation of his woes on the cross, 
most fiiUy proved. 

Numerous, were the instances in which our 
beloved Lord betook himself to prayer. When, 
upon two diflFerent occasions, he performed the 
wondrous miracle of feeding an immense multi- 
tude with the most trifling quantity of food, " he 
gave thanks ^'^ When he was transfigured, we 
read that *' he went up into a mountain to 
pray*." St. Mark informs us, after he had 
healed " many that were sick of divers diseases, 
and cast out many devils, in the morning, rising 
up a great while before day, he went out 
and departed into a solitary place, and there 
prayed ^'* Before he walked on the sea, " he 
depsirted into a mountain to pray*.*' After 
having restored the withered hand, he ''went 
out into a mountain, and continued all night in 
prayer*." On the disciples asking our Lord, 
why they could not cast out the dumb spirit, 
'' he said unto them, this kind can come forth 
by nothing but by prayer and fasting *." In his 
agony in the garden, prayer was the Redeemer's 



' John vi. 11 ; Mark viii. 6. ' Luke ix. 28. * Mark i. 35. 
* Mark vi. 46 » Luke vi. 12. • Mark ix. 29. 
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best consolation ; and, when expiring on the 
fatal tree, he prayed even for his very mur- 
derers. 

If then the spotless and all-powerful Saviour 
of the world deemed it essential to seek the 
favour and protection of heaven, to assist him in 
the faithful and complete performance of the 
mighty errand, on which he came into the world ; 
— if he, whose '' name" it was foretold should be 
" called wonderful, counsellor, the mighty God^ 
the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace \" 
— who had power not only to raise the dead, 
but, after he had laid down his own precious 
life, and was consigned to the dark bosom of 
the earth, had power also, to burst asunder the 
bonds of death, and to rise triumphant from his 
short imprisonment, and soon afterwards, to 
ascend up into heaven with the same facility 
that he had before left it ; — I say, if the incar- 
nate God of the universe, — he, *' in whom are 
all things, and by whom are all things," vouch- 
safed to pray, — does it not behove us poor, 
weak, sinful mortals, to " pray without ceasing, 
and in every thing to give thanks," confessing 

^ I8aia1i ix. 6. 
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and believing, that it '^ is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus concerning us T 

Our Saviour vouchsafed to instruct his disci- 
ples, in this particular of their duty, in very plain 
and positive language. ** Watch and pray, lest 
ye enter into temptation \" was his warning 
advice to his slumbering disciples in the garden. 
And in the same gracious manner, does he speak 
to all slumbering sinners in every age : for 
although *' the spirit may be willing f yet he 
knew that " the flesh was weak,** and required 
invigorating with the powerfiil influences of the 
Holy Spirit. *' Ask, and it shall be given you ; 
seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you ; for every one that asketh 
receiveth, and he that seeketh findeth ; and to 
him that knocketh it shall be opened ^'* This is 
an assurance of the most encouraging nature, 
and full of the sweetest comfort. And when we 
consider, that our merciful Redeemer went even 
so far as to point out to us the manner, in which 
we ought to address our Father which is in 
heaven, and the very form, too, upon which our 
petitions should be modelled ; we must at once, 

* Mark xiv. SS. " » Matt. vii. 7, 8. 
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be lost in devout admiration^ and be filled with 
the deepest gratitude for such a condescending 
mark of Christ's love for the souls of his people. 
Nor did this friend of sinners omit^ at the same 
time^ to make known the appointed medium, 
through which we might presume to approach 
the throne of grace : " Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my 
name, he will give it you ^" Is not the eternal 
Son of God represented in Scripture as *' our 
great High-Priest," our intercessor, our advocate 
with the Father ? And as such, are we not admo- 
nished to approach him, and to beseech him, 
that he will be pleased to present our prayers 
and supplications, at the footstool of Jehovah's 
throne ? 

If we will only have recourse to the sacred 
oracles of God, we shall not fail to discover the 
duty of prayer strictly enforced, both by precept 
and example. We shall find many remarkable 
instances recorded, of the most favoured servants 
of God practising this reasonable service ; but in 
the case of none, surely, is its importance so 
strikingly evidenced, as in that of holy David. 

* John xvi. 25. 

13 
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Cast your eyes over the beautiful lines contained 
in the book of Psalms, and you will perceive, that 
a general vein of devotional feeling at once per- 
vades their expressions, and stamps their charac- 
ter. He, although styled " the man after God's 
own heart," had yet been guilty of many and 
glaring sins, and was exposed, like other mortals, 
to grievous trials and afflictions : but, under a 
thorough conviction of his errors, and with an 
earnest desire to obtain the forgiveness of his 
Maker, we find him, on his own account, and 
also for the spiritual improvement of his fellow- 
sinners and fellow-sufferers in the world, breath- 
ing forth the most pious and impassioned strains 
of heavenly eloquence ; and such as can never 
be perused by us, but with the most ardent 
gratitude, and the most beneficial results. 

Exposed as we are, every moment of our lives, 
to a variety of unforeseen incidents, which may 
bring with them the deepest mortification, or the 
most overwhelming grief ; — surrounded by perils 
and difficulties of every kind, both of a temporal 
and spiritual nature ; where, would be our defence, 
where, our support and solace, had we not a 
heavenly guide to fly to, — a rock on which to 
rest in safety, amidst the dangers and the evils 
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that encompass us ? There are seasons of afflic- 
tion, and hours of trial and of conflict, when the 
utmost exertions of a host of earthly comforters 
will fail to impart relief, that is, relief of a sub- 
stantial and enduring nature, to the agonized 
bosom. It is at such a moment as this, when 
^' the waters are come in unto the soul V' that 
prayer comes to the aid of the sorrowing, but 
faithful. Christian. It is then, that the privilege 
of casting the burden of his sorrow at the foot of 
a pitying God is peculiarly felt : it is then, that 
the healing balm of the one great Physician is 
more than ever soothing : it is then, that we are 
brought to confess that he, who will never for- 
sake the confiding child of his own adoption, 
is truly a. tender guardian, an all-powerful pro- 
tector. 

In every description of trial, the benefit and 
importance of prayer must appear to each be- 
lieving wanderer in this vale of tears : but in no 
case is it so needful, so consoling, so salutary, as 
when it is ofiered up for the purpose of confessing 
our sins before God, of seeking an interest in the 
blood of his Son Jesus Christ, and of imploring 

^ Psalm Ixix. 1 . 
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forgiveness at the hands of insulted majesty. 
From whom, I would ask^ is not such an exercise 
required ? Who can *' say he hath no sin/' and 
that he need not thus to humble himself^ with 
every feeling of degradation and of conscious 
helplessness^ at the throne of grace ? *' If we 
say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us \'* Nay, we are compelled to 
acknowledge that '' every imagination of the 
thoughts of the heart of man is only evil conti- 
nually*/' The purest, the most highly gifted, 
amongst us cannot tell out the sun's diurnal 
course, and reach the silence of the night, with- 
out having cause to deplore some neglected duty, 
some trespass committed, either by thought,word, 
or deed, against the purity of heaven ; and with- 
out having great reason to cry out, in the penitent 
language of the publican in the Gospel, '' God 
be merciful to me a sinner/' Shall we, then, 
refuse to prostrate ourselves before our Maker, 
and pray that his pardoning love may be ex- 
tended towards us ? Shall we fail to supplicate 
his grace, that, for the time to come, the natural 
and hereditary power, which sin has over us, be 

* 1 John i. 8. * Gen. vi. 5. 
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thereby diminished ; and our own resolutions to 
keep clear of actual guilt be strengthened and 
renewed ? 

There are none, I trust, in this assembly, who 
are so senseless, so indifferent to their real 
interests, so totally devoid of every religious 
impression, as not to feel themselves called on, 
ere they retire to the chamber of repose, to pray 
that God's watchful providence may be extended 
over them, during the awful stillness of the night ; 
and who do not, under the solemn conviction 
that it may be their last, their farewell night on 
earth, — that it may be exchanged, not for the 
brightness of the morning, but for the eternal 
darkness of the grave, — commit their souls to 
his heavenly keeping ; and in suppliant attitude, 
strive to *' make their peace with God, before 
they go hence, and are no more seen/' And 
should it seem fit to the Great Ruler of the uni- 
verse, to raise you up in health and safety to 
another day; whilst you utter the voice of thanks- 
giving for the mercies of the departed hours of 
the night, would you not beseech him to renew 
his providential care over you, throughout the 
day on which you have entered ; and to defend 
you, when engaged in the duties of your calling. 
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from every evil that may befal your body, and 
from every prejudicial influence that may assault 
and hurt the soul ; thus realising, in your own 
persons, the Psalmist's holy exclamation, " it is a 
good thing to give thanks unto the Lord ; and to 
sing praises unto thy name, O Most Highest ; to 
shew forth thy loving-kindness in the morning, 
and thy faithfulness every night ^" 

But we are exhorted, in the text, to " pray 
without ceasing.'* By this expression it can by 
no means be implied, that we are always to be 
engaged in acts of devotion ; for this would be 
at once to put a stop to every secular employ- 
ment; — the various relations of life would then 
cease to be performed ; — the moral duties of the 
Gospel would be neglected ; — and, while we are 
saying ^' Lord, Lord," our obedience would be 
defective, and the purpose for which we were 
sent into the world, namely, to " work out our 
salvation," would be altogether frustrated. But 
the meaning of the passage is doubtless this, 
that we are called on to cultivate in our breasts 
such sentiments of piety and devotion as shall 
always predispose and fit us for the exercise of 

* Psalm xcii. 1,2. 
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prayer. It signifies, that we should not only 
avail ourselves of every proper and appointed 
season for the performance of this duty, but 
also that we should embrace every occasion that 
may present itself, if not positively to go through 
the/orm of devotion, yet, for a time at least, to 
elevate the soul to heaven ; and thus, as it were, 
to imbibe a kind of spirituality of thought, which 
the grace of God can alone impart, and which a 
too constant and fixed attention to earthly 
objects is so much calculated to deaden and 
impair. In this sense, then, we may be ex- 
pected to '' pray without ceasing ;" and also, as 
we are elsewhere enjoined by the same apostle, 
though in language differently expressed, to be 
*' praying always with all prayer and supplication 
in the Spirit ^" 

And here, my brethren, I would take occasion 
to notice the extremely indecent and irreverent 
manner, in which many persons are accustomed 
to offer up their petitions in the house of God. 
When engaged in private devotion, whether in 
the closet or with the assembled family, I believe 
that due attention is for the most part paid to 

* Ephes. vi. 18. 
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the observance of a decorous and pious demean- 
our ; indeed, I should much doubt, if the most 
ignorant and uninstructed of God's creatures 
ever sought the favour of his Maker by the act 
of prayer, when retiring to rest at night, or 
when rising in the morning, without humbling 
his person in the most lowly attitude, and bending 
the knee in token of the unfeigned submission of 
his soul. But, extraordinary as it may appear, 
it is otherwise in the public sanctuary of God. 
Why, or wherefore, there should be less regard 
paid to decency and decorum in this sacred place, 
than in your own private dwellings, I am at a 
loss to conjecture : but I lament to say, that the 
manner in which by far the greater proportion of 
this, and every other congregation perform their 
devotional exercises, is most unbecoming of ra- 
tional beings, and altogether at variance with the 
spirit of our holy religion. 

From the deductions of common sense, from 
the general tenor of Scripture, and from the po- 
sitive directions of our Church, we conclude that^ 
when occupied in the act of praying to the Al- 
mighty, the posture of kneeling is most befitting 
the sacred character of the Christian worshipper, 
and most acceptable to the great and holy Being 
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we address. But, instead of this, we behold a 
crowd of sinful mortals assembled together, for 
the avowed purpose of confessing their sins, of 
paying adoration to their Maker, and of asking 
pardon for the past, either standing or sitting, or 
in some other negligent and equally irreverent 
posture, as though they were employed in some 
matter of inferior moment, and not in the most 
solemn of all engagements. There are some few, 
I am thankful to say, who do observe this essen- 
tial mark of respect and reverence, due from a 
creature to his Creator : but the remainder, with 
fearful unconcern and apparent absence of all 
true feeling of devotion, deem it of little, or no 
importance. 

We should not hesitate, to fall low on our 
bended knees before an earthly prince or gover- 
nor, when we have occasion to ask some favour, 
or to be exempted from the penalty due to some 
heinous offence : — shall we then, through pride 
or indifference to the sanctity of the occasion, 
neglect to do the same, when we are about to 
implore the favour and protection of Hijnj,who is 
*r King of kings> and Lord of lords," — whom we 
have so grievously offended, and without whose 
free pardon, we can never hope to be spared the 
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punishment due to our sins, much less to inherit 
the rewards of obedience ? 

My fellow Christians, let me once more urge 
upon you, in conclusion, the paramount import- 
ance of, and the incalculable benefit to be derived 
from, constant and earnest prayer. We are told 
in Scripture that *' the effectual fervent prayer of 
the righteous availeth much ' ;'' and if you should 
be ever at a loss as to the direction of your 
thoughts or the choice of your language, remem- 
ber that the same Scripture assures us, that *' the 
Spirit helpeth our infirmities ;" — that '^ we know 
not what we should pray for as we ought, but 
that the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us 
with groanings that cannot be uttered *." Think 
how very weak and helpless you are by nature ; 
and that not only your present peace of mind, 
but your future and eternal happiness, depends 
on the grace of God ; which grace, believe me, 
will never be imparted to you, unless you seek it. 
But " the Lord is nigh unto all them that call 
upon him — to all that call upon him in truth. 
He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him : 
he also will hear their cry, and will save them '." 

* James v. 16. ^ r^^ y- ^6. ' Psalm cxlv. 18, 19. 
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Still it is only through his Son Jesus Christ, that 
your prayers must be offered up, and that your 
complaints will be wafted to the regions above. 
He is our appointed Mediator and Advocate with 
the Father : his office, is to present our petitions 
at the throne of grace, and to make them accept- 
able with the Lord Jehovah. " Having, there- 
fore, brethren, boldness," as the Apostle says, "to 
enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a 
new and living way, which he hath consecrated 
for us through the veil, that is to say, his flesh ; 
and having a High Priest over the house of God, 
let us draw near, in full assurance of faith ^*' 
And doubt not, that a compassionate God, who 
" is not extreme to mark what is done amiss,** 
and whose door of mercy is ever open to him 
that knocketh, "will hear you from his holy 
heaven with the saving strength of his right 
hand'." 

» Heb. X. 19—22. » Psalm xx. 6. 
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THE DOCTRINE OF GRACE AND WORKS 

CONSIDERED. 



2 Peter i. 10. 
'' Give diligence to make your calling and election sure. 



if 



There have been no doctrines, more misunder- 
stood, nay, I would say more perverted, and the 
misapplication of which, has given greater licence 
to unholy living, than those of grace and works. 
The error, I think, for the most part consists 
in not taking a suflSciently comprehensive view, 
of the whole scheme of redemption, as set forth 
in the word of God ; and in not comparing the 
different parts of Scripture with each other, as 
the sacred volume undoubtedly ought to be 
read. But instead of this, too many are content 
to fix on single and isolated passages, and on 
them abstractedly, to ground their faith. By 
reasoning from particular portions of Scripture, 
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without any reference to its general tenor, (by 
which alone " the truth as it is in Jesus'* can be 
ascertained) they presume to interpret the word 
of the Almighty, according to their own narrow 
and preconceived notions ; and so, being " un- 
learned and unstable, wrest** it from its evident 
meaning, and, it may be feared, to their own 
eventual destruction. 

By this fallacious mode of consulting the sacred 
depository of God's will to man, they are liable 
to fall into two opposite extremes ; that is, they 
either ascribe that kind of importance to their 
own works, as almost to set aside the free grace 
of Go4, in effecting .their redemption ; or else 
they lay such an undue and unwarranted stress 
on the merits of the Saviour, as to flatter them- 
selves with the vain and impious notion, that 
they shall inherit eternal life, to the total exclu- 
sion of their own personal endeavours after that 
** holiness, without which no man shall see the 
Lord." Either of these extremes is equally 
iraught with danger, against which, therefore, it 
behoves us most carefully to guard. May we, 
my Christian brethren, so '' read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest" the Holy Scriptures, that 
with the preventing and co-operating aid of the 

D 2 
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blessed Spirit, we may be enabled clearly to see 
the precious truths of revelation ; and have 
strength and wisdom to pursue the gracious 
method therein declared to bring us to salva* 
tion. 

The apostle bids us, in the words which I 
have selected for our present reflections, to 
" give diligence to make our calling and election 
sure.'* In the preceding part of the chapter he 
tells the Corinthian converts, to whom this 
epistle is addressed, that although they had 
" obtained the like precious faith with himself, 
through the righteousness of God and our Lord 
Jesus Christ ;" yet to this faith, it was nei^essary 
for them to add, those Christian graces and 
virtues, by which they were to " adorn the doc- 
trine of God their Saviour," and which he thus 
enumerates : " Add to your faith virtue ; and to 
virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temper- 
ance; and to temperance patience; and to 
patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly 
kindness ; and to brotherly kindness charity." 
The advice and instruction here given by the 
apostle, in conjunction with many other passages 
of Scripture of similar import, evidently leads us 
to conclude, that although, through God's mercy. 
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we be called and elected to the privileges of the 
Christian covenant, yet such election is by no 
means absolute ; that the salvation of the Gospel 
is not already made " sure" to us; but that 
something must be done on our parts, in order 
to obtain it ; that we must not be idlers in the 
Lord's vineyard, but diligent and indefatigable 
labourers, continually *' working out our sal- 
vation" by those means, which are made known 
to us by Divine Revelation, and without an 
earnest and devout attention to which, the merits 
of the Redeemer will not be made available to 
us. 

But let it not, I entreat you, be supposed that 
we, who are appointed to teach the way of sal- 
vation, would inculcate the necessity of the 
moral duties of the Gospel, as being in them- 
selves of sufficient value, to gain for us an entrance 
into Christ's eternal kingdom ; and that we 
would have you, for a single instant, lose sight 
of redemption, as the free and unmerited gift of 
God. But we feel ourselves called upon, and 
duly authorized by the word of God, to impress 
on our hearers, the absolute importance of ex- 
erting those energies, with which they have been 
gifted ; and of employing those talents, which 
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have been committed to their trusty in such a 
faithful and uncompromising manner, as shall 
prove, that they are true believers in Divine Re- 
velation ; that they are Christians, not only in 
name and by profession, but also in practice ; 
and that they really value the salvation that has 
been so dearly purchased for them, by obeying 
the injunctions of Christ's law ; — ^in short, that 
they not only have a name to live, but are indeed 
" alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord/' 
We feel justified in telling you that " if you would 
enter into life, you must keep the conmiand- 
ments \'* With those, however, who plead in the 
strongest terms the merits of the Saviour, most 
fully and unequivocally do we agree. Unspeak- 
able indeed are the merits of that Saviour, and 
unlimited are the mercies which he has bestowed 
on a world of ungrateful, rebellious people, in re- 
deeming them from the punishment that awaited 
them. It is only through Jesus Christ, the se- 
cond Person in the ever blessed Trinity, that we 
can hope for salvation. This immense blessing 
can only be obtained, through the grace of God. 
But, that the sufficiency of Christ's mediation will 

' Matt. xix. 17. 
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be the means of imputing righteousness to us ; 
that we shall be exempted^ by virtue of his atone- 
ment, from the penalty of sin, without endea- 
vouring ourselves, by constant and unqualified 
obedience, by continued resistance against the 
bad passions of our nature, and by uniform at- 
tention to all the sacred ordinances of God, to 
render ourselves " meet for the inheritance of the 
saints in light ;" — is a supposition, totally irrecon- 
cileable with one of the chief attributes of the 
Almighty, which is his justice : and at once un- 
scriptural, and subversive of every law, both of 
reason and religion. It is against such a fearful 
and dangerous delusion, that the faithful minister 
of the Gospel uplifts his feeble voice. 

Be not deceived, brethren ; salvation is a boon, 
to which, a most important condition is annexed, 
and on which alone, the Word of God assures us, 
it will be granted. St. Paul tells us that '' the 
grace of God hath appeared unto all men, teach- 
ing us that denying all ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, and righteously, and 
godly in this present worlds" But the same 
Apostle, you will perhaps argue, says in another 

» Tit. ii. 11, 12. 
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place that, " by grace we are saved through 
faith, and that not of ourselves, it is the gift of 
God, lest any man should boast '." But St. Paul 
surely never intended to make the Ephesians 
imagine, that the grace of God would save them, 
merely because they professed a belief in the 
Gospel : but he wished them to understand that, 
as it was solely through the grace of God, 
they had been rescued from the galling yoke of 
bondage, and put into a state of salvation, and 
not on account of any merits or deservings of 
their own ; so must their faith be manifested by 
its fruits, and by an evident desire on their parts, 
to *' walk worthy of the vocation wherewith 
they were called.'' The verse, which immedi- 
ately follows it, plainly shews that such was the 
Apostle's meaning; *' for we are his workman- 
ship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God before ordained that we should walk 
in them." 

But while we preach the doctrine of obedi- 
ence ; — while we endeavour, in humble imitation 
of Christ and his Apostles, to enforce the strict 
observance of all the various duties of morality, 

* Eph. ii. 8, 9. 
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as set forth in the Gospel ; — I would at the same 
time caution you against fancying^ that any thing 
you can possibly do, will be acceptable to God ; 
nay, rather would I bid you to believe, that it 
" hath the nature of sin '," and consequently must 
be displeasing in the sight of heaven ; if it pro* 
ceed not from love to God, and faith in his Son 
Jesus Christ : for " whatsoever is not of faith," 
says St. Paul, " is sin*." Good works can only 
be pleasing to God, inasmuch as they are the 
fruits and evidences of our faith ; and they are 
" known as a tree is discerned by the fruit '." 
Yet to think, that there can be any, the slightest, 
merit in our best, and most faithful exertions, our 
purest and most holy intentions, is a notion too 
fearful, too monstrous to dwell on. 

At best, we are but '' unprofitable servants ;'' 
at best, we are " poor, and blind, and naked *," 
unworthy to be called the sons of him, who so 
graciously adopted us into his family ;— unworthy 
to appear before him with the offering of any 
sacrifice, however comparatively, pure ; however 
costly : for we have *' all sinned and come short 
of the glory of God ^" No, it is not the sacri- 

» Xlltb Article. ' Rom. xiv. 23. ' Xllth Article. 

* Rev. iii. 17. * Rom. iii. 23. 
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fice of our frail works, that can procure for us 
that inestimable blessing, that ''pearl of great 
price," which is in mercy held out to us, as the 
reward of faith and obedience ; — but it is a sacri- 
fice far more stupendous, far more costly, than 
the bauble we can offer ; no less than the sacri* 
fice of the *' Lamb without spot and blemish ;" 
full, perfect, and sufficient, which was '' offered 
up once for all for the sins of the whole world." 
'' We are justified freely by God's grace, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus ; whom 
God hath set forth to be a propitiation through 
faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for 
the remission of sins that are past, through the 
forbearance of God ^" 

But without depreciating the great atonement 
made for sinners by the Son of God ; — without 
derogating, in the slightest degree, from the ful- 
ness and sufficiency of his merits ; I cannot but 
warn you against relying on those merits for 
salvation, while you are content to fly from the 
observance of those conditions, which are required 
at the hand of every candidate for the favour 
of the Redeemer. The intrinsic value of such 

* Rom. iii. 24, 25. 
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perfonnances^ it is true, cannot suffice as the mea- 
sure of that reward, which is promised only 
to the faithful Christian. The extent of that 
boundless remuneration, is the free gift of our 
most merciful Creator. But still, the humble 
sacrifice of virtuous actions must be offered, the 
faint works of human charity must be inscribed, 
or the blood of the Atonement will have been 
shed in vain. 

To any one, that reads the Sacred Scriptmres 
with a humble and unprejudiced mind, it must 
be evident, that their general design is to stimu- 
late to the constant and faithful performance of 
holy and virtuous actions. Thus, in the Old 
Testament, the detestation in which the Almighty 
holds those, who profess to be religious without 
evincing it in their conduct, is distinctly declared 
by the Prophet Isaiah. " To what purpose is 
the multitude of yoiu: sacrifices unto me ? saith 
the Lord. When ye spread forth your hands 
unto me, I will hide mine eyes fi-om you ; yea, 
when ye make many prayers I will not hear : — 
wash you, make you clean, put away the evil 
of your doings from before mine eyes ; cease to 
do evil, learn to do well ; seek judgment, relieve 
the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the 
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widow ^" And it were easy, if necessary, to call 
to our aid, numerous other passages in the Old 
Testament, in order to shew that a holy and 
virtuous life is essential not only to the present, 
but, which is of far greater moment, to the 
eternal welfare of all God's creatures. And will 
any one deny, that the whole of the New Tes- 
tament abounds with exhortations to ''live as 
becometh those that are redeemed of the Lord Y* 
This was the doctrine preached by all the apos- 
tles : but the testimony of St. James is here quite 
sufficient. " Be ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving your own selves ^^ Again. ^ 
in the same chapter he says, *' pure religion and 
undefiled before God is this, to visit the father- 
less, and the widows, in their affliction ; and to 
keep himself unspotted from the world '." And 
speaking of faith, he says in the second chapter ; 
" Faith, if it hath not works, is dead being alone. 
Yea a man may say thou hast faith, and I have 
works, shew me thy faith without thy works, and 
I will shew thee my faith by my works." 

Above all, what is the sum and substance of 
the heavenly preaching of him, who is the great 

* Isaiah i. ^ James i. 2U. ^ James i. 27. 
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" author and finisher of our faith V Is it not 
that we should love "judgment, mercy, and 
truth T In the beautiful sermon on the Mount, 
our beloved Lord, takes pains to instil into the 
minds of his hearers, the paramount importance 
of cultivating all those delightful graces and 
virtues, which at once adorn the character, and 
mark the conduct of the sincere believer. Christ 
hesitated not to exhort his followers to '' let their 
light so shine before men that they might see 
their good works," and " thus glorify their Fa- 
ther which is in heaven." Christ hesitated not 
to tell them, that " except their righteousness 
exceeded the righteousness of the scribes and 
pharisees, they should in no wise enter into the 
kingdom of heaven." Christ hesitated not to 
bid them seek to *' be perfect, as their Father 
which is in heaven is perfect." To shew, indeed, 
that their weak, though sincere endeavours, 
could not be dispensed with, he plainly told 
them to " strive to enter in at the strait gate ^" 
Nor, did he omit to inform them, when cautioning 
against the seductions of " false prophets," how 
they should detect them ; *' wherefore," says he, 

^ Luke xiii. 24. 
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'' by their fruits ye shall know them f adding, 
moreover, this direct and ever to be repeated 
admonition ; " not every one that saith unto me 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, but he that doeth the will of my Father, 
which is in heaven ^" And how evidently do 
all the beautiful parables, by which our divine 
Master condescended to instruct his disciples^ go 
to establish the same truth. In the parable of 
the " ten virgins," how forcibly are we urged to 
watchfulness and activity in our Christian voca- 
tion ! In that of the " Talents,** the strongest 
argument is made use of, to induce men to em* 
ploy, to the utmost of their weak ability, the 
various advantages and blessings, which have 
been gratuitously bestowed upon them, by an 
all-wise and all-merciful Providence. 

Our Lord, in describing that awful scene of 
man's history, in which he represents the separa- 
tion of '' the sheep** from '' the goats," — that is, 
the good from the wicked — ^and what their rela- 
tive situation would be, after judgment should 
have been pronounced ; the former being placed 
on his " right hand,*' the latter on his " left ;**— 

' Vide Matt, v, vi, and vii. 
13 
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proceeds thus with the sublime description^ 
" Then shall the King say unto them on his 
right. Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world ; for I was an hungered, and ye gave 
me meat ; thirsty, and ye gave me drink ; I was 
a stranger, and ye took me in ; naked, and ye 
clothed me ; I was sick, and ye visited me ; I was 
in prison, and ye came unto me. Inasmuch as 
ye did it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me. Then shall 
he say to them on his left hand. Depart from 
me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels. And these shall go 
away into everlasting fire, but the righteous into 
life eternal \" 

Will any one presume to say, after hearing 
this solemn recital, that much is not required of 
us at the hands of God ? Nay, we are here posi- 
tively assured, for our encouragement in *' well 
doing," that our works of love and charity will 
even be regarded by the Saviour as *' done unto 
himself," and that we shall be rewarded accord- 
ingly with that, which none, who have been 

* Matt XXV. 
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deficient in these things can ever enjoy, — namely, 
an everlasting seat at his ^^ right hand." If you 
will but have recourse to the sacred pages of 
Scripture, you will find that there prevails 
throughout, the same tendency to encourage fide- 
lity and perseverance, in all the duties of religion, 
and a continued and unwearied endeavoi;ir, under 
the Divine assistance, to '^ make our calling and 
election sure." The whole work of salvation 
may be said, to be one continued struggle and 
contest on our parts. It is represented as a 
battle and a race, — the victory and the prize to 
be gained only by those, who struggle manfully 
and perseveringly in the contest ; who, like St. 
Paul, " have fought the good fight, have finished 
their course, and kept the faith :" and to such, 
and such only, will the glorious and splendid 
reward of heaven be awarded ; even " a crown 
of righteousness," which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, '' hath prepared for all them who love his 
appearing." 

My brethren, what shall I say more in conclu- 
sion, to induce you to give heed to the exhorta- 
tion of the apostle in the text ? I would fain set 
before you, for your further encouragement, the 
words which immediately follow : '* If ye do these 
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things, ye shall never fall. For so an entrance 
shall be administered unto you abundantly, into 
the everlasting kingdom of your Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ." Here, we are distinctly told, 
that if we be so happy as to perform those moral 
and virtuous actions, which the apostle enu- 
merates in the former part of the chapter, (and 
to which I have already referred) however in 
tiiemeelves insufficient, to procure pardon and 
acceptance with the Almighty, yet, they will in 
mercy be regarded as evidences of our true 
belief, and for the sake of Jesus Christ, be ad- 
mitted on our behalf at the day of judgment. 
But let not this encouraging language of the 
apostle lead any to presumption. Take heed 
that you " receive not the grace of God in vain," 
and so neglect that " great salvation," which is 
offered you through the blood of Christ. — 
Numerous and powerful, are the enemies which 
war against your soul : and if you relax at all, in 
your exertions to repel them, or grow faint in 
the hour of conflict, they will gain the mastery 
over you, and the devil will lead you captive at 
his will. But beware, lest you confide in your 
own imperfect strength, to resist such a host of 
formidable assailants as will beset you. Of your- 

E 
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selves, you can do' nothing : but God's " grace 
is sufficient for you ;" his " strength is made 
perfect in weakness.** 

Pray, then, most fervently and frequently for 
the powerful aid of his Spirit ; and so long as you 
are willing to confide in that sacred strength, it 
will never be withheld from you, but will co- 
operate with your humble, though sincere endea- 
vours, to " go on unto perfection." ^' Follow 
after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, 
meekness. Fight the good fight of faith : lay 
hold on eternal life, whereunto you are called * :" 
and finally you shall arrive, through a Saviour's 
merits, at that happy, glorious, and holy place, 
where you will dwell in the presence of " him, 
that sitteth upon the throne V and in the 
blessed company of angels and archangels, for 
ever and ever. 

' 1 Tim. vi. 11, 12. * Rev. v. 13. 
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1 Sam. XV. 22. 

'* And Samuel said, Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt- 
offerings and sacrifices, as obeying the voice of the Lord ? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken 
than the fat of rams." 

We read, in the seventeenth chapter of the book 
of Exodus, that when the children of Israel had 
escaped from their Egyptian bondage, they were 
waylaid and attacked by the Amalekites, a people 
descended from Esau ; upon which, Moses com- 
manded Joshua to " choose out men," and fight 
against them ; and ** Joshua discomfited Amalek 
and his people with the edge of the sword." 
Their chastisement, however, did not end here ; 
but their utter annihilation was eventually the 
consequence of their insolent conduct, as appears 
from the fourteenth verse of the same chapter. 
*'* And the Lord said unto Moses, write this for 

E 2 
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a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the ears 
of Joshua ; for I will utterly put out the remem- 
brance of Amalek from under heaven.** This 
Divine injunction, was subsequently renewed on 
the entrance of the Israelites into the Holy 
Land, as is mentioned in the book of Deutero- 
nomy, where, they are commanded to *' blot out 
the remembrance of the Amalekites from under 
heaven," and to be careful not to *' forget it ^" 
And in the chapter before us, Saul is commis- 
sioned by Samuel, to put into execution the 
former sentence against them. 

The prophet, after reminding him of what 
" Amalek" once " did to Israel," how he had 
" laid wait for him in the way," when he " came 
out of Egypt ;" issued the fearful edict of the 
Almighty in these words : " Now go and smite 
Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, 
and spare them not ; but slay both man and 
woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, 
camel and ass." 

This, indeed, was a severe sentence ; and has 
given offence to certain false and sceptical rea- 
soners, who, wise in their own conceits, have 

* Vide Deut. xxv. 
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been so bold as to arraign Providence in this, 
and in other similar instances, of the manifesta- 
tion of the Divine anger against offenders. But 
surely it is not for weak and short-sighted mor- 
tals, to question the justice of the Supreme Being, 
as to the means employed by him to mark his 
detestation of the iniquities of his creatures. On 
the contrary, it behoves us, with all submission, 
to suppose, that when such a tremendous inflic- 
tion of heaven's wrath, as is here recorded, is 
visited on a people, it may be done for the all- 
wise and all-merciful purpose of warning other 
nations, by the sad example of their punishment, 
against incurring the vengeance of the Almighty. 
There can be little doubt, I should conceive, 
in the mind of any unprejudiced and humble 
inquirer into the revealed will of God, that, as 
in every other case therein related for our edi- 
fication and instruction, so in the one more 
immediately under consideration, there were but 
too just grounds for the infliction of the severest 
chastisement. And it were well, my friends, if 
we were always content to submit the weakness 
of our imperfect understanding to the deep and 
secret counsels of the Most Highest ; and in all 
his dispensations, whether directed immediately 
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towards ourselves^ or those around us^ to ac* 
knowledge his indisputable right to execute his 
judgments. Nay^ we should regard them as 
sent in love to our immortal souls. 

There are many instances recorded in Holy 
Writ, where mankind are made the instruments 
of God's displeasure on his disobedient servants ; 
and however revolting to human nature the 
destruction of thousands, by the hand of a fel- 
low-creature, may be in the abstract, yet, if we 
reflect for an instant, we shall be convinced, 
that when the Almighty Parent of the universe, 
has determined on punishing those of his people 
who are rebels against his authority, it matters 
little how the Divine purpose is ejQFected ; whe- 
ther it be, by the sending of a flood, as at the 
general deluge ; by fire and brimstone, as hap- 
pened to Sodom and Gomorrah ; or by some 
sudden and violent convulsion of nature, as was 
the case in the rebellion of Corah, Dathan, and 
Abiram ; whether it be by the famine, by pes- 
tilence, or the sword : or, in short, by whatever 
means it may seem fit to the Almighty, in his 
wisdom, to employ. 

That such was not the reasoning of him, who 
is the subject of this discourse, we cannot tell. 
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He might possibly have recognised the Divine 
rights in commanding him '^ utterly to destroy 
the Amalekites^ and all that they had :** but this^ 
we know, that he questioned the necessity of 
implicitly obeying such an order. He took upon 
himself to do so much, and no more, of the duty 
imposed on him ; performing only in part, that 
which he ought to have done entirely, without 
any kind of compromise or reservation whatever. 
" He utterly destroyed all the people with the 
edge of the sword, but Saul and the people 
spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and of 
the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and 
all that was good, and would not utterly destroy 
them ; but every thing that was vile and refuse 
that they utterly destroyed." 

Vanity or covetousness were, possibly, the 
passions, which worked upon Saul, to induce 
him to disregard the decree of heaven. It might 
be, that by sparing Agag, he thought of the vain 
delight of leading him in triumphant procession, 
and thus of openly proclaiming his own skill and 
valour as a warrior, and perhaps his lenity as a 
conqueror. Or, it might be, that he was im willing 
to forego the benefit, that would accrue to him 
from the possession of the cattle and the rest of 
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the spoils taken in the battle. Be his motive, 
however, what it might, his conduct was most 
unjustifiable, as the sequel of the story but too 
plainly declares. 

We find that he attempted, in the folly of his 
heart, to make the prophet believe, that he had 
" performed the commandment of the Lord * ;" 
but, as it always happens to sinners, in every 
age, when they would fain conceal a crime, 
under the delusive guise of virtue, and thus 
impose on themselves, and the world, so it was 
the case with the foolish King of Israel, that he 
was at once detected by him ^'who seeth in 
secret," and convicted of his error, by the very 
objects, which were the cause of his disobe- 
dience ; and which, with all his fancied cunning, 
he was unable to conceal from the inspired ser- 
vant of God. It must, indeed, have been a 
bitter reproof to the guilty monarch, when 
'' Saul said, what meaneth 'then this bleating 
of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of 
the oxen which I hear T To no purpose could 
Saul excuse himself, by saying, " the people 
spared the best of the sheep and oxen to sacri- 

* 1 Sam. XV. 13. 
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fice unto the Lord thy God :*' it was only adding 
sin to sin, and mocking the great God, whom he 
knew full well he had oflFended. What profit 
was it to him, that he endeavoured to shift his 
guilt from his own shoulders, to those of his 
people ? What advantage, to pretend that piety 
was the motive, which led him to transgress ? 
In vain, did he endeavour to set up so paltry, so 
palpable an excuse : his religion was found to 
be hypocrisy, and his excuse a lie ; as the me- 
morable words before us distinctly and unequi- 
vocally declared : '^ And Samuel said, hath the 
Lord as great delight in burnt-offerings and 
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord ? 
Behold, to obey is belter than sacrifice, and to 
hearken than the fat of rams." 

Fellow Christians, let us take example by this 
recorded act of disobedience to the Divine com- 
mand ; and whether our feelings of disapproba- 
tion, are excited by this instance of fancied, or 
rather of pretended, sanctity, on the part of the 
transgressor ; or, whether our hearts are deeply 
impressed with the plain and solemn reproof, 
uttered by the inspired servant of God ; — ^let us 
carefully avoid becoming ourselves guilty of the 
same inconsistent and unworthy conduct, which 
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was seen to be so fit a subject of condemnation 
in the king of Israel. 

But here I would remark^ that it must not for 
one single instant be inferred^ from the fact of 
Saul's having incurred the Divine displeasure^ 
that the offering up the sacrifice of prayer and 
thanksgivings upon every fit and proper occasion, 
is a duty to be disregarded by the people of God. 
Against such an inference, I need hardly say, that 
the whole language and tenor of Scripture un- 
questionably militates : it is a service indeed, not 
only implicitly enjoined, as highly pleasing and 
acceptable to the Almighty, but as forming a very 
decided and important feature in the Christian 
character ; as essential to his obtaining present be- 
nefits and blessings ; and, above all, as absolutely 
necessary towards furthering his eternal wel- 
fare. '' Pray without ceasing, in every thing give 
thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
concerning you ^" is the exhortation of the holy 
apostle. And our blessed Lord himself vouch- 
safed to speak in these words, ''Ask, and it shall 
be given you ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, 
audit shall be opened unto you." And as to the 

' 1 Thess. V. 17, 18. 
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outward forms and ceremonies of religion, al- 
though they be merely vehicles, as it were, and 
signs of the inward devotion of the heart, they 
are yet every where set forth in Scripture, as 
highly important, and as strictly binding on the 
Christian worshipper. And although the per- 
formance of sacrifices, and other ritual observ- 
ances of olden times, are no longer required, 
being only typical of, and to be superseded by, 
the grand sacrifice made on the cross for sinners ; 
yet we, who live under the new covenant, have 
our appointed ordinances, our sacred rites, with- 
out the strict and holy observance of which, we 
must not expect to inherit the promises of the 
Gospel. The two sacraments of Baptism and 
the Lord's Supper are appointments of Christ 
himself ; and though the external ceremonies, in 
themselves, are wholly inefficacious as means of 
salvation ; yet, they were wisely and mercifully 
ordained, to represent the covenanted acts of 
God's grace to sinners, and a means also whereby 
the Divine favour is imparted to all sincere be- 
lievers, to their souls' eternal benefit. And as, 
in all the sacred ordinances of our Church, the 
spiritual welfare of her members is solely had in 
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view ; so, are they therefore duly to be observed, 
by every candidate for future happiness. 

To imagine, because Saul's plea of offering sa- 
crifices to the Lord was rejected, that therefore, 
devotional acts are held in no estimation by the 
Almighty, is a supposition neither warranted by 
reason nor Scripture : nay, it requires but a 
very trifling acquaintance with the will of God, 
as revealed in those sacred pages, at once to be 
convinced of the absurdity, and even wickedness, 
of harbouring such a thought for a single instant. 
But when the question was put to Saul, '* hath 
the Lord as great delight in burnt-offerings and 
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord T 
and the prophet himself immediately answered 
his own interrogation, by this direct and plain 
assurance, '' to obey is better than sacrifice, and 
to hearken than the fat of rams ;" — ^it was in- 
tended as a rebuke to Saul, not because he had 
expressed a desire that the people should offer 
sacrifices to God, but because he made that a 
plea, for having neglected to execute the whole 
of the Divine commission. 

As it was with the Jewish prince, so, alas ! is it 
too often the case, with numbers of professing 
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Christians in these days. How many are there, 
who are anxious enough to be thought good re- 
ligious characters, and who, perhaps, as far as 
the common relations of social life are concerned, 
may in the estimation of the world, pass as such: 
but if all the darker transactions of their lives, 
and the motives which actuated them, even in 
their best deeds, were fairly brought to light, and 
gazed on by man, as they are by the all-seeing 
eye of God ; — these persons would, it may be 
feared, be found miserably wanting, in many of 
the most essential qualifications, which form the 
character of the real and faithful Christian. 

As morality, without religion, is condemned in 
Scripture, as being altogether defective, so also, 
will any show of sanctity be equally vain and un- 
worthy of the professor of Christianity, unless it 
be accompanied and evinced by those virtuous 
actions, which are marked out and enjoined in the 
Gospel of Christ. A man may deceive himself, 
and the world, with the idea that, because he is, 
for the most part, regular in his religious exer- 
cises, — ^attends the services of God's House each 
succeeding Sabbath, — omits not to partake of the 
blessed Sacrament at stated periods, and perhaps 
is equally exact and punctual in the private du- 

18 
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ties of the closet^ — ^he is on that account alone, 
an acceptable worshipper of God, and has a claim 
on his Saviour's merits. But if, at the same time, 
he is a stranger to the many arduous and self- 
denying duties, which the Gospel of the Re- 
deemer sets forth and so strongly insists upon, — 
if he be unwilling, or perhaps unable, (because 
he fails to apply, under God's grace, with earnest- 
ness to the task) to abandon any known and 
darling sin, and to subdue the bad passion that 
has tempted him to the commission of it ; — I tell 
you, brethren, that man is serving his Maker 
only in part^ and can have no reasonable expect- 
ation, of being accepted by him, when he shall be 
summoned to appear before his judgment-seat, at 
the last great day of accounts. 

The religion of the Gospel, believe me, is not 
a religion of form ; not a speculative, inoperative 
faith ; not a mere service of the lips or prostra- 
tion of the body ; but it consists in the sacrifice 
of the heart and life, and the complete dedication 
of the soul to God ; in an earnest and devout 
compliance (as far as our weak nature, aided by 
the Holy Spirit, will permit) with all his com- 
mandments, in thought, word, and deed. That a 
due performance of the moral obligations of re- 
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ligion^ is positively required^ as essential to the 
Christian, in the great work of his salvation, is 
evident from the whole tenor of the Scriptures. 
St. Paul affirms, that *' Christ being made perfect, 
became the author of eternal salvation to them 
that obey him ^" St. James tells us that *' faith 
without works is dead, being alone;" and our 
Lord himself has vouchsafed to declare, that 
*' not every one that saith, unto him. Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he 
that doeth the mil of his Father which is in 
heaven V* And also, on another occasion, when 
'' one came unto him, and said, good Master, 
what good thing shall I do that I may have 
eternal life ;" our Saviour replied, *' if thou wilt 
enter into life, keep the commandments ^.*' 

It really belongs to no man, to assume the title 
of a Christian, although he has been baptized 
within the pale of Christ's Church, and brought 
up in his faith, if he declines conforming to those 
rules and precepts, which the Gospel enjoins. 
How can he have any pretensions to be classed 
among the redeemed family of Christ, and to 
obtain an interest in the salvation, which he pur- 

* Heb. V. 9. 2 Matt. vii. 21. ' Matt. xix. 16, 17. 
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chased by his death for sinners ; if he care not to 
follow the blessed example, which the Saviour 
himself was pleased to set, for our perpetual imi- 
tation ? But if, on the contrary, he is content to 
serve mammon as well as God ; — ^if he perfonn 
the service of the lips, and says, ^' Lord, Lord," 
and yet doeth not the things which the Lord 
commandeth ; — if he leaves undone those things, 
which he ought to do ; and doeth those things, 
which he ought not to do ; — then, there is no life 
in him ; and unless his heart become contrite, 
and through the Divine influence, a '' right 
spirit" be renewed within him, '' before he goes 
hence and is no more seen," everlasting perdition 
will be his lot : for '' whosoever shall keep the 
whole law, and yet offend in one point,*' says 
St James " he is guilty of all ^" 

Delude not yourselves, my beloved, with the 
too common notion, that if you pay strict atten- 
tion to the outward forms of religion, you do all 
that is required of you. Remember how our 
Saviour condemned certain, in his days, for their 
hypocritical observances of religion. ^* Woe unto 
you. Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, for ye 

' James ii. 10. 
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pay tithe of mint, anise, and cummin, and have 
omitted the weightier matters of the law, judg- 
ment, mercy, and faith ; these ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the other undone ^'* 
Although the Saviour is not now on earth, per- 
sonally to mark his disapprobation of such mock 
piety ; be assured, he does not overlook it, now 
that he is seated in heaven, at the right hand of 
the Majesty on high ; neither will he fail to visit 
it with his wrath, when he comes to judgment. 

To live a life, however, of perfect obedience, 
and of undeviating accordance with the Gospel 
directions, is impossible for the most highly- 
gifted of God's creatures : for as we were bom 
in sin, so shall we continue to be sinners, till that 
glorious period shall arrive, when " this corrupti- 
ble shall put on incorruption," and we shall be 
presented before God, purified and cleansed by 
the blood of his Son. But still, obedience is a 
sacrifice that must be offered, and without it 
''no man shall see the Lord." How then, it 
may be asked, can we ever hope to be saved ? 
The answer is, by repentance ; that is, by sincere 
and heartfelt contrition for having transgressed ; 

* Matt xx«i. 25, 
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2 Pet. ii. 20, 21. 

For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world 
through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the 
latter end is worse with them than the beginning. For it 
had been better for them not to haye known the way of 
righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from 
the holy commandments delivered unto them." 



It appears to have been the apostle's purpose, 
in this chapter, to warn the converts to the 
Christian religion, against giving heed to certain 
sects or false teachers, whose object would be to 
seduce them from that right way on which they 
had so lately entered ; and thus to lead them to 
misery and ruin. 

" But there were false prophets also among 
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the people, even as there shall be false teachers 
among you, who privily shall bring in damnable 
heresies, even denying the Lord that bought 
them." He thus commences the chapter, and 
after drawing a kind of comparison between 
these vain seducers and the apostate angels, the 
old world and the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah ; 
arguing that if it did not seem fit to the Almighty 
to '' spare" them, he would assuredly ^' reserve'' 
all other *' unjust" and wilfiil transgressors 
" unto the day of judgment to be punished ;" he 
then goes on to paint, in very strong colours, 
the abominable conduct of these men ; describ- 
ing them as licentious and depraved to a great 
degree, as being " spots and blemishes, sporting 
themselves with their own deceivings." " For," 
continues the apostle, '' while they speak great 
swelling words of vanity, they allure, through 
the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, 
those that were clean escaped from them that 
live in error : while they promise them liberty, 
they themselves are the servants of corruption ; 
for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is 
he brought in bondage." 

The fearfiil consequences that would inevit- 
ably accrue to those who should be so unhappy 
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as to fall into the snares of these false teachers, 
after they had the means and opportunity 
afforded them, through* the preaching of the 
apostles, of walking in the light, and keeping 
stedfast in the faith of ' Christ, are shewn by the 
two verses which follow, and which I have taken 
for my text. " For if, after they have escaped 
the pollutions of the world through the know- 
ledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
they are again entangled therein, and overcome, 
the latter end is worse with them than the 
beginning. For it had been better for them not 
to have known the way of righteousness, than 
after they have known it, to turn from the com- 
mandments delivered unto them." 

And shall not we, my brethren, apply this 
warning language to ourselves ? Shall not we 
take advantage of this merciful admonition, and 
by timely caution, through the grace of God, 
avoid the Umentable fate which St. Peter de- 
clared would attend all apostatizing Christians 
in his days ? If it was deemed necessary to 
admonish the early converts to Christianity, of 
the danger of relapsing into their former ungodly 
courses, it surely is equally essential for us, who 
live in this advanced period of religious know- 

13 
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ledge^ and in this enlightened age, to take heed 
lest we also incur the same penalty, that was 
denounced against them, by becoming disaffected 
to the cause of religion, and deserting the stand- 
ard of our mighty deliverer, — " the great Captain 
of our salvation Y* To us the Gospel is preached 
as well as to them. We have had the blessed 
opportunity offered us, through Jesus Christ, of 
'' escaping the pollutions of the world,*' as well 
as they. If we, then, are " again entangled in 
the yoke of bondage,** shall not our '' latter end 
be worse than the beginning ?** If we, who so 
fully *' know the way of righteousness and the 
will of God in Christ Jesus concerning us, turn 
from the commandments delivered" unto us, 
would it not have been " better for** us, " not to 
have known" it at all ? 

Christian brethren, when we consider the con- 
dition in which we now stand, as redeemed from 
the curse of the law, and the penalty of sin, com- 
pared with what we were, before the only-begot- 
ten Son of God took our vile nature upon him, 
and suffered death upon the cross, '' the just for 
the unjust ;" — when we reflect that, by this un- 
merited act of mercy, we are freed from the iron 
fetters which once bound us to Satan, and that. 
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from being his children, and inheritors of his 
darkness and damnation, we are made children 
by adoption and grace, '' heirs of God, and joint 
heirs with Christ,'* to a blessed immortality ; — 
when we compare the state of freedom, which we 
now enjoy, to that galling thraldom under which 
we once groaned, and consider how stupendous 
was the sacrifice made to redeem us, how great 
the price paid for our redemption; — whilst we 
adore the goodness of God, we must at the same 
time weigh deeply the awful responsibility that 
awaits us, if we fall from the grace imparted to 
us, and renounce that allegiance by which we 
were bound, by the Christian covenant, to serve 
the living God. 

But what is the conduct, which too commonly 
marks those who call themselves Christians ; who 
profess to believe the Gospel ; who hope to be 
saved through the merits of him who came upon 
earth to seek and to save the lost sheep of Is- 
rael ? Are they as careful, as they ought to be, 
to stand stedfast in the faith which they have 
received, and to observe " the holy command- 
ments delivered to them" in the revealed Word 
of God? Are they as anxious, as it behoves 
them, to keep clear of '' the pollutions" of a de- 
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ceitful world, and to " adorn the doctrine of God 
their Saviour in all things T Alas ! no. " Through 
the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ/ they have indeed been enabled to '' es- 
cape" the tyrannical sway of their great adver- 
sary the Devil, and to exchange it for " the glo- 
rious liberty of the children of God f they have 
been brought out of '' darkness into light ;" they 
have been raised from sin to righteousness, and 
placed, by the free grace of God, in a state of 
eternal salvation. This is the condition of every 
individual child of sinning Adam, who has the 
blessed advantage of living under the vivifying 
rays of Divine revelation. 

But, instead of eagerly and faithfully laying 
hold of the promises of the Gospel, of following 
the Divine directions therein contained ; avoid- 
ing those sins which, but for a Saviour's love, 
had well nigh for ever have destroyed them ; — 
instead of thus clinging to the proffered arm 
outstretched to save them; and living in the 
constant dread of offending so merciful a Being, 
so kind a Benefactor ; too many amongst us turn 
their backs upon their Deliverer, despise the boon 
held out to them, and in lieu of '' seeking those 
things which are above," fasten, with fearful avi- 
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dity^ and awful unconcern^ on the vanities and 
follies^ the sins and pollutions of a guilty^ de- 
graded world. 

Strange infatuation ! Strange to think that^ 
after we have found the way that leads to hap- 
piness^ we should still prefer walking in darkness ; 
and that, like the Jews of old, we should '' grope 
as if we had no eyes, and stumble at noon day as 
in the night ^" What avails it, that God sent 
his Son into the world, made of a woman ? What 
avails it, that the blood of a spotless Lamb was 
shed on the cross ? What avails it, that the 
same incarnate Saviour descended into the bowels 
of the earth, rose again from the dead, and as- 
cended up on high, " leading captivity captive, 
and receiving gifts for men T Where is the pro- 
fit of all this to sinners ? Where the fruits of that 
victory which *' the seed of the woman*' gained 
by bruising the serpent's head ? All this in- 
effable work of mercy is indeed made of none 
effect through the wilful blindness and deter- 
mined obstinacy of God's rebellious and apostate 
creatures ; — that is, it is rendered of none effect, 
in the case of those unhappy men, who live in 

' Isaiah lix. 10. 
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sin and die in impenitence. If men " love dark- 
ness rather than lights because their deeds are 
evil f and they then perish, it will be their own 
act and deed : for they voluntarily reject the 
offers of reconciliation made to them through 
Christ, and their destruction is inevitable: for 
'^ there remaineth no more sacrifice for sin.'' 

But it may be urged by Christians of the pre- 
sent day, that as those, to whom the Apostle 
Peter particularly wrrote, were cautioned against 
listening to unsound doctrine, and consequently 
against renouncing the faith they had embraced, 
the same admonition is therefore inapplicable to 
them ; for that they are not in the way of hear- 
ing false doctrine preached, and, perhaps, even 
if they were, still they would not be induced to 
apostatize from the Christian religion. Such, 
possibly, might be the reasoning of some pro- 
fessors of the Gospel, but I would fain tell them, 
that the apostle's warning is, nevertheless, ad- 
dressed to them likewise. 

It is true, perhaps, that their ears may not be 
assailed with other doctrine than that which is 
according to " the truth as it is in Jesus," and 
they may not therefore be in danger of renounc- 
ing the feith of their Redeemer, for any other 
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false religion. But, I would ask such men, is 
there no danger of their listening to the evil 
suggestions of a wicked spirit ? Is there no 
danger of their being ensnared by those bad 
passions, which are naturally engendered in their 
polluted bosoms, and to resist and overcome 
which, it requires the utmost vigilance on their 
parts, aided by the Spirit of God ? Are there 
not some, even among those whom I now ad- 
dress, to whom might be imputed carelessness 
and lukewarmness, in the performance of their 
Christian duties, if not positive offences com- 
mitted against God ? Some, are deficient in the 
sacrifice of prayer and praise, which it behoves 
them, as helpless beings, and Christian candi- 
dates, frequently to offer up to the throne of 
grace. They either neglect to pray to God in 
private, or to wait on him in his public sanc- 
tuary. Let them be never so strict in other 
matters — never so upright in their conduct, as 
regards the duties and kind oflSces they owe to 
one another ; — yet, if they fail in those solemn 
obligations which they owe to God, and which 
they are made fully acquainted with, " through 
the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ," they are only Christians in part ; and 
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it may be said of them, that " the latter end is 
worse with them than the beginning." 

I speak not now, of the open and abandoned 
sinner : I allude not to the murderer, the adul- 
terer, the drunkard, or the blasphemer, — ^but to 
the lukewarm Christian, to the man who per- 
forms one part of his duty, while he leaves the 
other undone. And there are thousands, it is 
to be feared, who, although they seldom attend 
the public worship of God, and perhaps as seldom 
kneel before him in the closet, absenting them- 
selves from the holy communion of Christ's 
body and blood from month to month, and year 
to year; and, in short, preferring the vanities 
and employments of the world to the service of 
God and Christ ; — yet because they are decent 
in their general conduct, and kind and charitable 
to their fellow-creatures, are, therefore, uncon- 
cerned for what may be the consequences of 
such open neglect, and direct insult offered to 
the majesty of heaven, and even dare, perhaps, 
to hope for pardon and acceptance of their 
Maker, whenever it shall please him to call them 
hence. " It were" surely " better that these 
men had not known the way of righteousness. 
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than after they have known it, to turn from the 
commandments delivered unto them." 

Believe me, brethren, you " cannot serve God 
and mammon ^" If you are determined to pay 
allegiance to the devil, the weak and miserable 
services you will necessarily offer to your God, 
will be rejected as unworthy the name you bear, 
and of the immense price which was paid for your 
redemption from the bondage of sin : '* for what 
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteous- 
ness? what communion hath light with dark- 
ness ? and what concord hath Christ with Be- 
lial * ?" Indifference, and a want of proper zeal, 
in the cause of religion, was reprobated by our 
Saviour, when he said to one, who seemed some- 
what reluctant to follow him, wishing first of all 
to arrange some worldly affairs ; *' no man hav- 
ing put his hand to the plough, and looking back, 
is fit for the kingdom of God \" And as for 
those wretched beings, who may be said to have 
no religion at all ; who are ignorant, aye, mlfully 
ignorant, of the Gospel ; who turn a deaf ear to 
its plainest precepts, and reject every merciful 

* Luke xvi. 13. ^2 Cor. vi. 15. ' Luke ix. 62. 
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advance made by the grace of God for their 
recovery, and every ejBTort exerted by his minis- 
ters, to rouse them from their state of insensi- 
bility, and to convert them to Christ; — as for 
such poor deluded Christians, (if Christians they 
can be called), whilst we pray that, before their 
eyes are closed in death, and judgment stares 
them in the face, the cloud that overshadowed 
their darkened mind may be dispelled, that the 
force of truth may bring them to faith in Christ; — 
whilst we offer up our secret and fervent prayer 
that an angry God will thus have mercy upon 
them ; it is yet our bounden duty, as faithful 
watchmen, and not as " dumb dogs that cannot 
bark ^," to warn them against persisting in such 
a desperate course ; and to bid them remember, 
that it is only through the mercy of heaven, that 
they are not immediately cut off in their sins ; 
that death may come upon them *' suddenly as a 
thief in the night," and that then, nothing will 
remain for them, but eternal misery in that dark 
and dismal lake, where '' their worm dieth not, 
and the fire is not quenched." 

My fellow Christians, be persuaded, I conjure 

' Isaiah Ivi. 10. 
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you^ to listen to the dictates of reason and the 
suggestions of conscience in a matter of such 
vast, such infinite moment, as the question, whe- 
ther, after this short life is ended^ you are to enjoy 
an endless state of happiness, *' such as eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered 
into the heart of man" to conceive ; or to be sen- 
tenced to endure the torments of the damned, 
through an endless eternity ? You shall not have 
it in your power, when, at the last awful day, you 
are arraigned before the tribunal of Christ, and 
sentence is about to be passed upon you, to urge 
the plea of ignorance of your duty as a Christian, 
or inability to perform it, in extenuation of your 
guilt. No, you " have Moses and the Prophets ;'* 
you have the heavenly teaching of the Son of 
God himself ; you have the advice and exhorta- 
tions of his apostles, and of us, the guardians of 
your souls ; and above all, you have the powerful 
aid of the Holy Spirit, to direct you on your 
journey, and to lead you to happiness and glory. 

Flee then, I beseech you, the past errors of 
your life. Flee every thing that has ever caused 
you to sin against God, and which may again 
lead you to guilt. Go to Christ your Redeemer. 
Remember his love, which he shewed for your 
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souls, and refuse, if you can, to accept the free- 
dom purchased with his blood. With the apos- 
tle Paul, '' count all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our 
Lord ^ ;" and thus " forgetting those things that 
are behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, press" earnestly, manfully, and 
unceasingly " toward the mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus *." 

* Philip. Hi. 8. Mbid.iii. 13, U. 
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Exodus iv. 21. 

** And the Lord said unto Moses, when thou goest to return 
to Egypt, see that thou do all those wonders before Pha- 
raoh, which I have put in thine hand : but I will harden 
his heart, that he shall not let the people go.'' 

We learn, from the first chapter of the book of 
Exodus, that after the death of Joseph and of 
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, under whose reign the 
Israelites appear to have lived in a state of peace 
and happiness, *' there arose up a new king over 
Egypt which knew not Joseph ^ ;" who, roused to 
jealousy at seeing how they multiplied and pros- 
pered, was induced to treat them with the utmost 

' Exod. i. 8. 
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rigour and severity ; imposing on them the most 
irksome and laborious employments, *' making 
their lives bitter with hard bondage in mortar 
and in brick, and in all manner of services in the 
field \*' But '* it came to pass, in process of 
time, that the king of Egypt died;"* Still, how- 
ever, the burdens of the Israelites were not lights 
ened ; and they " sighed by reason of their bond- 
age, and their cry came up to God by reason of 
their bondage ^" 

The great God of the universe, by whose pro- 
vidence the whole world is governed and pre- 
served ; who abounds in mercy and compassion 
for all his creatures, '' remembering his covenant 
with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob," 
vouchsafes to listen to the complaints of his peo- 
ple, and resolves on freeing them from the cruel 
yoke under which they groaned. In pursuance, 
therefore, of this merciful design, he was pleased 
to appear in a miraculous manner to Moses; 
and under the very peculiar circumstances, re- 
corded by the Spirit of Truth, appointed him to 
fill the momentous office of deliverer to the 
oppressed Israelites. He, to whose stupendous 

* Exod. i. 14. * Exod. ii. 23. 
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mind all things, past, present, and to come, are 
equally apparent, foreknew that, in virtue of the 
free agency of man, obstructions and hindrances 
would be offered to the immediate execution of 
his will. 

Doubtless, that same divine Being, who, in the 
creation of the universe, had only to speak the 
word, and it was made ; who had only to com- 
mand, and it was created ; might in one single 
moment have caused this expression of his will 
to be effected ; but this would not have been 
consonant with the mighty object he had in view, 
besides the mere delivering of his people. He 
designed, in his infinite wisdom, to give signal 
manifestations of his glory and power among 
men. He chose to make himself known, as a 
God whom none shall resist with impunity, and 
who can bring about the ends of his Providence 
by whatever means appear to him most conducive 
to man's good, and to his own honour and glory. 
Thus he suffered the opposition to his blessed 
will, in the present instance, for a time to prevail : 
and hence it was, that when he commanded his 
servant Moses to demand permission of the king 
of Egypt to let the children of Israel " go three 
days' journey into the wilderness, that they might 
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isacrifice to the Lord their God/' he vouchsafed 
to add this solemn and fearful assurance : '' I am 
sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go, 
no, not by a mighty hand \" And not only was 
it permitted, in the secret and overruling counsels 
of the Almighty, that the impious king of Egypt 
should evince a spirit of opposition to his will ; 
but that even Moses, to whom he had appeared 
in so miraculous a manner, and whom he had 
so signally honoured, by selecting him as the 
destined deliverer of his chosen people, should 
distrust the sacred order, and hesitate to enter 
upon his commission. 

Moses could not, at first, bring himself to be- 
lieve that Pharaoh, and his subjects, would give 
credence to his being a messenger sent from God ; 
and it was not until he was fortified with addi- 
tional instances of God's power, in the miracles 
that he enabled him to perform, as well as the 
promised assistance and co-operation of Aaron 
his brother, who was to be his " spokesman unto 
the people," that he was prevailed on to under- 
take the office with which his Maker had thought 
fit to entrust him. On quitting, therefore, his 

* Exod. iii. 19. 
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fiEtther-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian^ he 
commenced his appointed task, and was addressed 
by the Almighty in the words of my text — " And 
the Lord said unto Moses, when thou goest to 
return into Egypt, see that thou do all those 
wonders before Pharaoh, which I have put in 
thine hand : but I will harden his heart, that he 
shall not let the people go." 

That the word, which the Almighty here pro- 
nounced respecting the conduct of Pharaoh, was 
too surely brought to pass, the sequel of the his- 
tory clearly proves; and the awful visitation, 
which eventually befel him, at once bespoke the 
enormity of his guilt, and likewise the power and 
justice of God. 

The hardening of Pharaoh's heart, here made 
mention of, has, I believe, given rise to various 
speculations and opinions by no means favourable 
to the cause of our holy religion. By some, no 
doubt, it has been really misunderstood ; but by 
others, wilfully misinterpreted, and converted 
into weapons against the justice and honour of 
God. Lest, however, any of you, my friends, 
should be in error in a matter of assuredly such 
great importance ; I will, with the blessing of 
heaven, endeavour to explain the passage accord- 

13 
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ing to its real and obvious meaning ; and I trust 
that I shall be able to shew^ that it does not 
either militate against the justice of God^ or inter- 
fere with the free agency of man ; after which, 
I will offer such practical observations as may 
naturally arise from the subject. 

When God here declares to Moses, that he 
will harden PharaoKs heart, it must not for an 
instant be supposed, that he was resolved on ex- 
ercising that kind of influence and sway which 
would deprive him of the power of yielding obe- 
dience to his Maker's command. This would 
at once be inconsistent with the justice and wis- 
dom of the Almighty. It would suppose the 
Almighty capable of tempting man to commit 
sin ; whereas we are expressly told by the apos- 
tle, that '' God cannot be tempted of evil, neither 
tempteth he any man \" It would altogether be 
setting aside the scriptural notion, of man's being 
a free and accountable agent, in the great busi- 
ness of life. God gave a positive command ; and 
although he knew full well, that that command 
would be disobeyed ; yet it were absurd in the 
extreme to suppose that, as he gave it, he did not 



' James i. 13. 
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desire its accomplbhment. But, we are to un- 
derstand, by the word of the Ahnighty, " I will 
harden Pharaoh's heart f Hiat, well acquainted 
as he was with that hearty and foreseeing that no 
interposition of his providence, no act of mercy, 
no expression of vengeance, would induce the 
haughty Egyptian to ''let the people go'' — ^he 
decreed in the secret counsels of his mmd, and 
vouchsafed to make it known to Moses, that he 
would eventually suffer Pharaoh's heart to be 
hardened, by withdrawing from him the secret 
influences of his Spirit, and by stifling the convic- 
tions of conscience. At the thirteenth verse of 
the seventh chapter it is said, that the Lord 
'* hardened Pharaoh's heart ;" but here, as else- 
where, the phrase ought to be rendered, '' and 
the heart of Pharaoh was hardened.^ indeed, 
** the original is so rendered by all the ancient 
versions, and by the most judicious modem 
translations." In the fifteenth verse of the eighth 
chapter it is written, " But when Pharaoh saw 
that there was respite, he hardened his heart f 
and at the nineteenth verse, *' and Pharaoh's 
heart was hardened ;" which, I think, goes far to 
establish the fact that the other interpretation is 
incorrect. 
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It seems that it was not until after the sixth 
plague^ namely, that of the boils and blains^ that 
the Lord permitted the word that he had uttered 
against him in the text, to be fulfilled. And 
on the 12th verse of the ninth chapter, there 
is the following judicious comment by an able 
divine : '' Now ' the Lord,' for the first time, 
' hardened the heart of Pharaoh,' after he had 
so repeatedly hardened it himself, ' and he heark- 
ened not unto them, as the Lord had foretold 
unto Moses.' Though Pharaoh probably felt 
the scourge of the ' boil,' as well as his people, 
it did not soften nor humble his heart. And 
when he wilfully and obstinately turned away 
from the lights and shut his eyes against the 
luminous evidences, vouchsafed to him, of the 
supremacy of the God of the Hebrews, and had 
twice broken his promise when he was indulged 
with a respite ; he became a just object of punish- 
ment, and God now began to increase the hard- 
ness or obduracy of his heart ^" 

Had the Almighty, in defiance of every law of 
justice (the very thought is enough to make one 
tremble), determined on compelling the king of 

» Dr. Hales. 
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Egypt to disobedience of that command, which he 
had given him through his servant Moses ; and 
so steeled his heart against the possibility of obe- 
dience ; why was it, that he deigned to make use 
of so many awakening and alarming instruments 
and signs of his displeasure, so long as he per- 
sisted in refusing to let the people go ? God, in- 
deed, knew that he would not comply with the 
Divine command ; he knew that his heart would 
be hardened, and not convinced ; because he 
foreknows the events of all things. But still it 
cannot be denied, that every means was in mercy 
afforded, to soften the heart of Pharaoh, and to 
bring him to acknowledge the majesty of Je- 
hovah. 

At the very first hearing of the Divine injunc- 
tion, the haughty prince dared to spurn it : and 
to show how completely he defied the living God, 
he uttered the unhallowed exclamation, *' who is 
the Lord that I should obey his voice, to let 
Israel go ^ ?" To add, moreover, to the insult, 
which he thus offered, by questioning the power 
— nay, perhaps the existence — of the Deity, and 
refusing to let the people go ; he yet further 

' Exod. V. 2. 
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transgressed by increasing their burdens, and by 
enhancing their afflictions; saying, 'Met there 
more work be laid upon the men, that they may 
labour therein \" 

One would imagine, that the single miracle of 
Aaron's rod being converted into a serpent, would 
have been sufficient to work on the obstinate 
king: but he held completely at nought this 
interposition of Divine mercy. With what jus- 
tice, then, might the Almighty have immediately 
cut him off in his wickedness, and have hurled 
him at once into that abyss of misery, which 
awaits all hardened sinners. But no ; the long- 
suffering of God still further interposed to save, 
if possible, his apostate servant ; as the subse- 
quent and repeated trials of his faith and obe- 
dience fully evinced. Thus it was, that he sent 
ten dreadful plagues, as emblems of his power 
and his wrath. Thus it was, that he ''smote 
Egypt with all his wonders." But all was to no 
purpose. After every successive visitation the 
heart of Pharaoh still remained unmoved. In 
vain did the rivers run with blood ; — ^in vain did 
the frogs, and the lice, and the flies abound ; — 

* Exod. V. 9. 
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in vain did the murrain prevail among the cattle^ 
and boils and blains break out upon man and 
beast; — ^in vain did the thunder roll, and hail 
descend^ and the fire ''run along the ground,** 
and smote both man and beast, and all the pro- 
duce of the earth ; — ^in vain did locusts swarm, 
and thick darkness pervade the land ; — still, was 
the heart of Pharaoh hardened, so that he would 
not '* let the people go.** " And the Lord said 
unto Moses, yet will I bring one plague more 
upon Pharaoh, and upon Egypt ; afterwards he 
will let you go hence : when he shall let you, he 
shall surely thrust you out hence altogether \" 

See the power of heaven once more won- 
drously displayed. All God's former trials had 
been scoffed at : but, nevertheless, again he con- 
descends to exert his Almighty energies, and, as 
it were, by a last and most awful effort of his 
supreme power, seeks to force his un)delding 
servant to bow submission to his wilL 

The destruction of all the first-born in the 
land of Egypt, whom the Lord smote, '^ from 
the first-born of Pharaoh that sat on his throne, 
unto the first-born of the captive that was in the 

' Exod. xi. 1. 
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dungeon ; and all the first-born of cattle ^'^ was 
the last judgment that was visited upon Pharaoh 
and his wicked subjects. Then it was, and not 
till then, that Pharaoh began to relent, and gave 
permission to the children of Israel to depart. 
" And the Egyptians were urgent upon the peor 
pie that they might send them out of the land in 
haste ; for, they said, we be all dead men*." But 
alas ! his resolution to submit to the will of hea- 
ven was weak and imperfect, transient " as the 
morning cloud, and the early dew." If he re- 
pented, it was but for the moment ; for he soon 
relapsed into his former disobedience, and '' his 
last state was worse than the first." His heart 
was once more hardened. He had scarcely 
granted the Israelites permission to go, than he 
immediately resolved on pursuing them. God, 
indeed, now entirely forsook him. He gave him 
over to a reprobate mind, and abandoned him to 
the fate he had so obstinately courted. '' And 
he said unto Moses, I will harden Pharaoh's 
heart, that he shall follow after them, and I will 
be honoured upon Pharaoh and all his host ; 
that the Egyptians may know that I am the 

' Exod. xii. 29. » Ibid. xii. 23. 
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Lord ^.** And in the eighth verse it is written, 
** and the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, 
king of Egypt, and he pursued after the children 
of IsraeL** 

You all are acquainted with the awful fate of 
this wicked monarch and his unhappy subjects. 
Essaying to follow in the path, which the Lord 
had miraculously made for the Israelites through 
the Red Sea, they were, by the same mighty 
hand, which rescued the latter from destruction, 
suddenly overwhelmed in the deep waters, so 
that '^ there remained not so much as one of 
them.*' 

We cannot contemplate this remarkable nar- 
rative, my Christian hearers, without being im- 
pressed with sentiments of the deepest awe, and 
the most exalted admiration. We cannot regard 
the inveterate obduracy of Pharaoh's heart, from 
the very first moment of his being made ac- 
quainted with the will of the Almighty concern- 
ing his chosen people, to his final rejection of 
every means, in mercy held out to gain him over 
to the allegiance of his God, without bitterly 
bewailing the moral turpitude of man's nature, 

' Exod. xiv. 4. 
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as evinced in the conduct of the king of Egjrpt ; 
nor can we be told of the repeated trials vouch- 
safed him^ on the part of heaven^ in order to 
arrest him in his fearful course, and to bring 
him to acknowledge the holy authority, and the 
irresistible strength of the King of kings and 
Lord of lords, without being at once struck 
with this stupendous display of the Divine 
mercy and forbearance, towards one so hardened, 
so obstinately wicked. 

Every repeated miracle, which was wrought 
by the Almighty, was a fresh instance of loving- 
kindness towards the abandoned Pharaoh. It 
was holding out to him every possible chance, 
by which he might recover the fast retiring 
favour of heaven, and of altogether averting that 
dreadful destruction to which his impenitence 
had doomed him. But all was to no purpose ; 
a sinful and rebellious spirit withstood the yearn- 
ings of a Father's love ; the tempter prevailed 
over the power of grace ; and Pharaoh, like his 
unhappy progenitor, fell a victim to his artful 
machinations. 

Shall not we, my beloved, take a lesson from 
the example now before us, and improve, to our 
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own spiritual advantage^ the sad recital of Pha- 
raoh's determined adherence to the suggestions 
of an evil spirit, in defiance of every display of 
heaven's mercy, of every intimation of heaven's 
vengeance ? Too often, it is to be feared, may 
we be charged with exhibiting in our conduct 
marks of guilt not very dissimilar from that of 
the rebel king of Egypt? Although we have 
the plainest and most direct intimations of the 
Divine will, afforded us in the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ; although to us are the messengers of 
peace, and the heralds of God's commands, sent, 
in the persons of the appointed ministers of 
religion, as Moses was to the Egyptian monarch, 
yet how many amongst us turn a deaf ear to the 
sacred voice which calls ; and, utterly reckless of 
the consequences of their disobedience, rush 
headlong to inevitable perdition ! 

Never shall it be urged by sinners, when stand- 
ing on the confines of eternity ; never shall it be 
whispered by them, when arrayed before the 
judgment-seat of Christ, that, besides the aid of 
the written word of God, they were destitute of 
other means and opportunities, by which they 
might have been kept in the path of duty. 



j 
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Sc£ircely a day passes over our heads, but some- 
thing occurs to fix our most serious attention ; 
— something, which forces us, though, alas ! it 
be but for the moment, to reflect on the con- 
dition we are in, and of the undeniable fact, that 
our present state must ere long be changed for 
one of a far different nature. Afflictions of dif- 
ferent kinds, whether experienced by ourselves 
or by others : sudden and unexpected sum- 
monses to the grave of intimate acquaintances, 
or still dearer friends ; unforeseen accidents, 
which are constantly brought before our notice 
in a variety of shapes ; — all these, are so many 
evidences of the presence of a Superior Being, 
so many signs of his displeasure ; so many awa- 
kening proofs of the interest which he takes in 
the spiritual welfare of his creatures. They are 
sent in love to our precious souls ; they are sent 
as trials of our faith and obedience: they are 
sent as warnings, to induce us to flee from the 
wrath to come, and to renounce those bad pas- 
sions and evil habits which had hitherto separated 
us from God, and bound us to the world. They 
are sent to fit and prepare us for death and im- 
mortality. 

H 
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But if, like the rebellious king of Egypt, you 
persist in retaining *' an evil heart of unbelief f 
if you are resolved on hardening your consciences 
against conviction, and closing your eyes against 
the truth, — ^if you mlfully spurn from you every 
overture of peace, every oflfer of reconciliation, 
— ^if you thus slight the warnings and scorn the 
judgments of the living God, — then beware lest 
that God give you over to a reprobate mind, and 
entirely withdraw from you the influences of his 
Spirit ; — ^then, although (like Pharaoh, who for 
the moment resolved to let the children of Israel 
go, but soon " pursued after them,**) you at 
length consent reluctantly to " let go" your sins, 
— then, I say, beware lest your heart be so 
finally hardened, that you *' pursue after them,** 
till you be swallowed up in that gulph, from 
whence no cries of sorrow, no tears of anguish, 
shall effect your deliverance. Believe me, '' the 
Spirit of God will not alway strive with man :" 
although he be ** long-suffering and of great 
mercy," yet think not on that account that he is 
'* slack concerning his promise." Resist not, I 
implore you, any longer that Holy Spirit, which 
should be your guide, your comforter, and your 
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defence, at every season during this chequered 
life. Convert not into an enemy the only real 
and effectual friend of helpless man, but rather 
pray that you may be sanctified and *' renewed 
day by day,*' until the promises of the Redeemer 
be realized to you and all returning sinners. 
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SERMON VII. 



ON THE OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH, 



EzEKIEL XX. 19, 20. 

" I am the Lord your God ; walk in my statutes, and keep 
my judgments, and do them; and hallow my Sabbaths: 
iand they shall be a sign between me and you, that ye may 
know that I am the Lord your God." 

At the present advanced state of religious know- 
ledge^ it would almost appear superfluous for 
the minister of the Gospel to enforce, from the 
pulpit, a duty so well known, and so easy of 
observance, as that which forms the theme of 
my present discourse. But alas ! my Christian 
brethren, owing to the perverseness of men's 
dispositions, and the hardness of their hearts, 
God's sacred day is more or less despised, and 
even by many persons, totally disregarded. 

I have more than once felt it necessary to call 
your most serious attention to this momentous 
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subject ; and still am I impelled by a deep sense 
of duty to him^ whose servant I am^ and from 
an earnest regard for the spiritual welfare of 
those committed to my charge, to remind you 
again and again, of the immense importance of 
yielding obedience to the divine injunction on 
this head ; and to point out to you the tremen- 
dous danger you incur by neglecting to do so. 

Let me, therefore, on the present occasion 
invite you to consider with me the words of the 
text, which are addressed to those of the present 
day, as well as to the rebellious Israelites of old ; 
and which are an exhortation to obey the com- 
mandments of the Lord, and especially that, in 
which is enjoined the strict observance of the 
holy Sabbath, And may that Almighty Being, 
who can alone dispose " the hearts of the dis- 
obedient to the wisdom of the just," direct us to 
such contemplations, as may best tend to benefit 
the souls of his creatures, and conduce to his 
own honour and glory. 

The word " Sabbath," according to the Hebrew 
language, signifies " rest ;" God having rested 
from the stupendous work of Creation on the 
seventh day. We read in the second chapter of 
the Book of Genesis ; ** Thus the heavens and 
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the earth were finished^ and all the host of 
them ; and on the seventh day God ended his 
work which he had made ; and he rested on the 
seventh day from all his work which he had 
made. And God blessed the seventh day^ and 
sanctified it^ because that in it he had rested 
from all his work which God created and 
made." Here, then, we have in the Bible a plain 
account of the institution of the Sabbath ; and 
we find, too, that it was of general obligation 
from that time to the giving of the Law upon 
Mount Sinai. That the Israelites, God's chosen 
people, were very particular in observing it be- 
fore that momentous period, is evident from 
what we find recorded in the Book of Exodus, 
where Moses is represented as using the utmost 
caution, lest, when it pleased the Lord to send 
down manna from heaven to sustain the people 
in the wilderness, they should be tempted to act 
in opposition to his commandment, by gathering 
it on the Sabbath-day. He thus addresses them : 
''This is that which the Lord hath said, to- 
morrow is the rest of the holy Sabbath unto the 
Lord : — six days ye shall gather it, but on the 
seventh day which is the Sabbath, in it there 
shall be none : — ^therefore he giveth you on the 
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sixth day the bread of two days : — ^let no man 
go out of his place on the seventh day. So the 
people rested on the seventh day ^" After which, 
when the Law was delivered from Mount Sinai, 
with all the awful indications of the divine pre- 
sence, and tremendous accompaniment of Jeho- 
vah's wisdom and power ; and when the finger 
of God marked his will to man, with indelible 
impression on the tables of stone; — then was 
this commandment enrolled among the Ten, 
and has ever since been binding on mankind, as 
essential to their " working out that salvation," 
which the Lamb of God, ** slain from the found- 
ation of the world/' purchased with his blood on 
the cross. 

The fourth commandment of the decalogue 
runs thus : '' In six days the Lord made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and 
rested the seventh day; wherefore the Lord 
blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it." It 
was the custom of the Jews to keep their Sab- 
bath on the Saturday, the last day of the week : 
but after our Lord's Resurrection, his disciples 
changed it to the following day, which we call 

* Exod. xvi. 23—30. 
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Sunday^ in commemoration of that ^orious 
event ; and our Church has continued to observe 

it on that day. 

And who is there, among all God's creatures, 
who calls himself a Christian, who can refiise to 
recognize this wise and merciful appointment of 
the Sabbath ? Or, rather, can there be any one, 
who does not feel himself called upon, by every 
feeling of gratitude and adoration, to '^ praise 
the Lord for his goodness," in thus setting apart 
a season of holy rest, and pious recreation for all 
the creatures of his hand, but above all for man, 
whom he made in his own glorious image, and 
whom, though fallen from his high estate, he 
continues to preserve by his almighty protection 
and watchful providence ? And must I answer 
to this inquiry, there are many such amongst us ? 
There are many, I fear, who almost deny the 
institution as of sacred origin ; many, who, if they 
do acknowledge it to be so, yet evince no grati- 
tude for this mark of God's tender love for them, 
nay, rather show a total contempt for his holy 
ordinance ? 

My fellow Christians, allow me to point out to 
you the vast blessing which a wise and gracious 
Creator has conferred on his creatures, by ap- 
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pointing one day in the week to be kept holy to 
himself. In the first place^ you have an oppor- 
tunity offered you of resting from almost every 
employment of a temporal and worldly character ; 
of refreshing your body after its six days' toil ; 
and of easing your mind of its worldly engage- 
ments. You have the happy privilege of meeting 
together, in company with your fellow-creatures 
and fellow-sinners, in the public sanctuary of 
God, for the purpose of openly confessing your 
sins, beseeching him for forgiveness, and offering 
up your praises and thanksgivings for all his 
mercies vouchsafed to you; and above all, for 
'* his inestimable love in the redemption of the 
world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of 
grace and for the hope of glory .*• 

It must, for the most part, happen, that in the 
course of six days' secular occupation, the mind 
of man, even of the most pious Christian, is in 
some degree alienated from God and religion. 
If Providence had willed that no check should be 
put upon the sublunary engagements of man, by 
setting apart a peculiar day for that purpose ; 
such is our natural propensity to evil, and our 
hankering after temporal objects, that there would 
be every reason to fear lest the world should 
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soon become to us the sole idol of our affections^ 
and the worship and service of the only true God 
be altogether forgotten. How exceedingly mer- 
ciful then^ must it be confessed^ was that act of 
the Almighty^ by which he was pleased to appoint 
a day^ on which all mankind might divest them- 
selves of every thing of an earthly nature^ 
and turn their thoughts and actions through a 
fresh and purer channel^ — a channel which 
leads to spiritual objects and heavenly employ- 
ments ! 

Every successive return of this blessed day, 
^ believe me, will bring with it some new oppor- 
tunity for us to wean ourselves from the engross- 
ing affairs of life, and to make some progress 
towards effecting our peace with that Being, 
whose purity we have been offending, and whose 
wrath we have been exciting, during the inter- 
vening period of our devotion to worldly pursuits. 
There is something, I think, so solemn and im- 
pressive, — something, which induces such sublime 
notions in the breast, in the still and decorous 
assembly of devout Christians, that it cannot fail 
to have the delightful effect of spiritualizing, in a 
greater or less degree, the weak and wavering, 
the thoughtless and guilty worshipper. Then 

13 
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will the man, who is lukewarm and vacillating in 
his faith ; whose ideas of religion are but imper- 
fectly marked or faintly developed, at some 
moment or other during this solemn period, be 
led by the grace of God to think more seriously 
of his condition ; and, conscious of his own 
weakness, to look up to heaven to have his faith 
increased, his hopes enlarged, and strength 
afforded him to perform all those duties, set forth 
in the Gospel, as incumbent on the Christian can- 
didate. Then, too, shall it happen, that the 
profligate and abandoned sinner, though if it be 
but for the moment, '' comes to himself ;" feels, 
faithless as he is, a kind of fearful foreboding of 
what his fixture destiny will be, and is " almost 
persuaded to be a Christian." Something may 
strike him in the beautiful liturgy of the Church, 
which may for the time raise his sordid mind 
above the common objects of its devotion, to a 
higher and more noble elevation : — something he 
may hear read from the Sacred Volume, which 
may convict him of his sinfulness, and induce in 
his guilty breast, feelings of repentance, and a 
resolution to sin no more. Or, perhaps his at- 
tention may be suddenly arrested by some appeal 
from the pulpit, which may reach home to his 
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conscience, and speak unto him as Nathan did to 
David, saying '' Thou art the man." 

Such impressions as I have been now describ- 
ing may, it is true, be merely transitory, and, as 
soon as the service is ended, may pass away '^ as 
a morning cloud and the early dew ;** but who 
knows, whether impressions like these, thus made 
on the sinner's heart, if he by accident, or by the 
example of others, or from some better motive, 
be found again in the house of God, — may not 
eventually, under the sacred influence of the 
Spirit, work a change in him of a more enduring 
nature ; and brin^ him to a frame of mind, which 
no after temptations shall entirely counteract, no 
time destroy; but which increasing years shall 
mature, to his final sanctification and eternal 
glory ? 

To every individual child of fallen man, to 
every expectant of a better and a happier world, 
is the Sabbath a day of the highest advantage, 
and utmost importance. The rich and poor are 
mingled together in the sanctuary of God, and 
all have the happy privilege of presenting, with 
one accord and with one voice, their petitions to 
the common Parent of the universe. Their 
praises and prayers, their sorrows and alarms, are 
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borne aloft on the wings of interceding love to 
the throne of grace, and are received without 
distinction, and listened to with an impartial ear, 
by Him who is " no respecter of persons," and 
who " is more ready to hear than we to pray, 
and is wont to give more than we either desire 
or deserve." Especially is the institution of the 
S.abbath most beneficial, and most essential to 
the poorer and more industrious portion of God's 
creatures. Their time being necessarily spent 
in constant and laborious exercise during the 
week, it being their lot to live by the sweat of 
their brow ; " to rise up early, and so late take 
rest, and eat the bread of carefulness ;** they can 
have, indeed, but few opportunities, and very 
limited means, of improving their minds in spiri- 
tual knowledge, and of making fit preparation 
for that awful period, when every man will be 
either rewarded or punished, according to the 
use he has made of those talents which his Lord 
has committed to his trust. 

To this class of individuals, then, the arrival 
of the Sabbath-day must, independent of the ces- 
sation from their bodily labours, which it brings 
along with it in its regular return, yield a blessed 
source of religious instruction, of spiritual edifi- 
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cation^ and of holy comfort, which, otherwise, 
they might have been wholly, or at least in a 
great measure, destitute of. 

Yes, my friends, to you is afforded the happy* 
privilege, of learning in the house of God many 
important truths connected with your eternal 
welfisire, of which possibly you might have re- 
mained in ignorance the whole of your life- 
time. You there, have the means of being in- 
structed in your duty as Christians, and being 
made acquainted with the '' things which belong 
unto your peace.'' In that sacred place, you will 
hear the mournful tale of Adam's first transgres- 
sion, and of the degraded nature which he en- 
tailed on his posterity, — ^that in him we *' all 
die ^" — that " by one man's disobedience many 
were made sinners * ;" you will there, hear too, 
the consoling assurance, that '^ as in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive ' ;" — 
that "God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only-begotten Son, that " whosoever be- 
lieveth in him shall not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life *.** There you are taught, that God 
is " no respecter of persons ^'* — that he regards 

* 1 Cor. XV. 22. * Rom. v, 19. M Cor. xv. 22, 
* John iii. 16. * Acts x. 34. 
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the poor as well as the rich; — that although 
poor in this world, yet, if rich in faith and good 
works, there is a store laid up for you in heaven, 
which will never be diminished ; but which will 
nourish and support you through the ages of 
eternity. In short, the benefits resulting from the 
sabbatical institution, to every member of the fa- 
mily of God upon earth, are greater than all the 
advantages of power, of wealth, or of mental 
acquirements. 

You should never cease, then, to express your 
sense of gratitude to the Father of mercies for 
this especial mark of his love for your precious 
souls ; and, instead of looking upon the Lord's 
Day, as one of tedious duty and melancholy em- 
ployment, you should hail its arrival in the words 
and sentiments of the Psalmist, *' How amiable 
are thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts ! My soul 
longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the 
Lord : my heart and my flesh crieth out for 
the Kving God ^" 

My brethren, it is a source of deep lamenta- 
tion to me to think, that there are numbers in 
this parish who, instead of eagerly embracing 

* Psalm Ixkxiv. 1,2. 



112 OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH. 

every opportunity of assembling together in pub- 
lic worship, profane the sacred day of the Lord, 
either by absenting themselves altogether from 
his " courts f or, if they do enter them once 
during the day, by passing the remainder of it in 
some idle amusement or unholy employment. 
Let these men reflect, and consider well, the 
hazard they are running, by thus wilfully break- 
ing the divine commandment. What saith the 
Scripture ? " But the house of Israel rebelled 
against me in the wilderness : my Sabbaths they 
greatly polluted : then I said, I will pour out my 
fury upon them in the wilderness to consume 
them \^ And will not God, think you, pour out 
his fury upon all those who, in defiance of his 
express command to hallow his Sabbaths, pol- 
lute and profane them ? Shall he " not visit for 
these things T — Believe me, he will, — If judgment 
come not upon them in this world, he will as- 
suredly visit them with tremendous punishment 
in that which is to come. And here, I am bound 
to tell you, that those who attend the service of 
the Church once only on the Lord's Day, when 
they might attend it twice, under the delusive 

^ Ezek. XX. 13. 
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impression that God will be satisfied with a 
divided worship^ are under a most lamentable 
error, and will unquestionably incur the Divine 
displeasure. 

There are cases, I am well aware, when, either 
on account of the many cares and occupations 
necessarily attendant on a family, or from some 
other reasonable cause, each member of a house- 
hold cannot attend twice in the day. But when 
there is no real hindrance to prevent him, I am 
at a loss to conjecture how any one, who has any 
pretensions to the character of a Christian, can 
reconcile it to his conscience, to observe only a 
"portion of that sacred day» when he has it in his 
power to consecrate the whole to God. I say 
that such a man is only serving his Maker by 
halves ; and I freely tell you, that I doubt much 
whether his devotional exercises, thus in part 
performed, will be accepted by Him who, we are 
told in Scripture, must be worshipped " in spirit 
and in truth \" 

And what shall I say to those amongst you, 
who, if they do not altogether absent themselves 

* John iv. 24. 
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from church, yet very rarely appear within her 
sacred walls? How truly melancholy is the 
reflection, that by such determined opposition to 
the will of heaven, they are bringing *' swift 
destruction** upon their souls ! That there 
should be found any one professing the Christ- 
ian faith, who, for no reason whatever, is con- 
tent to pass that solemn season, on which God 
rested from his labours, when he had com- 
pleted the wondrous work of creation, and which 
he hath set apart especially for his worship and 
service, in idleness, in transacting business, in 
habitual visiting, or, which is too often the case 
with Sabbath-breakers, in drunkenness, and other 
acts of profanation and impiety, is indeed un- 
accountable. How such men can hope to be 
saved, I know not. They may deceive them- 
selves with the vain notion, that if they injure 
not their neighbours, and, generally speaking, 
perform the social and domestic duties of life, 
with decency and regularity, they are therefore 
secure ; and that at all events, a Saviour's merits 
will ensure their pardon and acceptance at the 
last. But I am bold to tell them, that kind offices 
done to a fellow-creature, will not make up for 
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neglect of duty to God; and that, although 
Christ died for sinners, his atonement will not 
affect the wilful, the impenitent oifender. 

I beseech you, my friends, no longer to persist 
in this dreadful course. Think of the fearful 
end which awaits you, if you are so hardy as to 
do so. I conjure you, by every consideration for 
your eternal interests ; by the sufferings of a 
crucified Saviour ; by the love of a redeeming 
Jesus; — I warn you by the judgments of the 
Lord, and by the terrors of the damned, to 
*' think on these things,** before they be for ever 
hidden from your eyes. Imitate your beloved 
Redeemer, who, though '^ Lord of the Sabbath,*^ 
yet Himself vouchsafed to observe it, and to 
enforce the same, by precept and example, on 
all his followers. Imitate Him, who has been 
graciously pleased to declare, that '' where two 
or three are gathered together in his name, he 
will be in the midst of them V* Seek that Sa- 
viour, who invites you to come to him. Seek 
him in his own appointed way. He is your 
great High-Priest and Intercessor with the 
Father. He is " the way, the truth, and the 

* Matt, xviii. 30. 
I 2 



116 OBSERVANCE OF THR SABBATH. 

life *." Without his grace you cannot *' work 
the work of him that sent you f without his all- 
sufficient mediation, you can never gain admit- 
tance into his heavenly kingdom. 

' John xiv. 16. 



SERMON VIII. 



ON REPENTANCE. 



It 



Psalm li. 3» 

I acknowledge my transgressions : and my sin is ever 

before me." 



Having heretofore explained to you the meaning 
of the term " Lent/ the holy season on which 
we have now entered, I shall, in the present 
discourse merely commence by observing that 
this season of Lent, which in the Saxon lan- 
guage signifies " spring," our Church has set 
apart more especially for humbling ourselves 
before God, and for repenting of those manifold 
and great transgressions, which we have all from 
" time to time most grievously committed against 
the Divine Majesty" of heaven. 

The words which I have chosen for my text, 
will not, I trust, be deemed inappropriate to 
the peculiar subject of repentance. They were 



118 ON REPENTANCE. 

Uttered by him, who, having sinned, felt full 
well the necessity of confessing himself before 
his Maker, and of imploring the Divine forgive- 
ness with all humility and contrition of heart. 
Let me then, my Christian brethren, beseech 
you to give your serious and devout attention, 
whilst, under God's assistance, I endeavour to 
set before you the importance of fulfilling that 
solemn duty, which we find even " the man after 
God's own heart" felt it essential to perform. 

And where is the individual, even the most 
spotless amongst us, who, under a just sense of 
his own unworthiness, and of the deep-rooted 
corruption of his nature, and of his continued 
rebellion against all that is pure, holy, just, and 
powerful ; — where is that guilty child of fallen 
Adam, whom it does not behove, like David, 
to prostrate himself before the footstool of God's 
throne, and to say ''I acknowledge my faults, 
and my sin is ever before me ;" for '^ we have" 
indeed *' all sinned, and come short of the glory 
of God *." But, besides these and other proofs of 
man's extreme sinfulness, with which the Holy 
Scriptures abound, surely our own hearts, our 

^ Rom. ill. %S, 
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own wayward inclinations, and headstrong pas* 
sions^ must constrain us to acknowledge that 
we stand in need of forgiveness ; and that, if we 
hope for mercy, we must seek it at that fountain, 
from whence alone it flows. Is there, let me 
ask you, a day, nay, an hour of our lives, in 
which we do not in some way or other, whether 
in imagination, speech, or deed, transgress the 
commands of God ? Even in our best moments, 
when employed in any acts of benevolence 
towards our fellow-creatures ; when administer- 
ing to the sick and dying, clothing the naked, or 
feeding the hungry ; when lending our influence 
or exerting our power in the cause of the help- 
less and the oppressed ; and even when engaged 
in exercises of devotion, whether in the public 
sanctuary, or in the closet ; — in the performance 
of any of these actions, however right in them- 
selves, and agreeable to the commands of God, 
and the rules of Christ's Gospel, it would yet, I 
fear, be found, if the heart were deeply probed, 
that some impure, some unworthy motive were 
blended with them. 

Pride, that hideous appendage of man's nature, 
that foul and hateful passion, which assailed 
man's happiness, when he was clothed in inno- 
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cence ; which caused him to forget his God, and 
not only to plunge himself into the lowest depths 
of misery and degradation, but to entail on his 
devoted offspring, the same wretched condition, 
the same degraded nature: — ^it is that, I say, 
which too often renders our purest deeds impure, 
makes our virtues vices, and exposes us to the 
displeasure and the vengeance of heaven. 

But, alas, we must not confine our view to 
man in his best, his most virtuous state : we 
must not regard him only as ^ the good, the 
charitable, the pious Christian : but we must 
behold him, forsooth, as he is too often seen to 
be, the positively wicked, the uncharitable, the 
irreligious worshipper of Christ. 

I do not mean to assert, that there are not 
many good Christians in the world ; many, who 
at least strive by God's assisting grace, weak and 
sinful though they be, by nature, to observe the 
precepts of a holy religion, and to '' adorn the 
doctrine of God their Saviour in all things ;" but 
I would be understood to imply, that there is so 
much evil blended with the good, so many tares 
mingled with the wheat, — ^in other words, that 
mankind are so corrupt and faulty, so vicious 
and depraved, that the work of repentance is to 
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all persons^ and in all places^ to be preached as 
absolutely necessary to the saving of their souls. 

Repentance was the word which the incarnate 
Jesus preached ; " except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish ^'* Repentance was the message 
which his forerunner John the Baptist proclaimed: 
*' repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand'/' Repentance is the doctrine, which 
Christ's ordained ministers are bound to teach, 
and which you, who are members of his Church, 
and over whom we are appointed '* overseers,** 
are called upon to receive. And need we gd 
back still farther in the sacred history of the 
world ? Shall we examine the Word of God, 
revealed to man under the ancient covenant ? 
In every page, almost, of the Old Testament, we 
find the inspired servants of God urging men to 
turn from the evil of their ways, to be converted, 
and to live. " As I live saith the Lord God, I 
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but 
that the wicked turn from his way and live ; turn 
ye, turn ye from your evil ways ; for why will ye 
die, O house of Israel ' ?" Such was the language 
x)f the prophet Ezekiel. Again, Isaiah saith ; 

*• Luke xiii. 3. * Matt. iii. 2. ' Ezek. xxxiii. 11. 
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** Let the vricked forsake his way, and the un* 
righteous man his thoughts ; let him return unto 
the Lord, and he will have mercy on him, and to 
our God, for he will abundantly pardon ^J" And 
Jeremiah thus declares Jehovah's will concerning 
his rebellious people : " If thou wilt return, O Is- 
rael, saith the Lord, return unto me ; and if thou 
wilt put away thine abominations out of my sight, 
then shalt thou not remove ^*' And again the 
same prophet writes ; " amend your doings, and 
I will cause you to dwell in this place ' :" and 
such is the general tenor of the language of all 
the prophets. 

Thus to the wicked and rebellious Jews, God's 
chosen people, to whom he had shewn such sig- 
nal marks of his favoiu*, and whom he had so 
often miraculously delivered " by a mighty hand 
and a stretched out arm," — even to them, though 
" they sinned yet more and more," was the Al- 
mighty graciously pleased to offer the boon of 
pardon, on condition of their sincere return to 
duty. And to go still farther back in the inspired 
writings, was not Jehovah's mercy and loving- 
kindness most wonderfully displayed, when, ^'see- 

' Isaiah Iv. 7. • Jer. iv. 1. » Jcr. vii. 3. 
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ing that mankind had corrupted themselves upon 
the face of the earth/* he vouchsafed to send 
" Noah a preacher of righteousness/ to exhort 
them to *' flee from the wrath to come/' and to 
repent of their enormous sins in time^ lest he 
should visit them with some tremendous inflic- 
tion of his righteous judgment ? But did they 
listen to the trumpet^ which sounded the alarm 
of their destruction ? No, they heeded it not. 
What saith our Saviour himself concerning them? 
" They did eat, they drank, they married wives, 
they were given in marriage, until the day that 
Noah entered into the ark, and the flood came, 
and destroyed them all *.'* And what was the 
fate of Sodom and Gomorrah ? The wicked in- 
habitants of those cities, heedless of the tremend- 
ous judgment impending over them, deaf to the 
warning voice of God, and undismayed by the 
threatnings of Almighty vengeance, persisted in 
their sinful practices ; " they did eat, they drank, 
they bought, they sold, they planted, they 
builded : but the same day that Lot went out of 
Sodom, it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, 
and destroyed them all ^'' Here then are won- 

> Luke xvii. 27, ^ Luke xvii. «8, 29. 

13 
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drous instances of God's mercy bdng shewn to 
sinners in calling them to repentance, and awful 
examples of his retributive justice overtaking 
unrepentant hardened transgressors. 

And shall not we, my brethren, who live under 
the blessed and enlightening rays of the Christian 
dispensation, who have the most urgent calls to 
repentance made to us in the Gospel of the Son 
of God — on the one hand, exciting our fears by 
the terrors of a final judgment; and on the other, 
encouraging our hopes by the transporting assur- 
ance of peace and happiness for ever to be en- 
joyed in Christ's kingdom; — shall not we who 
thus know " the will of God in Christ Jesus con- 
cerning us," be persuaded at once to '* turn from 
dead works to serve the living God," to humble 
ourselves in dust and ashes, and to exclaim with 
the returning prodigal, "I have sinned against 
heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy 
to be called thy son." 

My fellow Christians, what a heart cheering 
assurance is it to know that, however remiss, 
nay, however positively sinful and vicious we may 
have been in our past lives, there is yet held out 
to us in the Gospel, upon condition of sincere 
and deep sorrow for the past, pardon and accept- 
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ance with the Most Highest ! — that, ** if we con- 
fess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness " !" But, little will it avail, unless to sorrow 
for the past, he joined a fixed resolution to resist 
for the time to come those temptations by which 
we were once so powerfully assailed ; to amend 
whatsoever was amiss in our faith and practice, 
and to lead the rest of our lives, if it please a 
long-suffering God to prolong them, in his fear 
and love, to his honour and glory. ' But how,' 
the sorrowing penitent might exclaim ; ' how can 
I, sinner that I am, who have broken God's holy 
laws, despised his ordinances, and set at nought 
his counsel ; who have by my repeated offences 
been all my life time ' trampling under foot the 
Son of God,' and crucifying him afresh ; who 
have neglected so many and merciful warnings, 
sent by a pitying Father to reclaim his long lost 
Son ;; — how can I, miserable polluted wretch that 
I am, entertain a gleam of hope that mercy will 
now, at this eleventh hour, be extended towards 
me ?' The self-condemned, the truly awakened 

* IJohni. 9. 
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Christian mighty in the moment of despair^ be led 
to utter such language as this ; aye^ and no un- 
faithful symptom of the dawn of regeneration ; 
no unfavourable sign of his being freed from the 
galling yoke of Satan, and of his sincere return 
to the path of obedience, and to the service of 
" God and His Christ !" Yes, the returning pro- 
digal suffers, for the moment, the terrors of the 
Lord ; he dreads the displeasure of a relentless 
parent : but in an instant his fears are dispelled, 
and joy beams on his countenance. He still, 
indeed, feels himself to be a sinner ; he still feels 
he is subject to, and deserving of, the severest 
chastisement, but mercy interposes ; instead of 
beholding the frowns of a relentless judge, he is 
cheered with the rays of divine love ; — ^instead of 
writhing under the scorpion sting of Jehovah's 
wrath, he is clasped in the arms of a redeeming 
Jesus* 

O, what an encouraging thought is this ! To 
think that there is redemption with Jesus ! — that, 
however great the sinner, God*s mercy is greater ; 
however &r gone in the depths of iniquity, Christ 
the Redeemer, is able and willing to save him ! 
Tis true, that " in Adam all die ;" but the word 
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of God who cannot lie, assures us also that '^ in 
Christ shall all be made alive ^ ;" and the apostle 
tells us, that " God commendeth his love towards 
us in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us * ;'* and, again, that " God reconcileth us 
to himself by Jesus Christ *." No longer, then, 
may the sinner despair ; no longer may he doubt 
of Christ's power to save him ; for " though his 
sins be as scarlet," washed in the blood of a 
Saviour, *' they shall be as white as snow, though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool */' 
My fellow Christians, it is true, true beyond 
the shadow of a doubt, that the merits of the 
Redeemer are all-sufficient. But beware, lest 
ye delude yourselves by supposing that they will 
be made available to you, (nay, rather believe 
that they will tend to your condemnation) unless 
you shew that you have faith in Jesus, by deep 
and heartfelt contrition for your past transgres- 
sions, and by a firm resolve, through the grace 
of God, to '* sin no more." I tell you, " it shall 
be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, in the day of judgment S" than for 

* Cor. XV. 22. « Rom. v. 8. '2 Cor. v. 18. 

* Isaiah i. 18. * Matt. x. 15. 
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impenitent sinners ; — for those who^having turned 
their backs upon Christ's Gospel, refuse to be 
converted ; who, having suffered the deadly 
malady of sin to spread and rankle through their 
souls, will not go to Christ, the great physician, 
to be healed. Immense, incalculable is the 
danger which awaits you, if you go on in a state 
of impenitence ; for though your heavenly Father 
longs after you with the tenderness of a parent, 
yet, you may resist his Holy Spirit beyond the 
hope of mercy ; you may quench, and do despite 
to it; so that its divine influence may never 
again be " shed abroad in your hearts." " The 
Spirit of God will not always strive with man *." 
But when, by the yearning power of heavenly 
love acting upon his soul, the backsliding pro- 
fessor of the Gospel feels his sad and miserable 
condition, and is '' almost persuaded to be a 
Christian" — all but converted from sin to holi- 
ness, from darkness to light — yet for the moment 
*' halts between two opinions, wavers, is resolved, 
and doubts again ; — it is then, that the mercy of 
a dying Saviour beams forth, and stands between 
him and judgment ; — it is then, that God's grace 

* Gen. vi. 3. 
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strengthens his feeble efforts ; — it is then, that 
he feels the full force of those consoling words 
" My grace is sufficient for thee, for my strength 
is made perfect in weakness '/' 

Let me, then, exhort you, my beloved, what- 
ever your condition be, — you, who, because you 
have not openly and wilfully transgressed the 
commands of God, therefore perhaps hug your- 
selves with the delusive assurance, that you are 
righteous above your fellows, and that you need 
no renewing in the spirit, no uncommon mercy 
to be extended towards you on the part of 
heaven — to arise and repent, '' that Christ may 
give you life ;" and you too, who are living in 
the constant habit of unblushingly violating the 
laws of God, who profane his Sabbaths, despise 
his holy ordinances, and deride the precepts of 
his Gospel, — you especially, do I intreat to rouse 
yourselves from your vain and sinful slumbers ; 
to *' cast off the works of darkness, to put on the 
whole armour of light," and to enrol yourselves 
at once, and for ever, as the true and faithful 
soldiers and servants of Jesus Christ Delay 
not, I conjure you, a moment longer to begin 

' 2 Cor. xii. 9. 
K 
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that work, in which you ought to have been 
engaged every day, every hour of your past 
lives. Defer it not to a " more convenient sea- 
son ;" but *' work while it is day, for the night 
cometh in which no man can work.'' For ** be- 
hold^ now is the accepted time ; behold, now is 
the day of salvation." 

In the language of the heavenly messenger, 
who was sent to rescue Lot and his family from 
the destruction that awaited the devoted cities 
of old, I bid you " escape to the mountain ;" flee 
to Christ the rock of your salvation ; " escape for 
thy life ; look not behind thee, neither stay thou 
in all the plain '." Turn not back, even to bid 
adieu to the wicked ways you have left : linger 
not to say farewell to the darling sin which once 
so " easily beset you.*' Earnestly implore the aid 
of God's special grace to speed you on your jour- 
ney. For although " the spirit" may be " willing, 
the flesh is weak f and you need every assistance 
from above, to contend, with any hope of suc- 
cess, against your spiritual enemies. You require 
to be fortified with the whole panoply of heaven, 
to wear " the helmet of salvation ;" to be girt 

* Gen. xix. 17. 
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about with " the sword of the Spirit." You 
need this defence to shield you against the com- 
bined powers of darkness, to enable you in the 
strength of the Lord, to " go forth conquering, 
and to conquer \" that '' so an entrance may be 
ministered unto you abundantly into the ever- 
lasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ ^" 

' Rev. vi. 2. ' 2 Pet. i. II. 
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SERMON IX. 



GOOD FRIDAY. 



REMISSION OF SIN THROUGH THE BLOOD 
OF THE ATONEMENT. 



Hebrews ix. 22, 

" And almost all thmgs are by the law purged with blood : 

and without shedding of blood is no remission." 

No sooner had Adam transgressed the command- 
ment of heaven, and thereby entailed on his 
posterity a corrupt and vicious nature ; and not 
only that, but death eternal, — the consequence 
of sin ; than divine wisdom conceived a method 
for redeeming man from the awful penalty he 
was doomed to pay. This was no less than the 
incarnation and sacrifice of the only-begotten 
Son of God ; and although it did not agree with 
the divine purpose, that he should immediately 
become the victim ; yet still was he '' the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world.'* 

We find in the Bible history, that the Almighty 
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was pleased to institute the rite of sacrifice ; and 
whilst he graciously vouchsafed to accept it, as a 
kind of atonement for actual transgression, he at 
the same time intended that it should have re- 
ference to, and be typical of, that one great sa- 
crifice, which was in due time to be offered up 
for the sins of the whole world. Immediately 
after the fall, we find, that " Cain brought the 
fruit of the ground an offering to the Lord '," and 
that it was not accepted ; but that his brother 
likewise *' brought of the firstlings of his flock, 
and of the fat thereof; and the Lord had respect 
unto Abel and his offering ^" We read, that 
righteous Noah, on coming out of the ark, 
" builded an altar unto the Lord, and took of 
every clean beast, and every clean fowl, and 
offered burnt offerings on the altar ^T 

Hence it appears that, from the very earliest 
period, mankind were accustomed to offer sacri- 
fices to God. Besides the various instances, 
recorded in the Bible, of such means being em- 
ployed to satisfy the displeasure of the Deity, we 
meet with several scriptural characters, who, in 
themselves, were decidedly types of a crucified 

' Gen. iv. 3. ^ Ibid. iv. 4. » Ibid, viii, 20. 
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Saviour. In the offering up of Isaac especially, 
was direct allusion made to this mighty atone- 
ment. In a variety of particulars did he, whom 
God had ^* provided himself as a lamh for a 
burnt sacrifice," represent *' the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world *." Under 
the Mosaic dispensation, all the sacrifices of the 
levitical priesthood served as prefigurations and 
shadows of ^' better things to come.** The feast 
of the Paschal Lamb, and the scape goat, with 
other sacred ordinances of the Jews, clearly re- 
presented that wondrous act of redeeming love, 
which an incarnate God wrought for mankind by 
the sacrifice of his own glorious and divine Per- 
son on the cross. Thus, according to the lan- 
guage of the text, were " almost all things by the 
law** (that is, the law of Moses) " purged with 
blood ; and without shedding of blood is no re- 
mission,*' neither under the former, nor latter 
covenant. 

The benefits, however, which were procured 
by the high priest, when he entered '' alone once 
every year into the second tabernacle,*' and there 
offered " the blood of bulls and of goats for him- 

* John i. 29. 
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self and for the errors of the people/' could not 
possibly extend to remission of sins after this 
life. ** But Christ being come an High Priest of 
good things to come, by a greater and more per- 
fect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to 
say, not of this building, neither by the blood of 
goats and calves, but by his own blood, he en- 
tered once into the holy place, having obtained 
eternal redemption for us ^" " It was necessary," 
says the Apostle in the same chapter, " that the 
pattern of things in heaven should be purified 
with these," (that is, with the blood of animals) 
" but the heavenly things themselves with better 
sacrifices than these. For Christ is not entered 
into the holy place made with hands ; — nor yet 
did he offer himself often, as the high priest en- 
tered into the holy place every year with the 
blood of others ;" but " was once oflFered to bear 
the sins of many." Yes, all the sacrifices or- 
dained of old, all " the beggarly elements" of the 
Jewish law, which served only as a " schoolmas- 
ter to bring us to Christ ^" were now in part to 
be done away, and completed in the person of 
the holy Jesus. 

^ Heb. ix. 11, 12. ^ Gal. iii. 24. 
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" He, of whom the prophets spake/' had now 
arrived to execute the mighty errand of his hea- 
venly Father. "When he took upon him to 
deliver man, he did not abhor the virgin's womb :" 
but " was made flesh, and dwelt among us '/ in 
order that he might establish his covenant with 
guilty man, and procure for him that boon of 
pardon, which none but the " Lamb without spot 
and blemish," could possibly effect. St. Paul 
being desirous, for the benefit of the Jewish 
Christians, to prove the death of Christ from the 
writings of the Old Testament, thus quotes from 
the book of Psalms : " Wherefore, when he 
cometh into the world, he saith, sacrifice and 
offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou 
prepared me : in burnt-offerings and sacrifices 
for sin thou hast no pleasure ; then said I, lo, 
I come, in the volume of the book it is written 
of me, to do thy will, O God *." And what, my 
brethren, was that will, which he, who was born 
into the world, had to perform ? Was it not 
the will of his heavenly Father ? Was it not that 
he should " work the work of him that sent 
him r 



' Johni. 14. » Hcb. x. 5,^,7. 
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To this end, therefore, did the eternal Son of 
God leave his own glorious habitation in the 
heavens ; to pass on earth, in our miserable 
nature, a season of grief and sorrow ; and finally 
to die a death of infamy and torment. Where- 
fore was it, that this mission, so fraught with 
degradation and with woe, was imposed on the 
Son of God ? Was it that, as the Son of God, he 
had incurred the displeasure of his Father, and 
was dismissed from the paradise of heaven, and 
sent an exile to this miserable, sin-polluted world, 
in order to make atonement for his sins ? No, 
that were impossible. For he was himself the 
" King of kings, and Lord of lords f " the only 
true God.** And when, in obedience to heaven's 
mandate, he had clothed himself in our corrupted 
nature, and "was made like unto us in all things," 
he was yet entirely free from sin ; and though it 
behoved him to suffer every kind of affliction, 
and to be exposed to trials of every form, to 
which our weak nature is liable ; yet we find 
that, where his fellows on earth yielded to the 
force of temptation, he prevailed over all the 
powers of darkness ; — that, where they, through 
the weakness of the flesh, fell short in the hour 
of trial ; he, in virtue of his godhead, was sig- 
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nally triumphant He was, indeed, '^perfect 
God as well as perfect man ;" and therefore, on 
his own account, never could be called to suffer- 
ings. But '* he was wounded for our transgres- 
sions ; he was bruised for our iniquities ; the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him, and 
with his stripes we are healed *." 

The atonement, made by Christ for the sins 
of mankind, as it is a subject awfully grand and 
sublime, so must it ever baffle our deepest con- 
templation, and utmost strength, fully to com- 
prehend, or, indeed, sufficiently to appreciate. 
It is a great mystery, one which even *' angels 
desired to look into *." It is a mystery, the per- 
fect knowledge of which we can never attain unto, 
so long as " we see here through a glass, darkly * f 
but which, we may suppose, will one day be clearly 
revealed to us, and blaze forth on minds, which 
though now partially obscured, will then be as 
vivid and comprehensive as Jehovah's self; and 
will redound to God's eternal glory, and to our 
complete and endless felicity. Still, my brethren, 
although the doctrine of the atonement is a mys- 
tery, too deep and awful for us to fathom ; it 

' Isaiah liii. 5. > 1 Pet. i. 12. '1 Cor. xiii. 12. 
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nevertheless, behoves us to yield a full and un- 
shaken assent to a truth, which the word of God 
announces, and which the utmost attempts of 
the deist have never been able, in the slightest 
degree, to invalidate. 

And is it not a most consoling assurance, as it 
must be a subject of the most ardent gratitude, 
that *' Christ came into the world to save sin- 
ners ^ r We are conscious, by daily and hourly 
experience, of what the Scriptures plainly tell us, 
namely, that *' in many things we offend all * :** — 
that we are corrupt in thought, word, and deed ; 
and that, unless something had been done to 
satisfy the vengeance of the Almighty, our con- 
dition in a future state of existence, must have 
been one of dreadful and ceaseless punishment. 
But " praised be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ," that *' there is .now no condem- 
nation to them which are in Christ Jesus *;" that 
he who, though himself without sin, was '^ made a 
curse for us * ;'* is become *' a full, perfect, and 
suflBcient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the 
sins of the whole world ^;" and that *' although 
our sins be as scarlet," yet if we have faith in 

* 1 Tim.i. 15. 'James iii. 2. ' Rom. viii. 1. 

* Gal. iii. 13. * Communion Service. 
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Christ, '^ they shall be as white as snow ; though 
they be red like crimson,'* yet bleached in the 
purifying stream, which flowed from a Redeemer's 
side, " they shall be like wool ^" 

Christian brethren, what an unspeakably sub- 
lime and stupendous achievement was that, 
which was wrought by the hand of redeeming 
love, to rescue a world of wicked and rebellious 
people, from the justly merited punishment 
that awaited them ! When it was found that 
no man could *' deliver his brother, nor make 
agreement unto God for him, so that he must 
let that alone for ever ^ ;" the second Person in 
the ever-blessed Trinity, infinite in mercy, as in 
wisdom, came forth from his seat of blessedness 
and glory, on the mighty errand of making re- 
conciliation between guilty man and his offended 
Creator. 

If this heavenly Messenger of Peace expe- 
rienced no other cause of enduring, than the 
mere deprivation of his own celestial happiness, 
— ^his own transcendent glory ; — it were even 
then, a sign of such, unspeakable condescension, 
and such profound humility, as far to surpass the 

' Isaiah i. 1 8. 2 Pgalm. xlix. 7, 8. 
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most disinterested action of the most virtuous 
among the sons of men. But the Son of God 
did more than this. He appeared among men, 
not as the Son of God, but as the Son of man ; — 
not invested with all the glittering appendages 
of his own glorious divinity, but clothed in the 
humble garb of humanity. He came, not as a 
potent ruler, invested with all the emblems of 
regal authority, and receiving the gratulations of 
his faithful subjects. He came, not as a mighty 
captain, attended by a host of expectant fol- 
lowers, eager to be led on to victory and to 
glory ; — but he came as the '' despised and re- 
jected of men ;" in the meanest condition, and 
in the most unassuming appearance ; there was 
" no form, no comeliness" in him ; — " no beauty 
that we should desire him ;" — and, though *' he 
came unto his own, his own received him not \" 
His, was no mock parade of imaginary woes ; 
no smooth and gentle progress through a world 
to which he had, of his own free will, descended. 
His, was no pretended endurance of afflictions, 
which, in the strength of his own Godhead, he 
might so easily have escaped. But the Saviour's 

^ John i. 11. 
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sufferings were real and substantial as his love, 
and his earthly career was marked by an unre- 
mitting accompaniment of the keenest woes^ and 
the most poignant griefs; such as none ever 
tasted of all his creatures^ — not even the most 
wicked and most abject^ among the millions 
whom he came to save. 

It may be urged by the lukewarm Christian, 
the half believer, the unholy deist, that, if Christ 
was God, his Godhead no doubt prevailed over, 
or at least essentially diminished^ those trials, to 
which, as man, he was exposed. But them, I 
would fain admonish, and you, my Christian 
hearers, who " name the name of Christ,** and 
who acknowledge him for your Redeemer, that 
none can rightly appreciate the atoning efforts 
of the earth-born Saviour, nor reap the full be- 
nefits of his cross and passion, unless they firmly 
believe and are truly persuaded in their minds, 
that every pang which the blessed Jesus appeared 
to suffer, from the first moment of his ignoble 
birth, to the final consummation of his woes, was 
a faithful sign of his Father's wrath, and a solemn 
earnest of his own unequalled love for man's 
benighted soul. 

Picture to yourselves then, for a moment, the 
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awful scene of this day's memorial. Place your- 
selves in the dark and dismal garden^ which was 
visited by our beloved Lord, on the eve of his 
crucifixion. Witness him in the lowly attitude 
of devotion, pouring out his soul to his heavenly 
Father ; — praying for his Holy Spirit to sustain 
him in his hour of darkness and of conflict ; — 
interceding for his cruel murderers, and beseech- 
ing, in all the bitterness of grief, that the *' cup" 
of his affliction might '' pass from" him ; but still, 
with the most yielding submission and patient 
resignation to heaven's will, saying, *' not what I 
will, but what thou wilt." See him neglected by 
his friends and followers, and finally betrayed 
into the hands of his destroyers ; and in the 
midst of a blaspheming and exulting rabble, 
whose happiest and loudest cry was *' crucify 
him, crucify him," led to the accursed spot *' as 
a lamb to the slaughter ;" where he was so soon 
to pay the penalty of sin, " the just for the 
unjust," and to yield up his devoted life, as an 
atonement for the guilt-stained lives of a mass 
of ungrateful, rebellious people. Yes, view him 
stretched on the bloody cross ; regard his grief- 
worn countenance, his mangled form ; hear the 

groans of his departing spirit ; and then say, if 

Id 
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much has not been done to redeem your souls ; 
and whether you can, in any adequate degree, 
requite the love of Him, who endured all this 
for '' us men and for our salvation ?" No, you 
cannot in any way repay the exceeding love of 
Christ " thus dying for you f you can never 
make him any recompence, for such boundless 
mercy displayed towards you. 

But, you can show that you are grateful, by 
obeying his Gospel ; you can, in some degree, 
prove that you value so great a sacrifice, by for- 
saking those sins, which brought your Saviour 
to the cross. Hard indeed must be your hearts, 
if, after hearing this mournful recital of a Re- 
deemer's woes, you do not yield to him all the 
submission in your power; if you do not fear 
him, love him, and obey him ; and thus prove, 
by a life of holiness and virtue, that you confide 
in his strength, and rely solely and implicitly on 
his saving merits. But, alas ! what a vast pro-^ 
portion of redeemed sinners go on, as though 
they disb^ieved that Christ ever came upon 
earth, and died to procure their redemption ; or 
else, that they consider such a sacrifice as of little 
value and importance to require their obedience, 
and to call for their repentance. 
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As it was under the old law, so is it under the 
Gospel dispensation, that '^ without shedding of 
blood is no remission/* What then must be the 
fate of those, who when they *' name the name 
of Christ," do not '' depart from iniquity ;" who 
say, '' Lord, Lord, and do not the things which 
he saith T who are daily and hourly " crucifying 
him afresh," and " grieving his Holy Spirit," by 
yielding without a struggle to those temptations, 
which he has promised us strength to baffle, 
and committing again and again those iniquities 
which he came to expiate. ** He that despised 
Moses' law," says the apostle, *' died without 
mercy : of how much sorer punishment, suppose 
ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and hath counted 
the blood of the covenant wherewith he was 
sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done 
despite unto the Spirit of grace ' ?" 

Fellow Christians, and fellow sinners, I bid 
you, in the language of the same apostle, be 
"not of them who draw back unto perdition, 
but of them that believe to the saving of the 
soul ^" Lay hold, without delay, on the pro- 

^ Heb. X. 28, 29. ' Heb. x. 39. 
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raises of the GospeL live by faith on the Son 
of God* Throw yourselves at the foot of the 
cross ; and beseech a crucified^ but now exalted 
Saviour, to extend to you all its present privi- 
leges, and all its future and everlasting blessings. 
Pray, that your past sins may be blotted out ; 
that you may have grace to lead a new and 
more holy Ufe for the time to come ; relying on 
the unchangeable covenant of God, that he will 
vouchsafe to ratify a Redeemer's atonement, and 
to accept his all-sufficient merits, to your soul's 
eternal welfare. 



SERMON X. 



EASTER DAY. 



THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST A SOURCE OF 
HOPE, AS THE EARNEST OF OUR OWN RE- 
SURRECTION. 



1 Pet. i. 3. 

" Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which according to his abundant mercy, hath begotten us 
again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead.** 

We axe assembled this day,my Christian brethren, 
to commemorate the resurrection of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ from the dead. And 
there are not, I should think, of those whom I 
now address, any, who can hail this glorious an- 
niversary with other feelings than those of the 
deepest gratitude and the liveliest joy ; and who 
will not eagerly exclaim with the holy Psalmist, 
" this is the day which the Lord hath made ; we 
will rejoice and be glad in it ^'^ 

' Psalm cxviii. 24. 
L 2 
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The scene of this day's memorial is of a far 
different nature from that, which formed the 
subject of our contemplations but three short 
days ago. The mournful events of that solemn 
period are yet fresh in your memories. You 
then regarded the Saviour of mankind as the 
" man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief ;" the 
persecuted and suffering Messiah ; the wounded, 
the despised Nazarene. You saw him strug- 
gling against no common enemies, whether tem- 
poral or spiritual, from the period of his humble 
birth to the awful moment of his last agony on 
the cross. You mourned over him, as '^ the 
Lamb slain from the beginning of the world ;" — 
the willing victim of sin, — the innocent, the meri- 
torious hostage^ sacrificed to appease Jehovah's 
wrath. You beheld him, the inimitable pattern 
of disinterested love and mercy, dpng " the just 
for the unjust," to make atonement for the trans- 
gressions of a world, far gone in the lowest depths 
of guilt and wretchedness. In such a lowly and 
abject character did we contemplate God's anoint- 
ed Son, when we last met. Then, indeed, did 
our thoughts partake rather of the nature of pain, 
than of joy, at the recital of all the sad endurings 
of the blessed Jesus. But now, when we turn 
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our thoughts from dwelling on his griefs, to re- 
flections on his glorious resurrection, our sorrow 
will be changed into joy, and we shall bless " the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which, 
according to his abundant mercy, hath begotten 
us again unto a lively hope, by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead \** 

The ignominy of the cross was now fully wiped 
away. At the awful hour of the crucifixion, as 
though to mark the Divine indignation at the deed 
that had just been perpetrated by that infuriated 
rabble, which cared not to invoke the blood of 
Jesus on their own and children's heads, we read, 
that " the earth quaked and the rocks rent, and 
the grave gave up its dead.'* But when, after the 
predicted lapse of time, the incarnate Saviour was 
about to resume that life, which he had of his own 
accord laid down, and which he had declared 
that he had power aJso to take again ;-:-as if to 
shew heaven's approval of this additional act of 
mercy on the part of God, and yet more won- 
drous achievement of redeeming love; we are 
told '^ there was an earthquake," and that '^ the 
angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and 

' 1 Peter i. 3. 
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came and rolled back the stone from the door of 
the sepulchre, and sat upon it. His countenance 
was like lightning, and his raiment white as 
snow." And it was this heavenly messenger, 
who first communicated the happy tidings to 
*' the women/' who had arrived *^ early in the 
morning'' at the sepulchre, and who told them 
-the important fact, '^ he is not here, for he is 



* 1 9f 

risen \ 



It is a matter of the greatest wonder, that, al- 
though every thing conspired together to induce 
a belief that he who was bom of a woman, and 
afterwards sufiered in the same nature, was really 
the Christ, — although the various and plainly 
predicted accounts, given in the Holy Scriptures 
concerning his sufferings, his death, and rising 
again, were fulfilled in the blessed Jesus ; and 
although the miracles performed by him were 
alone sufficient to establish his divinity, and con- 
firm all that had ever been said of him :— yet, as 
they were before his death, so were the people 
after his resurrection, still *' slow to beheve all 
that the prophets had written concerning him ;" 
namely, that he was to " die for our sins, and 

^ Matt, xxviii. 
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afterwards to be raised again for our justification.'' 
When our blessed Saviour had taken upon him- 
self to drive '^ all out of the temple, who sold 
oxen, and sheep, and doves, and had overthrown 
the money changers ;" the Jews, it appears, were 
greatly offended at him, and said unto Jesus, 
*' what sign shewest thou unto us, seeing thou 
doest these things ? Jesus answered and said 
unto them. Destroy this temple," meaning the 
temple of his body, "and in three days I will 
raise it up." Here, then, was a very remarkable 
prediction, amongst many others made by Christ 
himself, of his death and resurrection ; nor could 
all the infidel attempts of man, nor all the com- 
bined efforts of mortal wisdom, counteract the 
decree of heaven, that " thus it must be." 

When the hour of crucifixion had passed, 
and every circumstance attendant on the tragic 
scene had served to prove, as " the centurion, 
and they that were with him," were brought to 
confess, that " truly this was the Son of God \" 
On the body of Jesus being committed to the 
silent tomb, " the chief priest and Pharisees 
came unto Pilate, saying. Sir, we remember this 

' Matt xxvii. 54. 
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deceiver said, while he was yet alive, after three 
days I will rise again ; command, therefore, that 
the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, 
lest his disciples come by night and steal him 
away, and say unto the people, he is risen from 
the dead K"* Wonderful infatuation ! monstrous 
infidelity ! But it was not possible that he, who 
'' spake the word and all things were made, who 
commanded and they were created ;" and who 
had power to call the dead into life ; — it was 
not possible, I say, that he should be holden of 
death. Therefore did he, in the strength of his 
own divinity, burst asunder the gates of his 
sepulchral prison-house, and rise triumphant 
from the grave, with as little difficulty as attended 
the re-animation of Lazarus, when he said, 
*' Lazarus come forth ;" thus proving to the 
world, that he was " the very Christ,** whom 
the prophets had foretold; and also making 
good his own declaration, ** Destroy this temple, 
and in three days I will raise it up/* 

There are not wanting many and strong proofs 
to establish the fact of Christ*s resurrection from 
the dead. The exact completion of prophecy 

* Matt, xxvii. 62 — 64. 
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is a satisfactory confirmation of it. Besides the 
prediction of the Psalmist, that " God would 
not leave his soul in hell, neither * suffer his 
Holy One to see corruption ^ ;" we have the 
word of many other prophets to convince us of 
the important truth. We have the prophetic 
assurance of our Lord himself, that he must 
" suflfer many things of the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised 
again the third day ^" And moreover, we have 
the testimony of those who actually saw their 
Lord alive on the earth, after he rose from the 
dead. In the Acts of the Apostles St. Peter 
is related thus to have addressed the Jews : 
" This Jesus, hath God raised up, whereof we 
are all witnesses \" St. Paul tells us, in his 
Epistle to the Corinthians, that '* he was seen of 
Cephas, then of the twelve, after that, he was 
seen of above five hundred brethren at once ; 
after that, he was seen of James, then of all the 
apostles, and last of all," says he, *• he was seen 
of me also *." 

Is there any one in this assembly, is there any 
one in the whole world, among those who pro- 

* Psalm xvi. 10. ' Matt. xvi. 21. 

' Acts ii. 32. * 1 Cor. xv. 5— 8, 
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fess the Christian religion, who can for a moment 
hesitate to receive^ as a well authenticated fact^ 
the scriptural account of the Redeemer's resur- 
rection ? They may as well deny his Advent 
altogether^ and that he died on the cross^ as to 
withhold their assent from the doctrine of his 
resurrection. Indeed, it would go to overset the 
whole scheme of redemption. It would be, to 
rob the Christian of that firm anchor^ on which 
alone he rests his hopes of future happiness. It 
would be, in short, to disbelieve the Scriptures, 
whicK are the word of God, and which, as our 
Saviour said, '* testified of him." 
^ Where, my brethren, let me ask, would have 
been the end of all his sufferings, of his agony 
and bloody sweat, of his cross and passion, of 
his precious death and burial, had not his glori- 
ous resurrection followed those other marks of 
his being the ordained Saviour of the world? 
'' If Christ had not been raised, our faith had 
been in vain ^*' What pledge or earnest should 
we have of our own resurrection from the grave, 
to which we are all so quickly hastening, had 
not the Redeemer risen ? Rather, what reason 
could we have to expect any other doom to 

* 1 Cor. XV. 17. 
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await us^ after this short life is ended^ than utter 
annihilation of being ; — everlasting confinement 
in the bowels of the earth, like the beasts that 
perish ; — the body mouldering into dust, its par- 
ticles never again to be re-united ; — the soul 
perishing, never to be re-animated ? But, praised 
be God, we have a far better expectation ; for 
" now is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the first-fruits of them that slept \" Yes, he is 
*' the resurrection and the life ; and whosoever 
liveth and believeth in him, shall never die ^*' 
Blessed assurance ! most comfortable doctrine ! 
to know that, after the toils and trials of life are 
at an end, there is salvation and eternal glory for 
us in his kingdom in heaven ! And what a great 
incitement is it to the true Christian, to '* fight 
the good fight" of faith ; to go on, " in the midst 
of a wicked and adulterous generation" boldly in 
the Christian path of duty ; to " wrestle against 
principalities and powers," and to repel every 
assault made, whether from within or without, 
on the fortress of the soul ! What an encourage- 
ment to bear up against the taunts and jeers of 
the ungodly, and of those who scoff at religion ; 

* 1 Cor. XV. 20. * John xi. 25. 
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and in the strength of the Lord to ^' go on con* 
quering and to conquer !" *' For who,*' says the 
apostle, ** shall lay any thing to the charge of 
God*s elect ? It is God that justifieth. Who is 
he that condemneth ? It is Christ that died, yea 
rather that is risen again ^.** 

Indeed, my Christian brethren, the benefits 
derived to the real believer in Jesus, in conse- 
quence of his resurrection from the dead, are 
great beyond conception. In this world of pain 
and sorrow, of trials and temptations, where 
would be our support, where our comfort, if the 
hope of our one day rising again, were taken 
away from us ? '* If in this life only we have hope 
in Christ,** says St. Paul, " we are of all men 
most miserable ^Z* It must be consoling to us to 
reflect, that " here we have no continuing city ;" 
that this is not our home, but only a place of 
temporary sojourning, previous to our entering 
that " better country," whither Christ, the Re- 
deemer, is gone before, to prepare a place for us 
in the mansions of his Father's house, which we 
shall inhabit to all eternity. 

There are few, or none of us, who are not in 

* Rom. viii. 33, 34. * 1 Cor. xv. 19. 
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their turns called to trials of some sort or ano- 
ther. How many do we see groaning under the 
heavy hand of adversity ! Some, whose days are 
embittered by the continual attacks of sickness 
and disease ; others, who are suffering from the 
stings of poverty ; while many are pining, with 
aching hearts, for the loss of friends and rela- 
tions, whom a God of wisdom and of mercy has 
been pleased to snatch from their tender embrace : 
and not a few, it may be hoped, mourning over 
their sinful condition, and grieving for the sad 
cause that brought their Saviour to the cross ! 
To all, and each, of these aflflicted children, the 
soothing language of the Gospel speaks. It bids 
them look beyond the grave for consolation. It 
tells them that '* they who sow in tears, shall 
reap in joy ^ ;" — ^that ** our light aflBiction, which 
is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory ^** We 
learn by the Gospel, that the same Saviour, who 
died for sinners, died also for God's suffering peo- 
ple ; that as he rose again to declare his power 
Qver death, he rose also to effect the perfect 

* Psalm cxxvi. 5. '2 Cor. iv. 17. 
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freedom from pain and misery of his now afflicted 
children. 

But remember, brethren, it is only to the faith- 
ful Christian, the obedient and attached disciple 
of a crucified Master, that the privileges and 
blessings, derived from his resurrection, really 
belong. The wicked, the impenitent, the worldly 
professor of the Gospel shall, it is true, quit this 
world of pain and sorrow, and rise again to ever- 
lasting life ; but his departure shall be only to 
increased sufferings ; his rising again, to ever- 
lasting perdition. It is only on consideration of 
our being '^ planted together in the likeness of 
Christ's death, that we shall be also in the like- 
ness of his resurrection ^^ How then ought the 
apprehension of what may be our state hereafter, 
'operate upon us as an inducement to perform, 
by God's assistance, the conditions of the Christ- 
ian covenant, as marked out for us in the Gospel ; 
and so to render the mighty plan of redemption 
effectual to our future and eternal happiness! 
Ought it not to be a constant source of striving, 
on our part, to have " our conversation in hea^ 

^ Rom. vi. 5» 
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ven, from whence we look for a Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned unto his glorious 
body, according to the working whereby he is 
able to subdue all things to himself ^ ?" 

Keep constantly in view, my beloved bre- 
thren, these two distinct states, to one of which 
every inhabitant of the world will rise, after the 
spirit has fled this mortal body. But the judg- 
ment is but one, — one solemn, faithful, and im- 
partial tribunal, at which the fate of millions will 
be decided, never to be reversed. Then will the 
fearful sentence go forth, which shall determine 
upon which of these states each individual of the 
vast assembled throng shall enter. Hear St. 
Matthew's description of the proceedings of that 
awfiil day : " When the Son of Man shall come 
in his glory, and all the holy angels with them, 
then shall he sit on the throne of his glory ; and 
before him shall be gathered all nations, and he 
shall separate them one from another, as a shep- 
herd divideth the sheep from the goats ; and he 
shall set the sheep on his right hand and the 
goats on his left ; then shall the King say unto 

* 

» Phil. iii. 20, 21. 
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them on his right hand^ come ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world. Then shall 
he say also unto them on the left hand, depart 
from me ye cursed into everlasting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels : and these shall go 
away into everlasting punishment, but the right- 
eous into life eternal ^" In the Revelation of 
St. John, the description of a future judgment is 
awfully grand and sublime : *' And I saw a great 
white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose 
face the earth and heavens fled away ; and 
there was found no place for them. And I saw 
the dead, small and great, stand before God: 
and the books were opened; and another book 
was opened, which is the book of life ; and the 
dead were judged out of those things which were 
written in the books, according to their works. 
And the sea gave up the dead which were in it ; 
and death and hell delivered up the dead which 
were in them ; and they were judged, every man 
according to their works. And whosoever was 
not found written in the book of life was cast 
into the lake of fire ^'* 



* Matt. XXV. » Rev. xx. 
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Thus is the scene of this tremendous day 
described in Holy Writ. And truly the assur* 
ance as to what will then happen to us, will 
direct the believing Christian to proper views, 
as to the end and object of his resurrection from 
the grave. It must give him the most impres- 
sive warning to prepare, by a life of holiness and 
obedience to his risen Saviour, for that fearful 
summons, which Christ will, at a period to us 
unknown, issue for our appearance at the bar of 
heaven, St. Paul, in his Epistle to the Thes- 
salonians, thus relates what the Spirit of God 
revealed to him respecting the Redeemer's second 
advent to judge the world. '* The Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the Archangel, and with the trump 
of God ; and the dead in Christ shall rise jEirst ; 
then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort ye one 
another with these words ^'' 

But, my brethren, the fact of our being 
*' ever with the Lord," could only apply to them 



' 1 Thess. iv. 16—18. 
M 
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who should render themselves *' meet to be 
partakers of the mheritance of the saints in 
light.** The desire expressed by the apostle» 
that we should receive comfort from the doctrine 
of the resurrection, could only have reference 
to the faithful soldiers of Christ. For to the 
negligent, the unrepentant Christian, such an 
assurance must only afford matter of pain. He, 
indeed, in one sense, will be '* ever with the 
Lord ;** but it will only be to feel his wrath, and 
to undergo the eternal infliction of his righteous 
judgment: and though he will be raised with 
the dead in Christ, yet he shall rise only to 
infamy and woe. What says our Saviour him- 
self ? ** The hour is coming in the which all that 
are in their graves shall hear the voice of the 
Son of God, and shall come forth, they that 
have done good unto the resurrection of life, and 
they that have done evil unto the resurrection of 
damnation ^" 

Christian hearers, it cannot be a matter of 
trivial moment, whether your condition, after 
this life, is to be one of happiness or of misery ; 
whether you are to rise to '' life," or to " damn- 

^ John V. 28, 29. 
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ation." So gracious is your God and Saviour, 
that he has promised you his divine assistance 
to enable you to attain unto the one, and escape 
the other. Why then is it, that your present 
conduct bespeaks such perfect unconcern, on so 
vitally important a subject ? Is it, that the visible 
objects of this lower world, its pleasures, its. 
foibles, and its gratifications, attract your atten* 
tion and rivet you to its service ? Is it that you 
love mammon more than God ? that you prefer 
** the pleasures of sin, which are but for a sea- 
son," to " the righteousness which is of faith" in 
the Son of God ? 

There is every thing, I well know, to seduce 
you fi'om the path of duty. You have from 
within, the suggestions of an evil spirit ever 
tempting you to sin ; and from without, the 
example of dangerous companions enticing you 
to " follow a multitude to do evil." But, 
then, to set against these sources of tempt- 
ation, you have the assurance of the divine 
influence to support you under every trial, to 
strengthen your faith, and to give you courage 
in your contest with the world, the flesh, and 
the devil. God's grace, believe me, is abundantly 
" sufficient," and his *' strength is made perfect 

M 2 
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in weakness:" and through that powerful aid 
you may, if you will, so *' pass through things 
temporal, as, finally, to lose not the things 
eternal." 

The time cannot be far distant to every one 
of you, who now hear me, when the spark of 
life shall be extinguished, and you shall be con- 
signed to the dark and dismal charnel-house of 
the grave. To imagine that, after we are re- 
moved from this world, and separated from all 
those connecting links which have endeared us 
to it, we are for ever to remain in a state of 
dreadful nothingness, would truly be a source 
of the deepest horror, and most gloomy reflec- 
tions. But when you are assured, that ^'this 
corruptible shall put on incorruption, — this mor- 
tal, immortality," the expectation of death must 
lose its bitterness ; and, provided you have lived 
as becometh a true servant of Christ, and as one 
who will hereafter be called on to give account 
of his stewardship, you will hail the approach of 
this solemn event with feelings of complacency, 
not unmingled with delight : and when the awful 
hour of your departure arrives, you shall be able 
to meet it with the same happy, though humble 
confidence of the apostle, exclaiming with him. 
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" O death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where 
is thy victory ? the sting of death is sin ; and 
the strength of sin is the law : but thanks be to 
God which giveth ns the victory, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ \" 

* 1 Cor. XV. 55-57. 



SERMON XL 



WHITSUNDAY. 



THE BENEFIT AND RESULT OF WALKING IN 

THE SPIRIT. 



Galatians v. 16. 

*^ This I say then, walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil 

' the lust of the flesh/' 

The miraculous descent of the Holy Ghost upon 
the apostles, at the feast of Pentecost, is the sub- 
ject of this cla3r's memorial. The account of it is 
given in the Acts of the Apostles, in the following 
words : *' And when the day of Pentecost was 
fully come, they were all with one accord in one 
place. And suddenly there came a sound from 
heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind; and it 
filled all the house where they were sitting. And 
there appeared unto them cloven tongues, like as 
fire ; and it sat upon each of them. And they 

13 
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were all filled with the Holy Ghost^ and began 
to speak with other tongues^ as the Spirit gave 
them utterance K" 

If any have ever been led for an instant to 
doubt the truth of the fiact here recorded, (and 
they may as well be sceptical concerning the 
birth of the Redeemer, his death, resurrection, 
and ascension,) the particular time and place, at 
which this miraculous event is reported by the 
inspired writer to have taken place, are sufficient 
to overthrow every doubt on the subject, that is, 
in minds unbiassed by prejudice, and open to 
conviction. It took place on one of the most 
important and public festivals of Jewish observ- 
ance; when people of *^ every nation under 
heaven" were assembled together in the city of 
Jerusalem : and had there been any thing like 
trick or illusion practised by our Lord's followers, 
some, among the vast assembled multitude would 
surely have been able to detect any attempt to im- 
pose on them, by a pretended miracle of this kind. 
It was, of course, well known by their own 
countrymen, that the apostles, on whom this 
miraculous gift of tongues thus instantaneously 

' Acts ii. 1—4. 
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descended^ were hitherto ignorant and 
men. As soon, therefore^ as they heard them 
speak in so many different languages^ they were 
astonished and ^'confounded.'' But even sup- 
posing that the natives of Judaea might be de- 
ceived^ as to whether these languages were really 
and truly such^ or whether they were made up of 
words invented for the purpose ; the foreigners, 
at least, were competent judges in tli^e matter. 
Thus were they " all amazed, and marvelled, 
saying one to another. Behold, are not all these 
which speak Galileans ? And how hear we every 
man in our own tongue, wherein we were bom ? 
Parthians and Medes, and Elamites, and dwellers 
in Mesopotamia, and in Judea and Cappadocia, 
in Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, in 
Egypt and in the parts of Lybia about Cyrene, 
and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, 
Cretes and Arabians ; we do hear them speak in 
our tongues the wonderful works of God ^" 

Other strong arguments might be adduced, in 
confirmation of the momentous fact here re- 
corded : but it would interfere with oiu: present 
purpose, to enter into a more minute disquisition 

' Acts ii. 7 — 11. 
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on the subject. Indeed^ I feel that I should be 
paying but a poor compliment to the good sense 
and religious faith of an assembly of Christian 
worshippers, such as I now address, were I to 
take up their time and attention by endeavouring 
to prove to them that, from which none but the 
wilfiiUy blind, — the mere nominal religionist, — 
would withhold their assent. 

In eveiy point of view, my Christian hearers^ 
are the remarkable events of this day's solemnity 
of the deepest importance to all those, who look 
for redemption through the blood of a Redeemer. 
Whether we contemplate them, as relating to the 
first preaching and propagation of the Gospel by 
the holy apostles ; or whether we regard them 
as more immediately connected with believers in 
these days, who look for the divine assistance in 
the great work of their salvation ; — we have just 
cause to extol the wisdom and goodness of the 
Almighty for such a wondrous manifestation of 
his power, and for exhibiting such an unspeak- 
ably great concern for the happiness of his crea- 
tures. 

Much, indeed, had been already done for the 
redemption of mankind. The only-begotten Son 
of God had been *' delivered for our offences, and 
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raised again for our justification/' But he^ who 
is infinite in wisdom as well as mercy, knew that^ 
if mankind were left to their own unaided efforts^ 
in *' running the race that was set before them^" 
they would ultimately fall short of that goal, 
which was to tenninate their earthly career, and 
at which they were to reap the splendid rewards 
of faith and obedience. He knew, that the reli- 
gion of a crucified Redeemer would never fix 
itself in the hearts and affections of a wicked and 
perverse generation : he knew, too, that if men 
did embrace it, they would never have strength 
to act up to its precepts, and to obey its holy in- 
junctions. 

Hence it was that, before the incarnate Sa- 
viour quitted his earthly abode, he made the 
promise to his disciples, that he would not 
'* leave them comfortless ^ :" — that he told them, 
he would '* pray to the Father, that he should 
give them another Comforter that he might abide 
with them for iever * :" — that this " Comforter** 
was the Holy Ghost, whom the Father would send 
in his name ; and that '' he should teach them all 
things, and bring all things to their remembrance, 

* John xiv. 18. » Ibid. xiv. 16. 
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whatsoever he said unto them^'" The things 
which happened on the day of Pentecost were 
in every respect confirmatory of our Saviour^s 
promise. 

What reason have we to suppose^ my bre- 
thren^ that^ unless the Holy Ghost had descended 
on these few and humble individuals^ who were 
divinely commissioned to preach the Gospel^ they 
would have been able to make any progress at 
all in the arduous task assigned to them ; — that 
they would have been able to persuade men^ that 
He, who had so recently been " taken and put to 
death by wicked hands/' was " both Lord and 
Christ ;" and that it was only through faith in a 
meek and lowly Saviour that heaven was to be 
gained ? what reason, I say, have we to imagine 
that, but for their having received fi*om above the 
unction of Jehovah's Spirit into their souls, and 
the gift of all those endowments, which are said 
to have been showered down upon them at the 
feast of Pentecost, — the proclaimers of such a 
faith as this, so inconsistent with the proud no- 
tions of the Heathen philosopher, so contrary to 
the expectations of the Jewish scribe, — should 

* John xiv. 26, 
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have succeeded in spreading far and wide^ and 
finaUy >settling on a sure foundation, that blessed 
religion^ against which it was declared by Christ 
himself '' the gates of hell should not prevail \'* 
Every thing which the malice and cunning of 
man could devise, conspired against them to arrest 
the progress of their labours : they were perse- 
cuted, imprisoned, tortured, put to death ; and, 
doubtless, had they been left unaided in the 
mighty work they were engaged in, infidelity 
would have prevailed over truth, ungodliness 
over holiness, and at this very moment we should 
all be walking in darkness instead of light, and, 
*' in this life only having hope, we should be of 
all men most miserable ^" 

To the miraculous operations, then, of the 
Holy Spirit we are bound, with all gratitude and 
adoration, to attribute the firm establishment of 
the Christian religion ; the triumph of a pure and 
holy worship over the vile pollutions of idolatrous 
prostrations ; and that glorious liberty, which 
we now enjoy, as " children of God, and joint 
heirs with Christ" of a blissful immortality. 

The grand and merciful object of the Almighty, 

' Matt xvi. 18. M Cor. xv. 19. 



WALKING IN THE SPIRIT. 173 

in sending from on high the miraculous power 
of the Holy Ghost on those whom he had called 
to make known his will to man, and to proclaim 
the way of salvation to the ends of the earth, 
being now fully accomplished in the establish- 
ment of the standard of his Gospel on his holy 
hill of Sion, and in laying the foundation of 
future happiness and glory to all believers in the 
name of his Son Jesus Christ ; — no longer did it 
seem necessary in the secret councils of heaven, 
that those, who should follow in the ministry of 
religion, and who should be appointed by the 
Holy Ghost " overseers'* of the Church of 
Christ ; or those who were invited to listen to 
their doctrine, should be endued with the extra- 
ordinary assistance of the third person in the 
ever-blessed Trinity. 

But, my brethren, although the sacred effu- 
sions of the Spirit are no longer shed, in a 
miraculous manner, upon God's people ; although 
we are not now favoured with any visible mani- 
festations of the divine will and power, as affects 
us in the work of salvation : still are we not left 
alone in the contest ; we are not left to our own 
unassisted efforts in advancing our soul's eternal 
interests. The silent and invisible operations of 
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the Spirit are still at work in the hearts of the 
faithful, and they will ever be powerfully and 
abundantly felt by those, who seek this heavenly 
aid by earnest prayer and supplication at the 
throne of grace. 

We have every reason to believe from Scrip- 
ture, (and who is there amongst us, who cannot, 
by his own experience, attest the same truth ?) 
that the sanctifjring aid of the Holy Spirit will 
not be denied to the confiding servant of a cru- 
cified Lord. To prove, indeed, that the Divine 
influence is essentially and necessarily attached 
to the personal endeavours of the faithful Christ- 
ian in the work of his salvation, is plain from 
the injunction given by the apostle Paul in the 
text : " this I say then, walk in the Spirit, and 
ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh." 

These words were addressed to the Galatians, 
who had been converted to Christianity by the 
preaching of St. Paul : but very shortly after he 
had left them, some Judaizing Christians crept in 
among them ; and, endeavouring to seduce them 
from the true faith, taught them to depend on cere- 
monial observances, and thereby to establish their 
own righteousness. The apostle, in this Epistle, 
boldly reproves the Galatians for being " again 
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entangled in the yoke of bondage ;" and in the 
former part of the chapter, from whence my text 
is taken, declares that *' we, through the Spirit, 
wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. For 
in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any 
thing, nor uncircumcision ; but faith, which 
worketh by love." The faith, which the apostle 
here alludes to, is not a dead and inactive prin* 
ciple ; but a lively and operating motive, evincing 
itself by love to God and mankind, and sanctified 
through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

Inhis Epistle to the Romans, the apostle declares 
plainly, " there is now no condemnation to them 
that are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit \" These, and many 
other similar texts of Scripture, go to prove, that 
if we would live a life of holiness and virtue, " as 
becometh the Gospel of Christ," — such a life as 
is pleasing and acceptable to God, and will alone 
fit us for heaven, through the Redeemer's merits, 
— we must have the co-operating assistance of 
the Holy Ghost ; believing that " no man can 
say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy 

* Rom. viii. 1. 
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Ghost * ;" and that *' they that are in the flesh 
cannot please God *." 

But^ let no one be so presumptuous as to sup- 
pose, that the gifts and graces of the Spirit will 
be imparted to him, unless he earnestly seek 
them by prayer and supplication at the throne 
of grace ; nor that, when by this blessed means, 
he feels conscious of their soothing influence 
upon his soul, they will be continued to him, 
unless he exert his own feeble, but earnest, 
strength to " live after the Spirit ;•* to " mortify 
the deeds of the body ;" and thus to prove that, 
like Mary, he has " chosen that good part which 
shall not be taken away from him.** For believe 
me, brethren, the powerful and vivifying ener- 
gies of the Spirit, to which we are directed to 
look, and on which we are to rely, as the 
mariner on his compass, in our voyage through 
the dangerous sea of life, by no means supersede 
the necessity of our own personal endeavours to 
'* work out our salvation.*' 

Of ourselves, indeed, we can do nothing : but 
as rational and accountable beings ; as free agents 

* 1 Cor. xii. 3. * Rom. viii. 8, 
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ill the great business of salvation, it would not 
be consistent with the mighty plan of redemption, 
that we should be impelled, as it were, though 
listless and inactive ourselves, to obedience and 
to happiness. We are, it is true, drawn and 
attracted by the grace of God : overtures are 
made to us, again and again, by the Redeemer's 
Spirit : we are incited by the most winning invi- 
tations, to '^ work the work of him that sent** us. 
No opportunity, we may suppose, is passed by, 
no opening overlooked by the Almighty, where 
any chance offers itself of our being brought 
nearer to himself: and if, because we prefer 
" darkness rather than light," we are so foolish 
as to turn a deaf ear to the suggestions of his 
Spirit, and are heedless of the " still small voice" 
which whispers to us, turn from your evil ways ; 
*' this is the way, walk ye in it ',*' — these are the 
wholesome '* waters of life/* " wash in them and 
be clean ;*' — we have every reason to expect that 
the animating and encouraging advances, on the 
part of heaven, will no longer be made ; but that 
they will be altogether withdrawn from us, and 
we shall be left, exposed to the renewed attacks 



^ Isaiah XXX. 21, 

N 
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of the tempter, and left to wend onr wretched 
way — ^not to the gates of heaven — but to that 
dismal gulf, '* where their worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched." 

How often, alas I and in how many different 
ways, do men *' resist" and " quench" the Holy 
Spirit! When we are visited with some awful 
dispensation of Providence : whether it be, that 
" the chastening hand of the Lord" is upon us, 
and that pain and sickness, the heralds of divine 
love, be sent to rouse us from our fatal security ; 
or whether it be, that the sudden death of some 
bosom ftiend, perhaps some near relation, warns 
us that *' this is not our home/* that like him 
who is now summoned to the bar of Christ, we 
too, before another revolution of the sun's orbit, 
may be numbered with the dead ; we are too apt 
to slight the warning; and though our hearts 
may burst with grief, yet it is not that kind of 
sorrow which " worketh repentance ;* and we 
are as far from salvation as we were before. 
Then it is, my beloved, that we '^ grieve" and 
'' resist'' the Holy Spirit 

When again, we are admonished, by the con* 
viction of our own bosom, by that secret monitor 
which will at seasons rise up and force its way on 
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our unwilling notice, of the danger we are ex- 
posed to by living in the habit of any known sin, 
or in the careless and constant neglect of some 
highly important Christian duty ; — if, instead of 
immediately turning to God in earnest prayer, 
beseeching him to '' renew a right spirit within 
us," and to give us strength to lead a new, a more 
holy hfe for the future, we still persist in our evil 
course ; we then indeed " quench'* the Holy Spi- 
rit ; we force him^ as it were, from us, and 3deld 
ourselves up an easy victim to the treacherous 
allurements of the great enemy of our salvation. 
In short, wherever there is habitual and, 
apparently, determined opposition to the will 
of heaven ; — where, for instance, God^s sacred 
day is repeatedly profaned, his sacraments 
despised, and his holy name blasphemed, his 
revelation scoffed at; where an over-anxiety 
is paid to this world, and " the cares and 
deceitfulness of riches'* are suffered so to pre- 
engage the time and thoughts, that religion is 
put aside — Christ the Redeemer made an exile 
from the heart ; and those means, by which alone 
he is to be found> never resorted to, — wherever 
this is found to be the case with any unhappy 
child of Adam,— we may feel assured that fearfiil 

n2 
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despite is done to the Holy Spirit of God ; and 
that^ unless some great change be effected in the 
sinner's hearty his '* portion will be with the un- 
believers.'* 

It will be no difficult matter always to ascer- 
tain, whether we are attending to St. Paul's 
injunction, " and are walking in the Spirit," or 
whether we are " fulfilling the lust of the flesh." 
So diametrically opposed, and so perfectly dis- 
tinct is the one conduct firom the other, that we 
never can plead ignorance, though we fail of 
obeying the apostle's mandate. In the verse 
following the text, he plainly declares that ^^ the 
flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh : and these are contrary the one 
to the other." He then proceeds to give an 
awful catalogue of crimes and vices, which are 
wont to be the result of our following the 
dictates of the flesh, and which he declares will 
shut out all those who commit them, from " the 
kingdom of heaven." 

Can any of the vices here enumerated, such as 
"adultery, fornication, hatred, variance, wrath, 
strife, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, 
and the like," claim a place in the hearts and 
lives of any of you, my beloved ? If so, be 
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assured^ you are not " walking in the Spirit," but 
are fulfilling with awful exactness, '^ the lust of 
the flesh." May we not hope, rather, that those 
Christian graces and virtues, which the apostle 
afterwards mentions as being the characteristic 
*' fruits of the Spirit ;" such as '^ love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness, temperance," may have shone conspicuously 
in your conduct here, as I trust, they will stand 
in yoiu: stead (wholly inefficacious though they 
be in themselves) through the Redeemer's merits 
and intercession hereafter, when ^' the judgment 
shall be set, and the books opened V' and we 
shall be '^ judged out of those things which are 
written in the books according to our works *," 
whether they be good or bad. 

I beseech you, brethren, not to render vain, as 
far as regards your own souls, or, indeed, the 
souls of any of your fellow-creatures, over whom 
you may possess an influence, by your obstinacy 
or unbelief, the merciful purpose of the Almighty 
in sending his Holy Spirit upon those, who first 
published the glad-tiding of salvation to a be- 
nighted world ; and in being pleased to extend 

* Dan. vii. 10.] = Rev. xx. 12. 
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his sacred operations, though not in the same 
visible manner, to us, who are invited to reap the 
inexpressible benefits of their labours, and their 
martyrdom. 

There is no one, however mean and obscure 
his condition, however inconsiderable his talents, 
nay, however sinful his past life, to whom the 
powerful aid of the Holy Spirit will be denied, if 
he pray for it as he ought. '' If any man lack 
wisdom," says St James, *' let him ask of God, 
who giveth to all men liberally * :" and our blessed 
Lord has assured us, that *' every one that asketh 
receiveth, and he that seeketh findeth, and to 
him that knocketh it shall be opened '." 

Without the love of God being '' shed abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost;" without his 
invigorating and sustaining influence, we' can do 
nothing : fqr '* it is God that worketh in us both 
to will and to do of his good pleasure ' :" We shall 
be wholly incapable of making any progress in 
religious attainments ; the evil propensities of our 
nature will, on the contrary, gain a complete 
ascendancy over our souls ; our best feelings, our 
best exertions, will go for nothing, but will eva- 

' James i. 5. ' Matt. vii. 8. * Phil. ii. 13. 
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porate before long, if not into vicious thoughts, 
and unholy actions, yet certainly into indifference 
and distaste for spiritual things ; and we shall 
eventually lose all claim upon* a Saviour's merits 
for redemption and for happiness. 

Apply yourselves, then, in earnest, I beseech 
you, for the preventing and co-operating assist- 
ance of your Saviour's Spirit. Draw near to him, 
who has *' promised to give his Holy Spirit to 
them that ask it." But be careful that ye 
^' receive not the grace of God in vain." Above 
all, never delude yourselves with the vain, and 
unscriptural notion that, because you feel that 
God will not be unmindful of his promise, you 
are not on that account required to exercise your 
most zealous and uncompromising endeavours 
towards rendering yourselves '' worthy of the 
vocation wherewith you are called." Do not thus 
quench the sacred flame, that is kindled within 
your breast ; but pray rather that ^' He, which 
hath begun a good work in you, will perform it 
until the day of Jesus Christ K" 

' Philip, i. 6. 



SERMON XII. 



ON THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER, 



Matthew xxvi. 26 — 28. 

'' And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, 
and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, 
eat ; this is my body. And he took the cup, and gave 
thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it ; for 
this is my blood of the New Testament, which is shed for 
many for the remission of sins," 

In these words we have a plain and direct 
account of the institution of the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper. St. Mark and St. Luke also 
give a description of it in their Gospels; the 
former in language nearly similar to that of the 
text. St. John is silent on the subject ; probably 
because^ having seen the other three Gospels 
previous to his writing his, and it being his inten- 
tion for the most part to describe only such cir- 
cumstances, and events in our Saviour's life, as 
were omitted by the other sacred historians, he 
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might, not for that reason, think it essential to 
allude to it. 

It was during the celebration of the Passover, 
at which our Divine Lord condescended to be 
present with his disciples, the night before his 
crucifixion, and which therefore has been desig- 
nated the last supper, that the important event, 
we are now considering, took place. Now that 
he was on the eve of consummating all that he 
had so lovingly and marvellously begun for the 
salvation of mankind, by yielding himself up to a 
cruel and ignominious death ; as a further token 
of his deep regard for the everlasting welfare of 
those, for whom he was about to suffer, '^ he 
instituted, and ordained holy mysteries as pledges 
of his love, and for a continual remembrance of 
his death, to our great and endless comfort." 

The mighty Redeemer of the world would leave 
nothing undone, by which his ransomed people 
might obtain the full benefit of his cross and 
passion. Well knowing, therefore, how apt we 
all are to allow the impression of any benefit, that 
we may have received from a fellow-creature, 
either in part to lose its force, or altogether to 
pass away from our recollection, — in the fulness 
of his mercy he devised this gracious method. 
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by which we might ever keep in mind all that he 
did and suffered '' for us men, and for our salva- 
tion f and thus, in ^^pointing the observance of 
this holy festival, he added this solemn injunc- 
tion : '* this do in remembrance of me *.** 

And what, I would ask, could be more appro- 
priate for the institution of this memorial, than 
the time of the celebration of the Passover ? 
At this feast the Jews were wont to commemo- 
rate their deliverance from Egyptian bondage; 
when the angel of the Lord, who was commis*- 
sionedto smite all the first- bom of the Egyptians, 
passed over the children of Israel. By the blood 
of '' a lamb without blemish," sprinkled on the 
door-posts of the houses, were the Israelites to 
be saved. It was to be to them " a token where 
they were," in order that the Lord might not 
destroy them, when he should smite the land of 
Egypt. The blood of Jesus Christ, sprinkled on 
the heart, was to be the token, and the cause, of 
salvation to all mankind. By it were they to be 
delivered, not from the bondage of a temporal 
prince, but from the far more grievous tyranny 
of a spiritual oppressor ; — not from present cala- 

* Luke xxii. 19. 
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mity, but from an eternal weight of misery. 
Thus Jesus Christ, the " Lamb without spot or 
blemish,'' that was about to be offered up on the 
cross for the sins of the whole world, was clearly 
typified and prefigured by the Jewish Paschal 
Lamb. 

Well then did the Saviour direct his disciples 
to extend the object of their ancient festival, to 
yet higher and more noble views, — even to a 
perpetual memorial of their deliverance firom sin, 
and death, by the sacrifice of Christ their Pass- 
over, slain from the foundation of the world ; 
whose blood will never cease to flow in the hearts 
of all true believers, but will retain its saving 
efficacy, till that momentous period shall arrive, 
when the immolated victim of man's transgression 
shall be converted into his judge ; and when the 
fipal destination of the myriads, for whom he 
died, shall be determined according as they shall 
have sought an interest in, or rejected, the 
mighty atonement of his cross. 

Such, my Christian hearers, is the foundation, 
^nd the design of this holy ordinance, which, 
together with Baptism, is received by our Church; 
and, by reason of its sacred origin, entitled a 
3acrament ; and therefore binding on, and neces- 

13 
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sary to^ the salvation of all those who '' name the 
name of Christ." 

We learn, from the Acts of the Apostles, that 
it was their custom, as well as that of other pious 
Christians, punctually to observe their Lord's 
injunction on this head. The disciples, we read, 
''continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine 
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers \** The celebration of the Eucharist 
appears to have usually taken place on the Lord's 
day. Thus in Acts xx. 7, it is written, " and 
upon ihe first day of the week, when the disciples 
came together to break bread f and that such 
was their practice, we have also the testimony of 
the ancient Fathers. In St. Paul's first Epistle 
to the Corinthians, direct allusion is made to this 
holy festival. Indeed, the apostle is as exact, in 
describing the manner in which it was ordained, 
as the evangelists ; adding, moreover, some 
words of admonition to those who should partake 
of it*. 

It is this sacred festival, my fellow Christians, 
that we are summoned shortly to attend. And 
again, do I feel it my duty, as the guardian of 

* Acts ii. 42. » 1 Cor. x. and xi. 
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your immortal interests, to press upon you the 
solemn obligation you are under of obeying your 
Saviour's invitation. Yes, — as long as there 
continues to exist such a vast and fearful propor- 
tion of professors of the Gospel, who, from time 
to time, are content to turn their backs upon the 
altar of their Saviour ; framing various and frivo- 
lous excuses, and saying, " I cannot come ;" — 
so long must Icontinue to bid them, in a Saviour's 
name, to the heavenly banquet; and so long 
must I warn them of the fatal consequences of 
refusing to obey a summons, which is at once so 
condescending in its nature ; and so pregnant 
with the richest and most exalted blessings that 
can possibly accrue to mortal man. 

One might suppose, that there would be little 
difficulty in persuading men to the performance 
of a duty, to which are annexed such unspeak- 
able benefits, and which is so positively com- 
manded by him, who is the sole " author and 
finisher of their faith ;" and through whose media- 
tion alone they can hope to receive pardon for 
that guilt, with which their nature is polluted, 
and which caused the Redeemer's cross to be 
raised. It might reasonably be imagined, that, 
feeling and knowing how dependent we all are, 
and ever must be, on the mercy of God for every 
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blessings both temporal and spiritual, we should 
eagerly embrace each opportunity of complying 
with so reasonable, so gracious, so practicable 
an injunction. 

But experience, alas! proves it to be other- 
wise : for, in spite of every warning from within 

and without; — in spite of the remonstrances 
of conscience, and the exhortations of God's 

appointed ministers ; — in spite of the per- 
petual havoc that death is making around us, 
and the forcible notices it gives us, not only of 
the certainty of our own dissolution in the course 
of nature^ but also of our liability to be cut off at 
a moment's notice; — in the face of all these 
speaking admonitions, each returning season for 
the celebration of the holy communion finds too 
many amongst us still unconvinced, and un- 
moved ; and so much wrapped up in the cares 
and concerns of the world, so completely fasci- 
nated by its pleasures, and engrossed by its occu- 
pations, — ^that they feel little inclination to per- 
form a service, which is to impose on them so 
much irksome restraint ; and which would com- 
pel them, for a time at least, to think more 
seriously of their condition, and to abandon their 
secular engagements, both of mind and body, for 
what they would consider melancholy reflections 
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on their sins and infinnities, and gloomy forebod- 
ings of that future state^ which they know they 
must one day enter upon. 

Thus it is, that men are wont to pay such 
little regard to a Saviour's voice, and to hold in 
utter contempt the most solemn command that 
ever proceeded from the divine lips. Thus it is, 
that hke the thoughtless individuals spoken of in 
the parable, they invent the vainest, and most 
frivolous pleas for their disobedience ; and, with 
a kind of stupid obstinacy and blind contempt of 
the *' outer darkness, and weeping and wailing 
and gnashing of teeth" that awaits them — stay 
away from *' the great supper," prepared for 
them at such precious cost, and with such un- 
speakable, such disinterested affection, by their 
Lord and Master, their Saviour and Redeemer. 

There is a very erroneous, and a very un- 
worthy notion entertained by many, that if they 
receive the sacrament when visited by sickness, 
or even when they are about to leave the world, — 
however they may have neglected it before, — 
it will be the means of propitiating the favour of 
the Almighty, and of making up for all their sins 
committed against him, and of securing a place 
on his right hand at the day of judgment. 
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It is most true that the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, as well as of Baptism, is, as our Church 
catechism asserts, ^' generally necessary to salva^ 
tion/* And though I am compelled to declare 
that, where it is neglected, either partially or 
entirely — ^the chances of salvation are fearfully 
diminished ; yet, deceive not yourselves by sup- 
posing, that by it alone the sinner shall be saved. 
Even, where an individual is in the constant 
practice of receiving it, we can have no grounds 
for an assurance so preposterous ; so opposed to 
reason ; so at variance with Scripture. Much 
less can we have any pretension for making the 
assertion in the case of him, who only partakes 
of it, when either the pains of disease, or the fear 
of death, force it, as it were, upon him. 

Believe me, brethren, the abstract performance 
of this sacred duty will fall far short of those happy 
effects, by which it is designed to be followed. It 
must be accompanied by a life of holiness and 
virtue, of faith and repentance. Without this, 
a curse, instead of a blessing, may be expected to 
fall on the head of the communicant ; for although 
'^ the benefit is great, if with a true and lively 
faith we receive that holy sacrament, yet is the 
danger great, if we receive the same unworthily." 
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It is> however, but fair to suppose, that gene- 
rally speaking, the constant attendance at the 
Lord's Table bespeaks the regular and faithful 
.performance of other religious duties; as also 
the absence of a sinfiil, and impenitent life ; and 
that such persons are worthy communicants, and 
will receive the greatest spiritual comfort and ad- 
vantage. But we cannot, surely, have equal 
reason to conclude, that where the sacrament is 
administered only once or twice in a person's life, 
the act is as pleasing in the sight of heaven, or 
that it will be productive of the same happy re- 
sults> as if it had been frequently performed. 

God forbid that I should presume to set bounds 
to the divine mercy, and to say that even " at 
the eleventh hour," the Almighty may not be 
pleased to view with a favourable eye the per- 
formance of this service. He who alone knows 
the secrets of the heart, can easily tell its motives 
and its hearings^ and can discriminate between 
the really penitent and faithful — and the formal 
and hypocritical communicant. Yet, were we to 
rest contented with the assurance, that, the sin- 
gle, or very rare observance of this sacred rite, is 
held in equal estimation by the Almighty, and 
capable of the same privileges, and blessings, as 

o 
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the constant and regular participation of it ; our 
blessed Saviour^s words, in which he said that 
*' as often as we partook of his body and blood, 
we should shew forth his death till he come" to 
judge the world, would be at once rendered vain 
and nugatory; and the constant remembrance^ 
which he exhorted his disciples to have of him, 
would be totally needless. 

Thus, then, it is, that we admonish our hearers 
constantly to receive the holy communion of the 
body and blood of Christ our Saviour. But at 
the same time we would have them remember, 
that unless their hearts be duly affected by the 
solemn importance of the ceremony, and their 
lives fashioned according to the precepts of 
Christ's gospel, they will be only mocking that 
Saviour, whom they profess to honour : and in 
partaking of the sacred elements^ which are the 
appointed emblems of his body and his blood, 
they will *' eat and drink their own damnation." 

Let me, then, while I urge upon you the 
immense necessity of frequently communicating, 
caution you at the same time, against presuming 
to approach the sacred table without fit prepara- 
tion* I do not mean that a stated season, set 
apart for this purpose, is all that is required, how- 
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ever such an exercise may be beneficial ; but the 
preparation that is above all others essential^ and 
which will recommend us most to the favour of 
the Almighty is, as I have already observed^ a 
life of holiness and virtue, — of repentance and 
faith, — of charity and humility. If it be our con- 
stant aim to model our lives after the holy ex-* 
ample, which the Saviour himself condescended 
to set us; we need be under no great appre^ 
hension of incurring the solemn charge of eating 
and drinking " unworthily ;" nor of being visited 
with the tremendous penalty which St. Paul 
denounced against the profligate and abandoned 
Corinthians ^ But we may come to the holy 
banquet with the fall, though humble, assurance^ 
that we are about to perform a service, pleasing 
in the sight of God, and calculated to promote 
our everlasting interests^ 

It is indeed most desirable, that this solemn 
ordinance be considered in the light of a means 
of grace, as well as an outward sign of our pro- 
fession of the religion of Christ. Were we merely 
to bring our Saviour to remembrance by this ex- 
ternal form, and, with the completion of the 



* 1 Cor. xi. 29. 
O 2 
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service, at once to banish him from our minds, 
losing sight of his cross, and the redemption he 
so dearly purchased for us ; truly, the benefit to 
our souls would be but of small account, and the 
merciful design of our beloved Lord in instituting 
and ordaining these holy mysteries would be 
completely thwarted. 

But when we attach to the external rite, bless- 
ings and advantages of a purely spiritual nature ; 
when, to the bare remembrance of the Redeemer's 
name, are added the most exalted considerations 
that can engage the heart of man; the most 
vivifying effects will accrue to us;— our souls 
will be strengthened and refreshed by the hea- 
venly dews of the Holy Spirit ; — our faith will be 
increased ; — our hope of salvation, through Christy 
rendered more and more fixed and confirmed. 
If we really remember Christ, as the Lamb offered 
up to atone for our transgressions and to rescue 
us from eternal perdition, we must be indeed af- 
fected with the most awful and sublime ideas, and 
be impressed with the profoundest gratitude. Our 
strongest impulse will be to throw ourselves at 
the foot of the cross, to repent deeply of our past 
sins, to seek for grace to enable us at once 
to renounce them, and to bring our souls and 
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bodies altogether into captivity to the law of 
Christ. 

Inspired with such sentiments, and filled with 
such resolutions, we may rely on the powerful 
Spirit of the Redeemer to sanctify our faithful 
endeavours after holiness, and to give effect to 
the devout aspirations of our hearts ; and we 
shall be enabled to advance progressively and 
steadily in the great business of salvation, till we 
arrive at the " fulness of the measure of the sta- 
ture of Christ." 

There are those^ I am well aware, who shrink 
from the observance of the sacred duty we are 
now contemplating, from the idea that they are 
too wicked, and therefore unworthy to commu- 
nicate. Far be it from me to advise them to add 
to the amount of guilt, already contracted, by 
rushing unadvisedly and heedlessly to the holy 
festival. But I would ask such self-deluding 
reasoners, if they are unfit to partake of the com- 
munion of Christ on earth, — how will they be fit 
to attend the marriage-feast of the Lamb in 
God's kingdom ? If they are unprepared to meet 
their Saviour in that sacred ordinance, which he 
has so graciously appointed for their eternal 
good, — ^how will they be able to stand before 
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him in the day of judgment ? Can they reason- 
ably expect, if they obstinately refuse to confess 
him before men on earth, that he will acknow- 
ledge them in his Father's kingdom ? Can they 
entertain a ray of hope, that, if they decline com- 
memorating their Saviour's death and sufferings, 
his merits and mediation will be made available 
to them, when they appear before him at the 
last great day of reckoning ? 

Believe it not, my beloved. Our Lord himself 
has vouchsafed to make known to us this fearful 
truth : ^ whosoever shall deny me before men> 
him will I also deny before my Father which is 
in heaven ^'' And what is it to turn our backs 
on the blessed sacrament but to *^ deny the Lord 
that bought us ?" What does such wilful con^ 
duct imply, but a determined rejection of the 
most efficacious means of grace that can be 
granted to sinful man ? How is it possible, that 
such bold despisers of the laws of God, such 
alarming opponents of his sacred Spirit, can reap 
the precious fruits of that labour of love, which 
was wrought on the cross for sinners ? Shall we 
not rather tremble to think, how by these men 



' Matt, X. .S3. 
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" the blood of the covenant is counted an unholy 
thing ;" and that^ although the mighty hand of 
the Lord has been stretched out for their deliver- 
ance^ '' the last state with them shall be worse 
than the first ;" and that in those sins, which a 
Saviour's blood could alone wash away, and on 
account of which, it has been so unsparingly 
poured forth, they will even yet die, and perish 
everlastingly ? 

My fellow Christians, suffer not, I beseech 
you, the repeated calls which are made to you 
by your Bible, your minister, and your con- 
science, any longer to be disregarded. Reflect 
for a moment on the extreme hazard you are 
running, by thus persisting in disobedience to 
your Saviour's last and dying request. Had not 
our gracious Lord deemed it essential for the 
furtherance of the everlasting interests of his 
people, he would never have appointed this holy 
ordinance for our constant observance. He did 
it, because he felt that we stood in need of some 
awakening and lasting memento of that mighty 
sacrifice, which he had made to appease the just 
indignation of his insulted Father against a guilty 
and rebellious world. His willing submission to 
a painful death was far more than we could pos* 
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sibly have deserved. The appointment^ then^ of 
this solemn festival was surely an additional act 
of mercy, which no tongue can express, nor heart 
conceive. 

Can you, then, any longer remain insensible 
to such inconceivably tender expressions of 
divine love for your once perishing souls ? An 
opportunity will soon again be presented for 
proving your grateful sense of the goodness of 
God in appointing this blessed sacrament. I 
therefore exhort you all, young and old, rich 
and poor, to hasten to the heavenly banquet. 
Let none of you plead business, nor pleasure, nor 
want of preparation, as an excuse for absenting 
himself from it. Let none be so bold as to say, 
•' I cannot come." Let none say, either to his 
conscience or to his God, " I pray thee have me 
excused."" 

More particularly would I admonish those 
amongst you, who are but now arrived at a fit 
and proper age to partake of these holy mys* 
teries, and who have recently been confirmed * 
in the promises and vows which were made for 
(hem at their baptism, to shew the sincerity of 

^ Preached the Sunday after a Confirmation. 
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their faith in Christ, by commemorating in his own 
appointed way his bitter death and passion. 

One and all, draw near in full assurance of 
faith, and take this holy sacrament to your com- 
fort. " Repent truly of your former sins, stedfastly 
purpose to lead a new and a better life ; have a 
lively faith in God's mercy through Christ, with 
a thankful remembrance of his death, and be in 
charity with all men." And then we may hum- 
bly hope, that this and every succeeding demon- 
stration of your faith and obedience, may tend to 
the present consolation and edification of your 
souls, and finally, through Christ's merits and 
intercession, may be the means of securing to 
you the possession of those inestimable blessings, 
such as " eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nei- 
ther have entered into the heart of man ^" to 
conceive, 

» 1 Cor. ii. 9. 



SERMON XIII. 



THE CHASTENING OF THE LORD AN EVIDENCE 

OF HIS LOVE. 



Hebrews xii. 6. 

'* Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every 

son whom he receiveth." 

We learn from Revelation^ as well as from the 
deductions of reason^ that this life is a state of 
trial and probation ; that it is merely a place 
of temporary sojourning, an avenue of finite ex- 
tension, leading to another world, as bound- 
less as the perfections of him, who is alike the 
author of " things visible and invisible." We 
are taught, that all that can possibly conduce to 
happiness, may in that world be found ; that 
things are there prepared, such as '' eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered 
into the heart of man" to conceive : while, at the 
same time, is made known to us the awful fact, 
that there too are centered woes of the most dis- 
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mal nature ; such as we can form no other con- 
ception of, than what we gather from the book of 
life ; which tells us they are of endless duration, — 
that " their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched ^" 

To one of these two distinct states, we are all 
quickly, though in some measure, imperceptibly, 
advancing. And the grand object of our earthly 
pilgrimage, therefore, is, that we may eventually 
attain unto the former, and thus escape the 
latter, which otherwise must be our portion. 

But it^ has seemed fit to the Almighty, in his 
wisdom and mercy, to ordain that, before this de- 
sirable and only really important object can be ac- 
complished, every degenerate child of a once pure, 
but afterwards guilt-stained, progenitor, should 
undergo a peculiar and appropriate discipline ; 
be schooled by lessons, — not such as might seem 
consistent with worldly wisdom to adopt, — but 
which an all-wise and heavenly Master has ap- 
pointed ; and which too, if learned with the 
teachableness of the " little children" of a meek 
and lowly Saviour, will be sure to perfect us in 
the knowledge of salvation, and render us " meet 

^ Mark ix. 44. 
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for the inheritance of the saints in light." Thus 
then it is, that we find ourselves placed in this 
lower world, and exposed to many and severe 
trials in oUr journey through it, and to which 
nothing, but a firm belief m the revealed will of 
God, could at all reconcile us. 

It does not require very acute observation, nor 
is it necessary that we should have arrived at 
any lengthened period of existence, in order to 
perceive that we are all alike subject to the 
changes and chances of this mortal life ; that no 
accomplishments, whether of mind or body, can 
serve as an exemption from them ; and that the 
most highly favoured and exalted among men 
are no less liable to their eflfects, than the worst 
and most abandoned of God's creatures. 

That prosperity and adversity should indis- 
criminately fall to the lot of the virtuous and the 
wicked, the repentant Christian and the hardened 
transgressor, is a matter, which has led many into 
error ; which has either caused them altogether 
to disbelieve the Scriptures, or else to presume to 
arraign the justice of Divine Providence. Even 
holy David, we read, was for a moment induced, 
in the weakness of his natural heart, to wonder 
that such should be the dispensation of heaven ; 
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nor was he brought to a right notion on the sub- 
ject, until his dark and foolish mind was enlight- 
ened by the rays of heaven's all-suf&cient grace, 
and the word of truth had convinced him of his 
error, and that " the ways of God are past finding 
out." He " was grieved at the wicked," and to 
•' see the ungodly in such prosperity." He was 
puzzled to think, that they should " prosper in 
the world, and have riches in possession." " To 
understand this, was too hard for him, until he 
went into the sanctuary of God." *' Then" it 
was, says the Psalmist, that " I understood the 
end of these men, namely, how thou dost set 
them in slippery places and castest them down, 
and destroyest them. Oh ! how suddenly do they 
consume and perish, and come to a fearful end \'' 
And so will it be with us Christians. We shall 
not learn to acknowledge the wisdom of the 
Almighty on this head, until we refer the ques- 
tion to his revealed will, — that only sure standard, 
by which every thing relating to our true interests, 
both temporal and eternal, is fixed and regulated. 
There shall we see, how it is that '' the wicked" 
so often, and for such a length of time, go un- 

^ Psalm Ixxiii. 
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punished in this life^ nay^ even appear sometimes 
to enjoy the Divine favour and protection to a 
great extent, in the numerous blessings they 
receive; while the faithful servants of Christ, 
the virtuous, the obedient, the repentant professor 
of the Gospel, is seen not unfrequently to groan 
under the heaviest afflictions of his nature. We 
shall discover the reason to be, that is, as far as 
we are permitted to search into the decrees and 
appointments of heaven, that God, who knoweth 
the secrets of all hearts, knows best how to deal 
with his creatures, and what will be the most 
effectual means, (if indeed any will avail) to bring 
them to salvation ; — that he suffers them, for a 
time, to go unchecked by the hand of trial in 
their sinful course, that he may at length " sud- 
denly shoot at them with a swift arrow," by 
visiting them with some awful and tremendous 
infliction : or else, knowing that no temporal 
chastisement will be of any avail to arrest them 
in their mad career^ he reserves them for those 
*' chains of darkness," and that everlasting punish- 
ment, which they cared not to avert by timely 
repentance, whilst the day of grace was granted 
them. 

But the words of my text lead me, not so much 
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to contemplate the impenitent sinner in his state 
of exemption from present suffering, as to con- 
sider how and why it is, that afflictions are gene- 
rally visited on mankind. 

The apostle assures us, that '^ whom the Lord 
loveth, he chasteneth ; and scourgeth every son, 
whom he receiveth.'* From this, as well as 
from many other passages in Scripture, of 
similar import, we learn that it is not so much 
a sign of God's anger and indignation towards 
his creatures, as it is a mark of his tender love 
and compassion, that he ever chastizes them 
with the rod of affliction. He does it out of 
concern for those precious souls, to ransom 
which from the bondage of sin and the fearful 
penalty annexed to it, he even sacrificed his only- 
begotten Son on the cross; and to render that 
wondrous act of mercy effectual to their eternal 
salvation, he still continues to employ every 
energy of his godhead, and to make to them 
repeated overtures of pardoning love. He does 
it, in order that he may bring nearer and nearer 
to himself those, who, though leaning towards 
his Gospel, yet, through the weakness of their 
nature, require that something should be done, 
to keep them stedfast in the faith, and to urge 
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them to a more increased diligence in the work 
of their salvation. He does it^ in order to coun- 
. teract the malicious designs of the devil on the 
happiness of those^ who have not strength to 
withstand the allurements of the world ; its fasci- 
nating pleasures ; its bewildering engagements ; 
and who, but for some merciful interposition of 
heaven to rouse them from their danger, would 
eventually be betrayed into a total unmindful- 
ness of religion, and thus suffer themselves to be 
robbed of that inheritance, which is in reserve 
for the faithful in the world of spirits. 

In short, it will be no difficult task to the pious, 
and well-disposed mind, to determine that afflic- 
tions are sent for some wise and merciful purpose ; 
and to recognise in the visitation,-— not the hand 
of a cruel master, but the salutary chastisement 
of a doating parent, — not the capricious, and 
selfish act of a tyrant, who loves to sport with 
the happiness of his creatures, — ^but the gracious 
and benign method, employed by the Almighty 
in his wisdom, to win over to himself the sheep 
of his flock, who had gone astray into " the 
wilderness" of sin, and who, but for the watchful 
care of " the good shepherd," might never have 
returned to the fold. 
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We cannot, it is true, always see the imme- 
diate end of every trial ; but we may always refer 
it to a purpose of love on the part of heaven : 
and where the afflictions, with which it may 
please Providence to visit us, are viewed in this 
light; — where they are regarded as the harbingers 
of eventual good to our souls ; — not only is their 
extreme bitterness allayed, but the result has 
ever proved beneficial in every point of view : — 
not only does the suflFerer experience a high 
degree of devout patience and Christian fortitude 
in the midst of his worst endurings ; — but his 
spiritual mind is renewed and strengthened, and 
a general happy advancement in religious attain- 
ments is perceptibly effected. 

The remedy, applied by the great Physician, 
may indeed be of painful and nauseous quality ; 
but its healing efficacy is sooner or later felt ; 
and we are led to exclaim with the holy Psalm- 
ist : " weeping may endure for a night, but joy 
cometh in the morning'/' 

It is not to be expected, my brethren, that 
while suffering from the stroke of affliction, we 
are to endure it as though we felt it not ; and 

^ Psalm XXX. 5. 
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with a kind of hypocritical philosophy, and im- 
pious indifference, pretend that the sting does 
not sorely torment ; when in fact the very soul 
is nearly riven asunder by its cruel grasp ; and 
when nothing, but a firm reliance on that Being, 
who has assured us that he '' will not suffer us 
to be tempted abdVe what we are able, but will 
with the temptation also make a way to escape, 
that we may be able to bear it V' can at all support 
us under the trial ; — this, indeed, would be a vain 
and unhallowed attempt to counteract the design 
of Providence in afflicting us. But, while we 
acknowledge, with patient Job, " the arrows of 
the Almighty are within me, the poison whereof 
drinketh up my spirit *,** we should say, with the 
suffering Jesus, " not as I will, but as thou wilt' ;" 
and also confess, with venerable Eli, *' it is the 
Lord, let him do what seemeth him good *." 

St. Paul affirms that " now no chastening for the 
present seemeth joyous but grievous, nevertheless 
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of right- 
eousness to them which are exercised therein \" 
And is not this truly a consoling assurance ? 

^ 1 Cor. X. 13. » Job vi. 4. ^ M^tt. xxvi. 39. 

* 1 Sam. iii. 18. » Heb. xii. 11. 
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Should it not be a source of courage to the en- 
during servant of the cross, to bear, with faithful 
and unshrinking fortitude, the lashes which a 
yearning Father inflicts on his prodigal offspring ? 
Should it not constrain us, by deep repentance, 
to seek an interest in a Saviour's love ; and re- 
nouncing the *' riotous living** in which our soul's 
substance hath hitherto been *' squandered," to 
" arise and go to our Father, and say unto him. 
Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy 
son ' r 

But such a delightful result can only be seen 
in the case of those, who make a proper use of 
the trial they may be labouring under ; who ac- 
knowledge it to be a just, as well as a merciful 
visitation, sent to rouse the slumbering faculties 
of their souls ; and so to rescue them, by the 
temporal affiction of the divine anger, from an 
eternal weight of misery ; — who look upon it as 
the warning voice of mercy, as the friendly mes- 
senger of peace, the angel of reconciliation and 
of love, commissioned to arrest their steps when 
they have strayed to the very verge of destruc- 

^ Luke XV. 18. 
P 2 
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tion, and to beckon them onward to salvation, 
and to glory. And happy, thrice happy the man, 
who is wilhng to catch the sound of alarm ; and 
who in all the consciousness of his well merited 
chastisement, and in perfect reliance on the long- 
suffering of him who inflicts it, is eager at once 
to lay his sins and his sorrows at the foot of a 
Saviour's cross, and to acknowledge with holy 
David, that " it is good for him to have been 
afficted, that he might learn the statutes^" of 
God. 

But where, on the other hand, a blind and 
stupid unmindfulness of that source, from whence 
afi9ictions spring, and an unwillingness to recog- 
nize the hand that strikes him, marks the con- 
duct of the sufferer ; or, which has yet a more 
fearful tendency, where a murmuring and repin- 
ing spirit sends forth its unholy lamentations, and 
dares to utter an accusing sentence against the 
great Creator's Self; — consequences the most 
awful and alarming are to be looked for. Then 
will the will of heaven have been thwarted by the 
pride and folly of him, whom Satan has been 
able to " lead captive at his will ;" and the Divine 

^ Psalm cxix, 71. 
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purpose will be, as it were, arrested on the very 
threshold of love, ay ! and by the very object 
towards whom it was directed. 

Let me caution each of you, who now hears 
me, against such a dangerous, such an unworthy 
application of God's mercy towards you. Only 
reflect, brethren, that if you are so bold as to re- 
sist the means, which he, who *' seeth not as man 
seeth," graciously vouchsafes to employ, in order 
to recall you from the delusive ways of sin, and 
to bring you nigh unto your redemption ; you 
may, even in this world, draw down upon your 
devoted heads a far heavier infliction, than you 
have ever before experienced ; and no merits of 
a Redeemer will save you from that tremendous 
punishment, that awaits all those, who have dared 
to slight the warnings of a merciful, but offended 
God, in the world to come. ^^ The spirit of the 
Lord will not always strive with man ^" If, there- 
fore, you provoke him to anger, by your unbe- 
lief, you will do so " to the confusion of your own 
faces." *' He will pour out his fury upon you," 
and ''your last state shall be worse than the 
first." 



* Gen. vi. 3. 
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I will not ask if there are any in this assembly 
whose lot it has been to drink of the bitter cup 
of affliction ; — doubtless there are many such 
among you : and whilst I would fain hope, that 
on you the chastening hand of Providence has 
not fallen in vain ; — that, though perhaps you 
well nigh sunk under its force, and were even 
tempted, for the moment, to cry out with suffer- 
ing Job, " why died I not from the womb ^" you 
nevertheless sought the mighty aid of him, who, 
having himself suffered in our nature, knows how 
to pity our weakness, and to feel for our woes, 
and, through the inspiring influence of his Spirit, 
were enabled to retain your faith, and evince 
your gratitude for a Saviour's love; — whilst I 
would hope, that such has been your conduct 
under affliction, I would at the same time, address 
a word of comfort and encouragement to your 
still aching bosoms. 

Only consider for a moment, my fellow Christ- 
ians, that you are merely '^strangers and pil- 
grims" upon earth ; — that here you have *' no 
abiding city ;" — that you are hastening towards 
the heavenly Zion, the New Jerusalem, where 

* Job iii. 1 1 . 
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'' God himself shall be with" you ; and where he 
'' shall wipe away all tears from your eyes ; and 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crpng, neither shall there be any more pain ^" 
Such an expectation as this, — an expectation 
founded on the immutable word of God, — will 
surely be a never-failing ground of consolation 
against all the trials and temptations of this fleet- 
ing world. 

If, in the extreme anguish of your soul, you 
are ever induced to complain of your lot, and in 
the language of the Psalmist to exclaim, " woe 
is me that I am constrained to dwell with Me- 
shech, and to have my habitation among the 
tents of Kedar \ ;" ' woe is me, that I am called 
to such painful trials, that I am forced to linger 
through a life of conflict and of toil •/ — I bid you 
once more have recourse to the Book of Life. 
You will there learn, that " blessed is the man 
that endureth temptations, for when he is tried 
he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord 
hath promised to them that love him ' :" and St. 
Paul declares, that " the sufferings of this present 

* Rev. xxi, 3, 4. * Psalm cxx. 4. ' James i. 12. 
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time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us ^" 

But after all, my brethren, although you reason 
with yourselves, again and again, on the necessity 
and advantage of the sufferings of our nature ; al- 
though you regard them as evidences of the Divine 
love for your precious souls : although you search 
the Scriptures for instruction and comfort, — ^still, 
if you fail to address yourselves in earnest and con- 
fiding prayer to the throne of grace, you will find 
that you can ill sustain the conflict you are en- 
gaged in, and that you will sink beneath the well- 
aimed shafts of adversity, which an angry God 
has levelled against you. But if, conscious of 
the weakness of your own unaided strength, you 
are led to invoke the powerful assistance, the all- 
soothing consolation, of your Saviour's Spirit, be 
assured, as he is able, so will he be no less will- 
ing, to carry you in safety and in triumph through 
the deepest and the darkest woes that ever fas- 
tened on the heart of man. We are permitted, 
indeed, to '' weep" with Rachel ; but we must 
not, with her, refuse to be comforted. 

^ Rom. viii. 18, 
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Go then, thou grief-worn mourner, to hira, 
who can alone impart rest and lasting comfort to 
his afflicted children. Trust in the Lord, and he 
will deliver you out of all your troubles. Be of 
good courage: he will be your ''refuge and 
strength," a very present help in trouble. We 
are told that '' the Lord blessed the latter days 
of Job more than the beginning :" and shall he 
not bless the latter days of all his sorrowing, 
though faithful, servants ? If pain and grief have 
marked their course during their pilgrimage 
through life, will he not support their tottering 
steps, when going down its steep and rugged de- 
clivity ? If mental agony, or the gnawing pains 
of a diseased body have been their sad compa- 
nions through a long and gloomy season ; as he 
" left them not, neither forsook them,** when they 
sought his presence in all those bitter moments ; 
so will he speak peace to their departing spirits, 
when they are about to leave the world, and be 
summoned to the bar of Jesus. 

Yes, and more than this, will a God of mercy 
do for those, who, faithful to their trust, have 
borne, with unyielding patience, ''the burden 
and heat of the day." He will make good to 
them at the time of reckoning, those gracious 
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promises^ when he first called them into his 
" vineyard." He will extend towards them the 
all-sufficient merits of a crucified Saviour; and 
then shall they receive that reward, which his 
merits could alone procure. The dark and dis- 
mal hours of their mourning shall then be changed 
into one continued day of heavenly brightness. 
Though now they '* sow in tears," hereafter shall 
they " reap in joy :" though now the flower of 
their happiness be blighted by the cold and un- 
genial clime of earth, in heaven shall it spring 
afresh, and luxuriate in one unwearied and eter- 
nal bloom. 



SERMON XIV. 



ON DEATH. 



1 Thessalokiaks v. 2, 
" The day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night." 

It does not require a very extraordinary degree of 
observation, to perceive that all things here below 
are subject to decay. If we cast our eye on any 
monument of antiquity, the record perhaps of 
some great and glorious achievement, or of some 
remarkable event in history, we find it, though still 
remaining, yet gradually mouldering to decay; and 
which a few more revolving years may probably 
complete, and thus mingle the once noble edifice 
with that dust, on which it has so long stood, 
in proud and boasted pre-eminence, above the less 
attractive objects, by which it was surrounded. 

If, indeed, we regard the still more beau- 
teous and wonderful productions of nature, 
the awful truth will be yet further established. 

13 
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The lofty and magnificent oak, together with 
other splendid ornaments of the forest, stand fast 
and flourish, 'tis true, for many a century ; but 
the hour at last arrives, when, like the artificial 
productions of man, they yield to the common 
but mighty hand of time. Again, the nurtiu^ed 
plant of the garden, and the wild flower of the 
field, whose gorgeous appearance has formed so 
pleasing an object of attraction to the admiring 
eye, enjoy a yet shorter reign ; and though nought 
that man can fashion could excel, or even equal, 
them in the brilliancy of their colour, the love- 
liness of their form, and the minuteness of their 
texture ; though '' Solomon in all his glory was 
not. arrayed like one of them;*' yet, perfect 
as they seem to be, many of them flourish but 
for a few hours only, and then droop and fade 
and die. 

And when we dwell, with a kind of melancholy 
reflection, on this general decay of all earthly 
objects, however vast, however beautiful ; whether 
they be the ingenious and laborious work of man, 
or the still more magnificent productions of na- 
ture, and are brought to see that all these must 
one day have an end ; — with how much more 
serious and solemn feeling must we contemplate 
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the undeniable fact> that we ourselves are subject 
to dissolution. To this momentous and awful 
truth none of us can be blind ; but we are all 
compelled, in humbled insignificance, to bow and 
submit to it. We are brought to acknowledge 
from our own experience how certainly, though 
gradually perhaps, we are advancing towards 
decay ; and are too well assured, by witnessing 
the fall of those around us, that before long we 
shall, in the common course of nature, be a mere 
mass of corruption, — food for worms, — dust and 
ashes. 

But, as though such sad experience were not 
enough to warn us of our own perishable con- 
dition, God has vouchsafed by his unerring word, 
to make known to, and to admonish us of, the 
solemn fact. In various parts of the Bible, both 
in the Old and New Testament, the shortness 
and uncertainty of human life is not only alluded 
to, but particularly described. What saith Job ? 
'' Man that is born of a woman is of few days, 
and full of trouble ; he cometh forth like a flower 
and is cut down ; he fleeth also as a shadow, and 
continueth not ^" The Psalmist makes use of 



* Job xiv. 1, 2. 
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nearly similar language — ^* As for man, his days 
are as grass; as a flower of the field, so he 
flourisheth. For the wind passeth over it, and 
it is gone : and the place thereof shall know it 
no more *." And the apostle Paul bears testi- 
mony to the same awful truth in the words of 
the text : " The day of the Lord so cometh as a 
thief in the night/' Alas ! too true indeed speaks 
the apostle. Every hour, nay, every moment of 
our existence, we are liable to be taken hence. 
We cannot call one instant our own. The pre- 
sent moment may find us in the enjoyment of 
the most perfect health, while the next may 
summon us to the presence of our God. 

Since we last assembled in this place of worship, 
one of our fellow-creatures has been suddenly 
snatched away from among us. Death crossed 
her path, and seized on her at a moment, 
when doubtless neither herself nor friends 
expected that God would so awfully visit her *. 
Surely, my brethren, this, and the like events, 
which have recently occurred in this parish, 
ought to have a serious effect on us. Surely 

* Psalm ciii. 15, 10. 

' Preached on the occasion of the sudden death of a pa- 
rishioner. 
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they ought to impress on us the importance of 
" thinking on our latter end !'' They are intended^ 
indeed, by a wise and merciful Providence, as 
warnings to us who survive. Let us not then 
suffer them, (as we are too apt with many things 
of spiritual importance,) to make but faint im- 
pression on our minds ; let us not merely think 
of them for the moment, and then bid adieu to 
them as unworthy of our serious contemplation ; 
but let us ponder them deeply in our hearts, and 
strive to profit by them to our eternal welfare. 

O, what great reason then have we all to 
*' watch" and be *' ready ;" for " the Son of man 
Cometh in an hour when we think not \" The day 
of the Lord may come upon us, whoever we may 
be, as it has on her who is now in eternity, '' like 
a thief in the night," so as to give us no warning 
to prepare ourselves for its arrival. 

Ask yourselves, therefore, each of you this 
solemn question ; should God, as he did the 
''rich man" in the parable, require my soul of 
me this very night, am I prepared to yield it up ? 
Am I prepared not only to die, but to appear in 
judgment at the bar of Christ ? Shall I be refused 



* Luke xii. 40. 
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admittance at the door of the marriage feast of 
the Lamb of God ? Shall I knock and cry, " Lord 
open unto me f and shall the fearful and appalling 
sound be heard, " Depart from me, I know you 
not T Shall I not rather by due and timely pre- 
paration for eternity, which must be made by 
living a life of holiness, and strict obedience to 
the sacred rules set forth in the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and of being constantly on the watch, be 
thus making preparation against the approach of 
that hour, which I know must sooner or later 
arrive, and against that '' night,'* in which '' no 
man can work T 

Only consider the purpose for which you were 
sent into the world : consider what is required of 
every member of Christ's Church. You are 
indeed awfully responsible for the manner, in 
which you " pass the time of your sojourning 
here" on earth. You have all various talents 
committed to your care by your Lord and Master, 
which you are bound to improve to the best of 
your ability, in conjunction with the powerful 
assistance of his Holy Spirit, which will not be 
denied, if you pray for it as you ought. What 
then will be your punishment, if, instead of ex- 
ecuting your sacred trust with diligence and 
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fidelity, you are content to waste your precious 
time in idleness ; and to '' bury" in unworthy 
slothfulness those energies and that influence, 
which, by God's grace, might have tended to 
your own spiritual improvement, and to that of 
your fellow-creatures, and have redounded to the 
glory and honour of him, through whose un- 
merited goodness such blessings have been vouch- 
safed to you ? Will you not, if thus you trifle 
with the mercy of God, and turn a deaf ear to his 
positive commands, be denounced by the mighty 
Judge of the world, when called on to give an 
account of your stewardship, as '' unprofitable," 
as wilfully " unprofitable servants," and as the 
just recompence of your ungrateful and rebellious 
conduct, be ''cast into outer darkness, where 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth ?" 

While you have the opportunity, let me ex- 
hort you to " think of your latter end." Repent 
and be converted, so long as " the accepted time" 
and '^ the day of salvation" lasts. Defer not to 
a more " convenient season" the most momen- 
tous of all engagements, which can possibly 
belong to creatures passing from time to eter- 
nity. ''Work while it is day ;" lest " the night" of 
death come upon you unawares, and hurry you, 

Q 
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with all your crimes upon your head, into the 
awful presence of him, who has declared that 
he will *^ reward every man according to his 
works '/* 

It is utterly unaccountable that there should 
be found any persons, professing the religion 
of the blessed Redeemer, and acknowledging 
the Scriptures to contain the oracles of God's 
will concerning them, so completely careless 
about " the one thing needful," that they neglect 
every means in mercy vouchsafed them '' to 
make their calling and election sure,'' and live 
as though they believed that there would be no 
state of future and eternal existence, after this 
short and uncertain life is ended. But this, alas ! 
ia the lamentable truth. Such men, however, 
let their conduct be never so abandoned and 
profligate, must, I think, at times shudder at the 
idea of dying. They may ridicule the discourses 
and exhortations of their minister, and consider 
it as a sign of bravery and manliness, to profess 
a total disregard and contempt, nay, even a dis- 
belief, of the sacred truths of revelation ; of a 
resurrection after death ; and of " a judgment to 

* Matt, xvi 27. 
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come.** But the time will arrive when they shall, 
though too late perhaps, be brought to confess 
that they really dread the tortures of the damned ; 
and though they choose to put off their repent- 
ance to the last hour of their existence, nay, 
sometimes altogether, — ^yet, like Felix, they will 
*' tremble,'* and cry for mercy, when they are 
about to be summoned to judgment 

So long as prosperity attends his career on 
earth ; so long as he is endued with health and 
strength, and every thing seems to present a 
smooth and unruffled surface, — the sinner goes 
on in his dreadful course, and utterly sets at 
nought the bitter consequences, that must even- 
tually attend his daring contempt of God and 
religion. But let trouble and affliction come 
upon him ; — let his health and strength begin to 
fail ; — ^let him be visited with sickness, or any 
sudden and awful judgment of heaven ; — ^how 
utterly destitute of that solace and support, which 
belongs only to the faithful Christian, will he then 
find himself! Or, if age and infirmities force him 
to think seriously on his past life, and whither he 
is quickly hastening, will he not shudder at the 
contemplation of what he has been doing ? Al- 
though he may have before doubted, or lived as 

q2 
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if he doubted, of a future judgment, he will now 
tremble with horror lest there should be one ; 
and in this dreadful state, not knowing how, or 
not having resolution, to repent, he sinks down 
to the grave, unrenewed by conversion and un- 
sanctified by a Saviour^s grace, only to rise again 
to an eternity of the bitterest and most deadly 
woe. 

O consider then, I implore you, my Christian 
hearers, the danger in which you stand. Ever 
bear in mind that ** in the midst of life we are in 
death f' that you may be summoned hence at a 
moment's notice. "Whatsoever," therefore, '^ thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, for there 
is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom 
in the grave, whither thou goest \** When once 
life has fled this earthly tabernacle, no reparation 
can be made for duties neglected and trespasses 
committed. Take heed, then, against the coming 
of the Lord — *' Take heed to yourselves, lest at 
any time your hearts be overcharged with sur- 
feiting, and drunkenness, and the cares of this 
life, and so that day come upon you unawares *.** 
In folly imagine not that because your life is still 

m 

* Eccles. ix. 10. « Luke xxi. Si. 
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preserved to you, the time of your departure is 
on that account far off. Presume not to argue, 
that since you are permitted to go on thus far 
unpunished *' tKe Lord is," therefore, '* slack con- 
cerning his promise.** The moment must soon 
arrive, nay, is perhaps already at hand, when you 
will be obliged to yield up your spirit into the 
hands of your Maker. *' But of that day and 
hour knoweth no man." Picture to yourselves, 
my friends, the utter destitution in which you 
will be left, when that awful moment shall arrive, 
which is to usher you into the presence of your 
Maker, if you shall have denied your Lord and 
Saviour, by the unholy and impenitent life you 
have been leading. 

To the best of Christians, to him, who has ever 
been a faithful and devoted disciple of Jesus, 
there is great need of the sustaining influence of 
the Holy Spirit, to animate and support him, 
when he is about to pass " through the valley of 
the shadow of death." But to what source can 
he look for comfort at the hour of death, who has 
all his life-time '* trodden under foot the Son 
of God, and hath counted the blood of the cove- 
nant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy 
thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of 
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grace ' T Will the influence of the Redeemer's 
Spirit^ think you^ be shed upon him^ who has by 
his repeated transgressions^ and by his daring 
abandonment of the gospel, ** crucified the Son 
of God afresh, and put him to an open shame ^?'* 
To him, alas, will *^ his house be left unto him 
desolate ;" — ^and instead of the vivifying graces of 
God's Spirit being poured forth upon his depart- 
ing soul, it is to be feared that all the powers of 
darkness will unite to embitter the last moments 
of expiring nature. One might suppose, that 
considerations such as these would induce men 
to live more " as becometh the gospel of 
Christ ;" to leave no energy unmoved, by which 
their obedience might be made manifest, and 
their faith increased, and thus their "peace made 
with God before they go hence and be no more 
seen." 

There is but one step between us and eternity, 
and the instant the spark of life is extinguished 
we shall be for ever debarred from all chance 
of regaining the lost favour of the Almighty, 
which, by our impenitence, we had so justly 
forfeited. The gentle sound of the gospel invi- 

* Heb. X. 29. » Ibid. vi. 6. 
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tation will be no longer heard ; the saving 
merits of the Redeemer will be no longer ex- 
tended towards us ; the door of mercy will be 
for ever closed : and O, unspeakably appalling the 
thought ! futurity will open upon us, in all the 
tremendous reality of the day of judgment. 

When we call to mind, that every evil thought, 
every word and action, is carefully noted in the 
sealed records of divine memory ; that it is placed 
beyond the power of man, or even of angels, to blot 
out the deadly writing ; and that if we shall have 
died in impenitence, our lot will be in the lake 
that burneth with '' unquenchable fire ;" — when 
we reflect, too, that in any one moment, whether 
in the full enjoyment of health, or on the bed of 
sickness, our souls may be required of us ; — that 
*' the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night, in the which the heavens shall pass away 
with a great noise, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat, and the earth also, and the 
works that are therein, shall be burned up ' f — 
when we place these fearful truths before our 
eyes, *' what manner of persons ought we to be 
in all holy conversation and godliness ^ !" How 

» 2Pet. iii. 10. • Ibid. iii. 11. 
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ought we to endeavour to conform to all that 
the Son of God has been graciously pleased to 
prescribe for us, in his ever-blessed gospel ; to 
'* go on unto perfection * ;" and so to lay up for 
ourselves such a good foundation, as will neither 
fail us in the hour of death, nor depart from us 
at the day of judgment ! 

When the mournful sound of the passing knell 
assails our ears; when we witness the sad pro- 
cession following the Ufeless corpse of a fellow- 
creature to his last home ; we are little apt to 
think at the moment, that, ere another sun has 
run his course, our own grave may be dug, and 
preparation made by our sorrowing friends to 
consign us for ever to its dark and dismal recess. 
But if such scenes as these do not affect us as 
they ought ; — ^if the solemn obsequies of the 
stranger, or of one unconnected with us by the 
tie of kindred, fail to impress us with the thought, 
that our own departure may not be far distant ; 
yet, surely, when the chastening hand of the 
Lord visits our own abode; when death, the 
t\i>»tro)'ing angel, enters into the quiet retreat of 
dwwstic life, and, with remorseless grasp, tears 

1 Heb. vi. 1. 
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from us a dear and valued relative ; — when, for 
instance, we behold an aged parent, one on whom 
we have been long accustomed to look with love 
and veneration, called hastily away and gathered 
to his fathers ; — when the tender partner of all 
our joys and sorrows, and of all our hopes, is 
summoned by the ruthless monarch to close her 
eyes for ever ; — when the upgrown and manly 
youth, or tender maiden, is torn away, in all the 
bloom of beauty and the height of loveliness, 
from the embraces of a devoted parent ; — or when, 
again, the smiling innocent, the darling pledge of 
hallowed love, is called to mingle with its kin- 
dred dust, and cherubs wait to bear its unoffend- 
ing spirit to its God ; — O say, when these aflSic- 
tions come so near, and tear, as it were, the very 
vitals from our riven breasts ; say, if we ought 
not to speak in plain, solemn, and never to be 
forgotten language, that they are visitations sent 
from God to chasten and correct us; that they 
are lessons of instruction to teach us that *' here 
we have no continuing city ^ ;" that the dearest 
tie may, in one moment, be burst asunder ; that 
ere long we ourselves shall be borne away, as 



^ Heb. xiii. 14. 
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OUT friends before us ; — that *' dust we axe, and 
that to dust we shall return V 

Say, then, to yourselves, when you are con- 
stantly witnessing, or hearing of scenes of mor- 
tality ; when the grave is so often opened for a 
fellow-creature, and a fatal hour calls a friend or 
relative to the tomb ; — ' what am I, that God in 
his mercy should spare me ! that the long-suffer- 
ing of my Maker should bear thus long with my 
faults and my transgressions; that his wrath 
should not have cut me off long since from the 
land of the living ! It is surely that I may yet 
have time to repent, and to make my peace with 
heaven " before I go hence and be no more seen." 
Shall I not then strive to profit by such great 
and undeserved mercy, on the part of my of- 
fended Maker ? Shall not his goodness lead me 
to repentance, and to such due and timely pre- 
paration, that, whenever he calls me, I may be 
ready to obey the summons Y 

My fellow Christians, I beseech you to trust 
in the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Labour 
earnestly, faithfully, and unceasingly, to fulfil 
the terms of his gospel. If you believe in, 
and fully appreciate, the mighty atonement made 
for you on the cross ; if your faith be that 

13 
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active, lively principle, which is required of the 
genuine disciple, evincing itself in a holy and re- 
ligious life, and operating upon you to a sincere 
desire, through God's assistance, of amending 
your ways, and rendering yourselves, in some 
measure, fit for that blessed inheritance, which 
is reserved for repentant sinners in a future state; 
be assured, that your sins, however numerous, 
however heinous, will be thoroughly purged away 
in that holy blood, '' that speaketh better things 
than that of Abel ^" and that the uninterrupted 
happiness of saints and angels shall be yours 
to all eternity. 

' Heb. xii. 24. 
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THE FUTURE PUNISHMENT OF THE WICKED. 



Psalm ix. 17.— P. B. version. 

** The wicked shaU be turned into hell, and all the people 

that forget God." 

Such is the mercy of the Almighty, and so ex- 
ceeding great his love for his creatures, that he 
employs every means, in his wisdom and power, 
to bring them to himself. He not only invites 
them to embrace by faith the gospel of his Son 
Jesus Christ, and to live according to its pre- 
cepts, by the most tender solicitations, the most 
alluring offers ; but he is pleased to set before 
them, on their refusing to comply with his re- 
vealed will, consequences the most awful and 
tremendous, — ^not only are the joys of heaven, 
such as *' eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of man ^ " 

' 1 Cor. ii 9. 
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to conceive, proposed as the splendid, though 
wholly unmerited, rewards of faith and obedience ; 
but the horrors of damnation, the bitterest and 
most excruciating torments, are denounced against 
all wilful and hardened transgressors. 

The whole of the Bible teems with denuncia- 
tions of Almighty vengeance against sinners ; 
and, among numerous other texts, that which I 
have selected for the subject of my present dis- 
course, is not the least direct and alarming. 
'* The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all 
the people that forget God." Although this 
plain declaration of the Psalmist was uttered 
many hundred years before the Christian era, 
and doubtless has immediate reference to those, 
in his days, on whom the pure light of the 
gospel had not then shed its glittering rays; it 
still, together with all other prophetic announce- 
ments of the divine will, intimately concerns us, 
whom, praised be God, the '' day-spring from on 
high" hath visited with such splendid, such mar- 
vellous effulgence. 

In discoursing on the words before us, I propose 
in the first place briefly to consider the sense in 
which the term " hell'* is here used ; secondly, who 
are meant by '' the wicked," and ''they that forget 
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God f and will conclude by an exhortation to all 
those, who look for redemption through the blood 
of Christy to strive by every means, vouchsafed to 
them in the gospel^to avert the dreadful fate,which 
is here threatened to be the lot of the wicked 
and unrepentant portion of God's people. 

In the sense in which the term ** hell" is here 
used, and as it is conmionly used in Scripture, a 
place of torment is undoubtedly meant. In the 
apostles' creed, where our Lord is said to have 
descended into helly or ** hades,** as it is in the 
original, the term signifies an invisible and inter- 
mediate state, where the souls of the dead jre- 
main till the general resurrection at the last day. 
For it cannot for a moment be supposed, that 
the second person in the ever-blessed Trinity, 
who, though like us in all things, was yet free 
from sin, should be doomed, though it were but 
for three short days, to suffer the agonies of the 
damned. This article of the creed is founded upon 
that passage in the Psalms, where it is written, 
'' Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither 
wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corrup- 
tion';" and which we find the apostle Peter 

' Psalm xvi. 10. 
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applying to our Saviour \ When the blessed 
Jesus said to the penitent thief on the cross, 
" to-day shalt thou be with me in paradise/* he 

* 

unquestionably alluded to the same place of de- 
parted spirits^ to which he himself was about to 
descend ; and which, therefore, could not mean 
a place of suffering, but one of rest and peace, 
where ''the dead which die in the Lord rest 
from their labours." 

In the sense, however, in which it is employed 
in the text, the word " hell" evidently means 
that dark and dismal abode, which is " prepared 
for the devil and his angels/* The original word, 
in the Hebrew, is " Gehenna," signifying the 
valley of " Hinnom ;" which was a place near 
Jerusalem, where children were sacrificed to 
Moloch, and which was notorious for other idol- 
atrous rites. And after these vile practices were 
abolished, the filth and rubbish of the city was 
wont to be carried thither, for the purpose of 
being consumed in a fire kept continually burn- 
ing ; and at last, we learn, that this spot became 
a place of execution for condemned malefactors. 
Hence, then, it might be thought very fitly to 

* Acts ii. Z7, 
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represent that place of punishment, where it is 
said in Scripture, '' their worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not quenched ^'* 

Throughout the sacred volume, allusion, whe-* 
ther direct or indirect, is for ever made to this 
horrific state. In the Old Testament, the punish- 
ment of hell-fire is frequently threatened against 
incorrigible offenders. Thus we read in the book 
of Deuteronomy, " a fire is kindled in mine 
anger, and shall bum unto the lowest helP.'' 
The prophet Isaiah, protesting against the wick- 
edness of Gk)d's people, says, *' Therefo"**' hell 
hath enlarged herself, and opened her. .mouth 
without measure *." Ezekiel, when prpphesying 
of the fall of Assyria, thus writes in the spirit, 
^' I made the nations to shake at the swk^d of 
his fally when I cast him down to hell with them 
that descend into the pit *." In the New Test- 
ament we have still plainer references to this 
awful place. In St. Matthew's gospel our Lord 
declares, " It is profitable for thee that one of 
thy members should perish, and not that thy 
whole body should be cast into hell ^" In the 10th 

' Mark ix. 44. * Deut. xxxii. 22. * Isaiab v. 14. 

* Ezek. xxxi. 16. * Matt. v. 29. 
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chapter of the same gospel^ Jesus thus warns 
his disciples : " Fear not them which kill the 
body, but are not able to kill the soul ; but 
rather fear him, which is able to destroy both 
soul and body in hell ^'^ Of " the rich man" in 
the parable it is said, *' In hell he lift up his eyes, 
being in torment'/' St, Peter speaks of God 
having "cast down the angels into hell, and 
delivered them into chains of darkness *." In 
the revelation of St. John it is written, " Death 
and hell are cast into the lake of fire, and who- 
soever was not found written in the book of life 
was cast into the lake of fire *." Now all these 
texts of Scripture go to prove, that there is a 
place of fearful punishment of the most painful 
and excruciating nature, reserved in the next 
world for unrepentant sinners ; that this can be 
no other than the hell so frequently referred to 
by the prophets, the apostles, and by the Incar- 
nate Lord himself. It is to this place of torment 
and of woe, that the holy Psalmist declares '' the 
wicked, and they that forget God," shall inevit- 
ably descend. 



* Matt. X. 28. ' Luke xvi. 23. 

' 2 Pet. ii. 4. * Rev. xx. 14, 15. 

R 
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Let US now inquire^ in the second place^ who 
those persons are, who are mentioned in the text 
as being exposed to this dreadful punishment. 

None, my brethren, shall be able to affirm, 
when they are summoned to appear before the 
mighty Judge of the universe, at the last great 
day, and when they are about to be '^ turned 
into hell,** for their wickedness and forgetfulness 
of God, that they were ignorant of their duty as 
Christians, that if they were wicked, they were so 
because they never knew the will of God con- 
cerning them ; that if they did forget God, it 
was because they were never instructed to re- 
member him. Believe me, no such excuse as 
this, shall serve as the sinner's plea, when called 
upon to render an account of his stewardship 
before a God of truth, jof wisdom, and of justice. 
The light of nature might alone, point out to him 
the difference between good and evil, and at least 
direct him in his choice, as to which must be 
most acceptable to a God of purity. But that 
nothing should remain in uncertainty,. as to this 
momentous point ; and that man should not be 
left to the weak and vague suggestions of his own 
mind, as to the particular line of conduct to be 
pursued, in order to gain admittance into the 

13 
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Redeemer's kingdom ; the Almighty, in his mercy 
and wisdom, has plainly and positively made 
known his will to him in the gospel of his Son 
Jesus Christ. 

We have in that gospel the clearest rules, laid 
down for our guidance in our Christian course, 
so that '* he who runs may read," and understand. 
The solemn precepts of religion, contained there- 
in, and which are so directly enforced and so 
earnestly enjoined on the Christian worshipper, 
are within the compass of every man's observance, 
who strives by the aid of the Holy Spirit to act 
up to them, and to adopt them as the most mer- 
ciful means, and only true guides to happiness. 
And it is to the strict and faithful observance of 
those precepts, that the boon of pardon, through 
Christ's merits and intercession, is alone pro- 
mised ; and upon neglect of which, *' everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord'' is 
unequivocally denounced. Yes, with the ever- 
blessed gospel before his eyes, it can never be 
through ignorance that a sinner shall eventually 
fall short of that salvation, which was purchased 
for him by the blood of Christ. But to disregard 
its heavenly injunctions, to infringe its holy com- 
mandments, that is, wilfully and unconcernedly, 

r2 
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is indeed a too faithfiil sign of that wickedness^, 
and forgetfulness of God, which is alluded to in 
the text, as being liable to the dreadfiil punish- 
ment of hell. 

It i§ true, my brethren, that owing to the 
hereditary weakness and corruption of our nature^ 
we cannot hope to go through this life of trial 
and temptation, without yielding in some way, to 
the seductions of that wicked spirit, which is ever 
on the watch to draw us off from our duty, and 
to fit us for those regions of darkness and of 
woe, of which he is the prince and potentate. 
It is true, that, as we are " born in sin," so the 
stain will continue, as long as we are clothed 
with this mortal flesh. And though '' the spirit 
be ever so willing," yet '' the flesh is" always 
*' weak ;" and it will not be diflScult for us to de- 
tect, that there is *' a law in our members warring 
against the law of our mind, and" constantly 
" bringing us into captivity to the law of sin 
which is in our members ^ " 

Since, then, sinful we ever must be, both in na- 
ture and in practice, how, it may be asked, shall 
we escape that tremendous fate spoken of in the 

* Rom. vii. 23. 
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text ? I answer^ through the grace of God^ and 
the mediation of the Saviour. Though worthy 
of the heaviest infliction of the Divine wrath, 
still the door of salvation is open to us, if deep 
and heartfelt sorrow for having sinned be con- 
tinually at work within our breasts ; if faith and 
obedience be duly cultivated ; if earnest prayer, 
together with a firm reliance on the power of the 
Spirit of God, attend our best and sincerest ex- 
ertions to " cast off the works of darkness,** and 
to become more meet to be partakers of that 
blessed inheritance, which the blood of Christ 
alone could have procured for us. 

But, my brethren, when wilful transgression of 
the sacred laws marks the conduct; when no 
sign of contrition follows in the track of the back* 
sliding Christian ; when determined forgetfulness 
of God and religion, is seen in the disposition and 
actions of any professor of the gospel ; — then it 
is, that the awful language of the Psalmist is es- 
pecially applicable. It is not the natural sinner 
against whom it is directed. It is not every one, 
who is by inheritance stained with the pollution 
of Adam's guilt, who is here doomed to destruc-- 
tion ; for then, indeed, not a single inhabitant of 
the world would be spared, since every indivi- 
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dual offspring of our first Parent bears too strik- 
ing marks of his apostasy. But it is he, who is 
a sinner by choice ; who obstinately refuses to 
obey the injunctions of his Saviour ; who is con- 
tent to forget his God, and is altogether heedless 
of that wondrous act of love, which was shewn 
to a world of apostate people, in their redemption 
from the penalty of sin : — he it is, for whom Christ 
shall have died in vain; and who, so soon as 
death shall put a stop to his miserable career, 
'' shall be turned into hell," there to spend un- 
numbered days of agony and of woe. 

It is not necessary that I should here enume- 
rate the different vices, which, if men indulge in 
them, are sure to draw down the vengeance of 
heaven upon their guilty heads. If, my brethren, 
that secret monitor, which is within your bosom, 
refuses to tell you of them ; or rather, if you de- 
clined listenuig to the catalogue it unfolds to 
you ; only go to your Bible, and in those sacred 
pages you will find no difficulty in discerning 
them. 

Turn but to St. Paul's Epistle to the Corinthians, 
and you will there find what the Apostle calls 
'' the works of the flesh" distinctly set forth ; and 
which, he declares, will exclude those " which do 
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such things from the kingdom of heaven *." But 
besides these positive and open deeds of dark^ 
ness, which even the heathen must tremble to 
perpetrate, and which even he must know to be 
odious in the sight of heaven ; there remain yet 
other dark and deep offences, which serve to tar- 
nish the Christian character ; and which at once 
challenge the Redeemer's indignation. 

What shall be said, for instance, of the man, who 
despises and neglects the various duties of reli- 
gion, which every true disciple of Christ is called 
upon to perform ? What is it to break the Sabbath, 
but a direct and most alarming declaration of re- 
bellion against the sovereign laws of God ? But 
how commonly, alas ! do we see that holy day 
not only unobserved and neglected, but abused 
to purposes of the worst description, and profaned 
by conduct which must make the real believer in 
Revelation shudder to contemplate ! And what 
shall we say of him who, with unaccountable 
obduracy of heart, refuses from time to time to 
partake of the blessed sacrament of the body and 
blood of Christ his Saviour ? Must not such be 
termed a wilful and wanton contempt of the most 



* Gal. V. 21 
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efficacious means of grace and salvation ? Can 
we entertain the most distant hope^ that he^ who 
thus dares to mock at a rite so solemn and im* 
portant^ can ever benefit by the glorious merits 
of that Saviour^ who suffered in his stead ; but 
whose bitter death and sufferings he now refuses 
to commemorate ? For such an one^ alas ! futu- 
rity affords but a gloomy prospect ; and if the 
Scriptures give us a faithful representation of 
what will happen hereafler to the *' wicked and 
slothful servant" of the Lord, we cannot but 
conclude, that his *' portion shall be with the 
unbelievers." 

Of Sabbath-breaking, and of neglect of the holy 
communion, as also of private devotion, I have 
often before spoken ; and at present, therefore, I 
will no fiirther descant upon such alarming oppo- 
sition to the will of heaven, but will merely ask, 
in the language of Scripture, '' Shall not the Lord 
visit for these things ?" 

My fellow Christians, as you all, I presume, 
hope for salvation through the atonement made 
by Christ for sinners, I most solemnly call on you, 
in conclusion, to weigh well the awful conse- 
quences that await you, if you live in a state of 
sin and impenitence, and leave the world in a 
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state of enmity with your God. To you, I am 
bound to say, if such be your mode of life, such 
the condition of your soul at the close of it, to 
you, the language of the text has awful reference. 
Bad enough is it to think, that when the miseries 
and the troubles of this earthly scene are at an 
end, we shall be refused admittance to the realms 
of peace and happiness in Christ's kingdom ; but 
more appalling still, is the reflection, that not only 
our future state will be destitute of all enjoyment, 
but that it will be made up of the most dismal 
woes, and the keenest sufferings ; that not only 
shall heaven be far from our possession, but that 
hell will be our everlasting portion. 

Why then is it, with the positive declaration of 
the word of God before your eyes, as to what will 
be your condition hereafter, if you obey or reject 
the gospel, that you still persist in going on in 
your wickedness, and are thus " treasuring up for 
yourselves wrath against the day of wrath, and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God ^ ?" 
Why, since you have the glorious light of Truth 
to illumine your path, will you choose to walk in 
darkness ? Why will you '* prefer the pleasures 



* Rom. ii. 5. 
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of sin, which are but for a season/' to that deny* 
ing of yourselves and taking up your cross, and 
following after Christ, which can alone place you 
in a . state of favour and acceptance with him, 
" with whom there is mercy and plenteous re- 
demption T It is, that your own hard hearts, 
your own inveterate prejudices, your own natural 
corruption set you up in proud defiance against 
your Saviour's gospel, and allure you on, under 
the specious but cruel guidance of the tempter, 
to the brink of that precipice, over which, with 
unhallowed mocking, he longs to hurl you. 

All chance of salvation, let us trust, is not yet 
fled. The finger of mercy still beckons you forward 
to a place of refuge. Through the assistance of the 
Holy Spirit, you may still resist every effort on 
the part of Satan to undo you ; and through the 
same all-sufficient grace, you may yet march on 
in safety and in triumph to the walls of the hea- 
venly Jerusalem ; where the trophies, which have 
been won, — not by your own weak arm, but by 
the mighty valour of " the great Captain of your 
salvation," — shall grace your peaceful entrance, 
and adorn your eternal sojourning in the City of 
the Living God. 



SERMON XVI. 



WE MUST SUFFER ALL THINGS FOR THE 

SAKE OF CHRIST. 



Matthew x. 38. 

" He that taketh not his cross and foUoweth after me, is not 

worthy of me." 

This expression of our blessed Lord's, seems to 
have been taken. from the custom of condemned 
malefactors being compelled to carry the cross 
on which they were to be impaled, to the place 
of execution. 

That the instruction contained in it, was con- 
sidered of peculiar importance by the Evangelists, 
is evident from the circumstance of its being 
mentioned by them, if not in language exactly 
similar, yet the same in substance and in mean- 
ing, four different times, in the gospel narrative : 
twice by St. Matthew, once by St. Mark and St. 
Luke. Why St. John has not thought it neces- 
sary to allude to it, it does not at all concern us 
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to inquire. It is quite sufficient that the other 
three have. We find it given a second time by 
the writer of the text at the 16th chapter, 24th 
verse, and follows immediately after our Saviour 
had reproved Peter for presuming to expostulate 
with him, when he had informed him and the 
rest of his disciples, " how that he must go unto 
Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders> 
and chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and 
be raised again the third day." It is quoted by 
St. Mark, at the 8th chapter, 34th verse, and 
written under similar circumstances, as those re- 
lated by the former Evangelist, Lastly, it is 
mentioned by St. Luke at the 9th chapter, 23d 
verse, and follows directly after our Lord's pro- 
phetical account of his approaching sufferings to 
his disciples. 

Without animadverting further on the parti- 
cular incidents which lead to this divine declara- 
tion, as related by the other sacred historians, I 
will proceed briefly to remark on such parts of the 
chapter before us, as may seem to have imme- 
diate connection with the text : and after shew- 
ing what might be the direct object of the Re- 
deemer in uttering these remarkable words, I 
Ivill endeavour, under divine grace, so to improve 
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the subject that it may afford such practical in- 
struction^ as we may presume, it was his inten- 
tion should be conveyed to Christians, in every 
succeeding age of the gospel. 

After our blessed Saviour had sent forth his 
twelve apostles, (with an account of which the 
chapter commences,) and had given them a va- 
riety of instruction necessary for their approach- 
ing labours, he tells them, at the 16th verse, 
" Behold I send you forth as sheep in the midst 
of wolves," thus giving them a kind of earnest of 
what they were to expect in the course of their 
ministry, and which was more fully explained to 
them in the six following verses ; in the last of 
which, he declares to them this solemn and 
appalling truth, that they should *' be hated of 
all men for his sake ;** but not without fortifying 
them at the same time, with this consolatory 
assurance, *' he that endureth unto the end, 
shall be saved." 

Many other words of comfort and encourage- 
ment did their divine Master vouchsafe to impart 
to those, whom in his wisdom he had chosen to 
preach the glad-tidings of salvation, amidst diffi., 
culties and perils, which he only could foresee. 
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and which^ through his strength alone^ could be 
overcome. 

That the path which lay before these messen- 
gers of God's will to mankind^ was not carpeted 
with the soft down of friendship and of love^ was 
but too plainly seen from the stern language con- 
tained in the 34th and three following verses : 
'Hhink not that I am come to send peace on 
earth ; I came not to send peace^ but a sword. 
For I am come to set a man at variance against 
his father^ and the daughter against her mother^ 
and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 
And a man's foes shall be they of his own house- 
hold. He that loveth father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me : and he that loveth 
son or daughter more than me, is not worthy of 
me." Thus are we gradually, as it were, pre- 
pared for the declaration contained in our text. 
*' He that taketh not his cross and foUoweth after 
me, is not worthy of me." 

That God, to whom all hearts are open, and 
from whom no secrets are hid, saw full well the 
workings of men's thoughts. He, who himself 
experienced all the weaknesses and infirmities 
of human nature, saw clearly what were the 
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passions which would operate most powerfully as 
obstructions to his Gospel, Therefore, did he 
warn and caution and encourage his apostles^ 
and not only them, but all those who seemed dis- 
posed to embrace his holy religion. He knew 
too, by what vast impediments, and what tre- 
mendous dangers, they would be surrounded at 
every step they should take in the sacred journey 
they had set out on. He knew that every kind 
of persecution and affliction awaited his faithful 
followers. He knew, that although peace and 
happiness were the ultimate objects of his gospel, 
yet that such was the perverseness and obstinacy, 
such the blindness of men's dispositions, that 
instead of peace and charity prevailing amongst 
them ; instead of love and joy being the results 
of those unspeakable blessings which the gospel 
was to confer on them, — the sword would be un- 
sheathed ; men would be set at variance against 
each other, kindred against kindred ; and wrath, 
strife, and murder, would tear and agitate the 
world. He knew that such would be the state 
of things, ere the precious fruits of his Cross 
should be tasted, the altars of superstition and 
idolatry be laid low, and the walls of the new 
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Jerusalem be reared upon his holy hill on a 
foundation lasting and immoveable. 

Being assured of all this^ did the blessed Jesus 
give the caution contained in the text. As 
though he had said, ' albeit you profess to be my 
disciples, and seem eager to embrace the faith of 
a crucified Redeemer, it will profit you nothing, 
unless you submit to undergo those trials and 
temptations, to which you will inevitably be sub- 
ject for my sake ; — unless you are willing to 
follow in the arduous and painful track of your 
divine Lord and Master, and to bear, with un- 
flinching constancy, the bitter reproaches, the 
sorrows and alarms which await all those who 
*' name the name of Christ," and who fearlessly 
proclaim him to be the true Messiah and only 
Saviour of the world ; — unless you are content 
thus to stand forward in the cause of truth, in 
spite of every thing that a faithless and rebellious 
world can do, by insult, mockery, and persecu- 
tion, and even by the infliction of death itself, 
to arrest you in your blessed course, and draw 
you off from your allegiance to your God ; — your 
profession of my religion will be of no avail ; 
you will be totally unworthy of the sacred name 



f 
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you bear, and you will have proved yourselves to 
be ^^ ashamed of me and my words, and of you, 
will the Son of Man be ashamed, when he shall 
come in his own glory, and in his Father's, and 
of the holy angels ^" ' 

Having thus briefly noticed a few chief par* 
ticulars, connected with the words of the text, 
and having set forth the immediate object and 
design of our blessed Lord in pronouncing them, 
we will now proceed to give them a more general 
and extended application. 

WiMi but too great reason, alas ! is the warn<- 
ing language of the Saviour required for pro- 
fessing Christians in every age ; and shall I not 
add, especially in these days, when impiety and 
scepticism have assumed a most alarming appear* 
ance ; stalking abroad in the most wanton and 
unblushing attire, seeking to spoil the unwary of 
his most valued treasure, and to rob the believer 
of his best and only true dependence ? To our* 
selves then, my brethren, to each and all of us, 
however advanced we may be in spiritual attain^ 
ments, however well affected in heart and dispo- 
sition to the laws of God and religion, let us 

* Luke ix. 26. 
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apply the admonition of the text, and may a 
God of grace bless and sanctify it to the eternal 
welfare of our souls. 

*' He that taketh not his cross, and foUoweth 
after me, is not worthy of me,** Such was the 
solemn warning that the Redeemer of man- 
kind vouchsafed to give to his disciples in his 
day. He felt that they stood in need of being 
thus admonished. And shall it be less needful 
for believers at this distant period ? We know 
what became of that ^' pearl of great price,*' 
which Christ entrusted to the early converts ; 
we know how fared the holy gospel, which the 
apostles were commissioned to publish. We are 
assured that it prevailed by reason of their pious 
and faithful labours, that it was through their 
sufferings and their martyrdom, that it was es- 
tablished in the hearts of men. 

Yes, it was constancy and zeal which won for 
them the palm : it was an unwearied attachment 
to the sacred cause they had espoused, that en- 
abled them to triumph. Many, no doubt, there 
were who failed in the day of trial ; many, who, 
though they once cast a hopeful and a confiding 
look on a Saviour's cross, yet had not the courage 
to bear it after him. 

13 
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From those sainted beings^ who gloried in the 
cross of Christ, who ^' counted all things but loss 
for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus their Lord," and who ''suffered the loss 
of all things, and did count them but dung that 
they might win Christ ^^ — from them, I say, let 
us receive the lesson. Let us ask ourselves, are 
we resolved to take up our cross and follow after 
Christ ? Can we make up oiu* minds to '' endure 
hardness as good soldiers," to set aside all worldly 
considerations, — to sacrifice even the ''right hand 
or right eye" for the sake of religion ? Are we 
willing to forego every temporal benefit, to give 
up every pleasure or employment, that may have 
a baneful influence on ourselves, or those around 
us, and so injure that blessed cause, which, by 
our baptismal vow, we are bound to uphold ? 
Are we prepared to stand forward in defence of 
the cross, whenever the trumpet of the Lord shall 
sound the alarm, and summon us to the " good 
fight of faith ?" Is this our determination ? Has 
this been the course we have pursued ? 

There is a vast proportion of the Christian 
world, who, to all outward appearance, would 

» Philip, iii. 8. 
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seem to satisfy the nicest^ and most fastidious 
discrimination of man, as to their qualifications 
for being true disciples of the cross, but who, 
when weighed in the balance of Omniscience, 
would be found to be lamentably wanting. How 
many there are, who, as long as things go 
smoothly on — as long as their spiritual course is 
unimpeded and unruffled, are enabled to sustain, 
without much apparent difficulty, the sacred 
character they have long been accustomed to 
bear ; and who not only stand well in the esti* 
mation of their pious brethren, but appear to 
enjoy a large share of the favour and approbation 
of their Maker. But let their religious feelings 
be put to the test, — let their faith be tried by the 
touchstone of temptation, and of danger, — let 
" tribulation and persecution arise because of the 
word," and you shall presently see that, however 
earnest in the cause they before were, however 
strongly attached to the faith they profess, they 
will fall short in this hour of conflict and alarm ; 
" by and by they will be offended '," and be 
seduced from their sworn allegiance to the great 
^' Captain of their Salvation/' 

' Matt, xiii.^l. 
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Innumerable indeed are the foes^ secret and 
unmasked^ of the Christian warrior : and if stra- 
tagem shall fail to do its deadly work, they will 
then essay to terrify and overcome by open 
assault. Thus, does the philosophising sceptic 
employ his dangerous and subtle skill to weaken 
the hopes, and undermine the happiness of his 
too pliant friend : thus, does the scoffer and 
blasphemer, dare to wage an unhallowed war 
against the timid, the irresolute Christian. Suc- 
cess, alas ! but too often crowns their base at- 
tempts. The once faithful soldier of the cross is 
vanquished before a superior enemy ; or else he 
quietly succumbs, perhaps without a struggle, 
and delivers up those weapons of defence, with 
which his God had armed him, and so becomes 
an easy prey to the wicked designs of the se- 
ducer. 

It is at such dark and gloomy moments as 
these, in the Christian's life, that he may be said 
to be '' ashamed" of Christ and his gospel : it is 
then, that, dismayed by the formidable aspect of 
the prince of darkness, he declines '' taking up 
his cross and following after" the Prince of Life. 

But what, my brethren, is the awful conse- 
quence of this apostasy from the faith ; this denial 
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of a crucified Redeemer^ which is declared in the 
text ? That same Redeemer there pronounces^ 
that such a disciple as this, ^^ is not worthy of 
him.** Is not this a most fearful sentence ? Is 
it not language that mu$t cause us to tremble for 
our condition 7 Ought it not to fortify us the more 
strongly against any attack upon the fortress of 
our faith, and to bind us the more closely to him 
who ^' loved us and gave himself for us ?" 

To be denounced as unworthy of such a Saviour, 
is a thing too dreadfiil to contemplate ! For it is 
not only the shame and remorse that must at one 
time or other follow a consciousness of our hav^ 
ing turned coward in the day of battle, and of 
having sold ourselves to the enemy, which will 
torment us ; but it is the apprehension of that 
future period when, if we are pronounced at 
God's tribunal, to have " denied the Lord that 
bought us" at so dear a cost, we shall, as sure as 
you now tread these hallowed courts, be '^ denied 
by him before the angels of God *," and '* our 
portion will be with the unbelievers." 

My fellow-Christians, it deeply concerns us all, 
constantly to keep in mind the impressive decla- 

' Luke xii. 9. 
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ration of our Lord in the text. We are too apt 
to think ourselves secure in our religious prin- 
ciples, and to &ncy, that in spiritual matters, we 
have advanced to the furthest point required of 
us. We are but too apt to rest satisfied with the 
flattering notion that, to the fullest extent of the 
apostle's admonition, we are " walking worthy of 
the vocation wherewith we are called ;" and be- 
cause we feel at peace within ourselves, we in- 
dulge in the fond hope that we are at peace with 
God. 

But, whilst we *' think we stand, let us take 
heed lest we fall \" Let us beware, lest we have 
overrated our strength in Christ, and our attain- 
ments in the knowledge of him. Let us beware 
lest, while we have been flattering ourselves with 
the idea that we have been making a steady pro- 
gress towards heaven, we have in fact been at a 
stand-still in the great business of salvation. Let 
us beware lest, when we have raised the cry of 
peace, there really has been *' no peace." 

We may not have been called on as yet, to 
exert any uncommon energies, and to maintain 
an unwonted struggle in the cause of religion. 

* 1 Cor. X. 12, 



1 
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We may not have received the chaUenge to stand 
up for her rights, and to plead in behalf of her 
insulted honour. Then, will be the time to prove 
the sincerity of our profession : it will then be 
seen, whether we be really and in truth the dis- 
ciples of Jesus ; or whether we are to be stig- 
matized with the degrading appellation of luke- 
warm, wavering, temporizing Christians. 

If we would be accounted righteous before God ; 
— ^if we would desire to enjoy his love, to receive 
a portion of his Spirit, and to reap the full benefit 
of his redemption, — call ourselves by whatever 
title we please, fiincy ourselves ever so secure ; — 
rely on it, there must be no wavering, '* no halt- 
ing between two opinions :" no *^ looking back^ 
from the gospel : no propitiating the fiivour of 
the world : no compromising the honour of God: 
— but we must at once ^' take up our cross, and 
follow after Christ." We must give up the nearest, 
and dearest earthly ties ; we must abandon the 
idea of any secular aggrandizement, if the inter- 
est and the honour of our religion require it — 
in a word, we must *' forsake all and follow 
Christ 'r 



' Matt. xix. 27. 
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I beseech you, beloved, let nothing ever stand 
between you and your salvation. Let no one 
tempt you to serve mammon rather than God. 
Let no temporal advantage lead you to barter 
away your hope in the gospel promises, for any 
of the glittering and empty baubles which this 
world can offer. Pause before you are induced 
to make an unworthy compact with your better 
feelings, by following one path because it is easy 
and delightful, when your duty bids you take 
another, however difficult and rugged it may be. 
Shew an eagerness and anxiety, on every befit- 
ting occasion, to assert your privileges and your 
rights as candidates for immortality. Be not 
backward to acknowledge your obligations to 
obey implicitly the commands of your Redeemer, 
— unawed by the sneers of the profane, — unin- 
fluenced by the cunning arguments of the Deist ; 
and '' be ready," whenever you are called on, '' to 
give an answer to every man that asketh you a 
reason of the hope that is in you ^" 

Think not, however, that of yourselves you can 
do all this. Think not that in your own strength, 

* 1 Peter iii. 15. 
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you can effect a work^ which has cost many a 
holier and more favoured child of heaven, the 
severest and the longest struggle. It is God's 
Spirit that must be your strength. The Holy 
Ghost must be your guide, yoiu* comforter, and 
protector, while you are carrying on the contest 
with the world, the flesh, and the devil. To 
think of maintaining such a conflict, unaided by 
his mighty influence, would be as vain, as 
impious, as impossible, as though you were to 
try to gain heaven's summit, or to tell the 
particles of sand that lie countless on the ocean's 
side. 

" The battle is the Lord's ' I" In him you must 
place your chief reliance. Be ye therefore 
'' strong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might. Put on the whole armour of God, that 
ye may be able to stand against the wiles of 
the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places. Wherefore take unto you the whole 

' 1 Sam. xvii. 47. 
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armour of God, that ye may be able to with- 
stand in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand K** 



* Ephes. vi. 10 — 14. 



THE END. 
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